

























MONTHLY REVIEW, 
For J U N E, 1781. 
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Arr. I. The Siate and Behaviour of Englifo Catholics, from the Re 
formation to the Year 1789; with a View of their prefent Number, 
Wealth, Charatter, &c. 8vo. 28. Gd. Faulder. 1780. 


HE AuthoYof this liberal and well-written Pamphlet, is 

an Englifh Catholic. He poffefles a very confiderable 
fhare of inforimation; and where he only ftates facts, or quotes 
authoritics, we think he deferves credit. .We are far from 
efpoufing that. bigotted maxim of fome narrow-minded Pro- 
teftants, that a Papift, upon principle, is peculiarly difpofed to 
tell lies for the good of the church, But fuppofing we had 
adopted this ungenerous pofition, we fhould have authority fu- 
perior to the mere word of this Author, and totally independent 
of it, to prove the facts to which he appeals. We {peak not of 
thofe which lie open in the pages of hiftory; but of thofe 
which are fubje&ted to the evidence of our fenfes. Here the 
Author goes on fure ground; and if he were inclined, he would 
find himfelf unable, to deceive the Reader. 

The firft part of this fenfible and animated Trad, confifts 
of an hiftorical review of the ftate and behaviour of the Catho- 
lics, from the reign of Hen, VIII. to the year 1780—that 
memorable zera of faction, frenzy, and outrage ! 

From the following quotations, the difcerning Reader may be 
able to form a complete idea of the Author’s political fenti- 
ments ; in other words, his fyftem of civil convenience and accome 
modation. 

_ Speaking of the conduét of the Catholics under the Ufurpa- 
ion of Cromwell, he fays: 

“ In the general body of the people, there ever remained a ftern 
Spirit of loyalty, which no threats or allurements could vanquifh. 
Yet, by fome writers, the Catholics have been reprefented as defert- 


Vou. LXIV, Dd 


# Amr Doering. — 90 of rh Beringhr} 





402 State and Behaviour of the Englifh Catholics. 


ers from the caufe. It has been faid, they made their court to the 
Ufurper. It was the with, perhaps, of thefe men, to fcreen, if 
fible, what they thought the wrong behaviour of fome of their ow 
friends, by criminating the innocent. Even Clarendon very round] 
infinuates the fame charge againft the Catholics. I am confident . 
knew it was not fo; at leaftin an exténfive application: but it thould 
feem, as if the noble Author were jealous that the praife of loyalty 
of which himfelf had fo ample a fhare, fhould be given toa party 
whom he never liked, I: 1s not from any romantic ideas of the 
virtues of loyalty that | fay this; for I really think, that Catholics 
as matters then ‘tood, would have done well to have joined the Pro. 
tector, had he given them certain aflurances of fupport. They had 
experienced how little was to be expected from the bounty of kings; 
and befides, with the approbation of the major part of the nation, 
the Form of Government was altered; confequently the criminality 
of rebellion was done away. My views then in reprefenting the 
uniform adhefion of Catholics to King Charles, refts folely on the 
conviction of its truth. In other refpects, | am not afhamed to fay, 
that the Government which is beft inclined to give us protection, has 
the only right to demand our allegiance,’ 

The Author’s fentiments of the Revolution are noble and 

enerous; and fufficiently fhew, that his religious profeffion hath 
not leffened his veneration for the con/fitution of his country. 

‘ Father Petre, a weak, but defigning Jefuit, appeared at the 
court of james the Second, and was fometime after fworn member 
of the Privy Council. An ambaffador extraordinary was fent to 
Rome, to lay at his Holine(s’s feet the King’s fubmiffion, and to 
‘folicit a mitre and a Cardinal's hat for the brows of Petre. The 
Romans faw the folly of this precipitate conduét: ** Your King, 
faid they, fhould be excommenicated for thus attempting to overturn 
the fmall remains of Popery in Kngland.”? A Nuncio was however 
fent; and he was received at Winadfor with folemn pageantry. He 
then attempted to obirude his Catholic minions on the Univerfities: 
This was oppofed with becoming refolution. A fecond declaration 
for liberty of confcience was ifiued, with this particular injunction, 
that it should be read in all the churches. The bifhops remonitrated ; 
they were fummoned before the Council; were fent to the Tower; 
were foon after tried—and acquitted. The refentment of the people 
was now raifed to the urmoft. The King began to fee the folly of 
his proceedings : he withed to call a parliament, and to effect that by 
conititational ‘means, which he had vainly attempted by every ftretch 
of his difpenfing power. It was now too late. News was brought 
him, that William Prince of O:ange was preparing a ftrong force to 
invade his territories. Difmayed and terrified, he now faw there 
was no redrefs, for he had forfeited all claim to the love of his fab- 
jets. The Prince landed; and James forfook a throne, which he 
was unfit, and} think, unworthy to govern, When he firft retived 
from London, the mob rofe, and deitroyed every Catholic chapel m 
the city; nor was there a city in Kngland in which they did pot 
leave fome marks cf their indignation. — 

‘ Every attempt of James to fubvert the eftablifhed religion, 
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at), was attended with the moft glaring violation of the laws; and 
the powers he afflumed of difpenfing with them without the confent 
of Parliament, broke afunder that facred compat by which the 
eople are bound to their fovereign. He was no longer entitled to 
their allegiance. Every patriot fhould have voted for his expulfion. 
Kings are made for the people, and che laws of the realm are their 
only rule of conduct. When they violate thefe (it matters not under 
what pretence), they become tyrants. It was unfortunate for James 
to have been fo ill-advifed. The inclinations of his own mind, 
would not, I think, have hurried him on fo far. But wicked and 
defigning minifters, leagued with weak and infatuated priefts, muft 
at any time prove an over-match for greater abilities than ever fell 
to the lot of a Stuart. The Catholics, as a body, merited not the 
reprehenfion I give to Petre and his affociates. They faw the 
wretched folly and the weak views of thofe bad advifers; and they 
condemned the precipitancy of meafures which they knew could only 
terminate in their ruin. As mutt ever be the cafe with all men ipa 
fmilar fituation; they wifhed to be relieved from oppreffion; but 
the undifturbed pra¢tice of their religion, with the enjoyment of 
fome few civil liberties, would have fatished their moft fanguine 
defires. This I know from certain information: but, unhappily for 
them and for their defcendents, the voice of prudence and of cool 
religion was not attended to, whilft wild zeal and romantic piety 
were called in to fuggeit fchemes of folly, and to precipitate their 
execution,’ 

After a brief and general view of the ftate of Popery in this 
kingdom, from the Reformation to the prefent times, the Au- 
thor juft touches on the riots of the laft year, and after flightly 
contrafting the behaviour of the Catholics with that of their 
enemies, concludes the firft part of this publication with ob- 
ferving, that © it matters not what all or any of that body (viz. 
of the Catholics) may have thought or practifed in former times 5 
nor does it regard us, what may now be the fentiments of Ca- 
tholics in other countries; we wilh information with regard to 
thofe few only who actually live among us. he clamours'of 
amob, or the declamatory difcourfes of ignorant, felfifh, and 
bigotted men, deferve no attention ; they muft ever deceive us: 
but in a cool and difpafionate temper, we defire to receive fuch 
infttu€tions, as can only be fupplied by thofe who are them- 
lelves Catholics, and who are thoroughly acquainted with the 
teal ftate of that body now in England.’ 

‘ The Author of thele theets flatiers himfelf he can give this in- 
formation: he was educated in an Englith college abroad; he has 
face that, lived and converfed with people of all ranks in that per- 
ltafion at home: he is himfelf a Catholic, and has long made the 
Rudy of their principles a jerious occupation; and from what hath 

‘n already delivered in the foregoing pages, he prefumes, his 
readers will not think him too much biaffed to his own party, or im- 
Properly warm in his rep;efentation of men and things.’ a 

he 


Dda2 





















































404 State and Behaviour of the Englifh Catholics, 


The fecond part of this work is entitled, © a View of Eng. 
lifh Catholics, Laity and Clergy; their Number, Wealth 
Charaéter, &c. in the prefent Year 1780.’ This Part is both 
interefting and entertaining. ‘The View, it contains, extends 
not only to the objects fpecified in the Fitle, but to the abilities 
and talents 5 the political sentiments, religion, and rule of faith, of 
the Englifh Catholics. It contains an examination of the various 
charges brought againft them, particularly thofe which tend to 
affect their characters in a morai and civil light. It gives an 
account of the number and circumftances of the Catholic prieft 
in this kingdom, and the conftitution of their religious /acteties; 
their /chools, both in England and in foreign countries; and 
their zunneries, in France and the Low Countries. 

With refpect to the wumber of Catholics in this kingdom, 
the Author declares, that from the beft information that he was 
able to procure, it doth not at this day exceed 60,000; and 
even this number he fufpects to be beyond the mark. He ob- 
ferves, that fome of the great trading towns are known to con- 
tain more inhabitants than the whole collective body of the 
Englifh Catholics amounts to. © In many counties (fays he) 
and particularly in the weft, in South Wales, and in fome of 
the mid-land counties there is fcarcely a Catholic to be found, 
This is eafily known, from the refidence of priefts. After 
London, by far the greateft number is in Lancafhire, In 
Staffordfhire are a good many; as alfo in the northern counties of 
York, Durham, and Northumberland. Some of the manufaéturing 
and trading towns, as Norwich, Manchefter, Liverpool, Wolver- 
hampton, and Newcaitle-upon-Tyne, have chapels, which dre rather 
crowded; but thefe coniftitute the greateft part of the number I have 
juit given to their refpective counties. In a few towns, particularly 
at Coventry, their number, I find, is increafed; but this by no 
means in proportion to the general increafe of population in the fame 
places. Excepting in the towns, and out of Lancafhire, the chief 
fituation of Catholics, is in the neighbourhood of the old families of 
that perfuafion. They are the fervants, or the children of fer- 

vants, who have married from thofe families, and who chufe to re- 
main round the old manfion, for the conveniency of prayers, and 
becaufe they hope to receive favour and affiflance from their former 
matters.’ 
~ Under the article of avealth the Author obferves, ‘ We have at 
‘this day, but eight peers, nineteen baronets, and about a hundred 
and fifty gentlemen of landed property. Among the firit, the Dake 
of Norfolk, the Earl of Shrewibury, and the Lords Arundel and 
Petre are.in pofleflion of confiderable eitates, Butthe Earl of Surrey, 
the eldeft and only fon of the Duke, having lately conformed, the 
large poffeflions of that ancient and noble family, will {oon fa}] into 
Proteftant hands. The eldeft fon* of Lord Tyneham hath alfo left 
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the religion of his father. Among the baronets are not more than 
three great eftates. Sir Thomas Gafcoigne has this year alfo taken 
the oath. Of the remaining commoners, with an exception of four 
orfive, the greater part have not, on an average, more than one thou- 
fand pounds per annum in landed property. Within this year alone we 
have loft more by the defeGtion of the two mentioned Gentlemen, 
than we have gatned by profelytes fince the Reformation. In trade 
very few fortunes have been made; and at this hour, there are not 
more than two Catholics of any note who are even engaged in mere 
cantile bufinefs. ‘The eldeft fons of our gentry never think of trade ; 
and the younger children have feldom a fufficient fortune on which 


to ground any profpect of fuccefs. ‘They, therefore, generally chufe — 


to remain ufelefs and dependent beings among their relations and 
friends, or to cat a hardly earned bread in the fervice of fome foreign 
Prince. England, like a cruel ftep-mother, refufes to give them 
nourifhment. Should America win the great ftake fhe now fo un- 
july contends for [cautiou/ly and artfully Jaid!| good policy will 
doubtlefs teach her to open her ports to all religions. Some few 
gain a decent livelihood by the profeflion of medicine, though in 
firidnefs of penal juftice, they may not even be apothecaries: and 
others in the low walks of the Law.’ 

Under the article of Charaéter, the ingenious Author fketches 
a ftrong outline of that of the Earl of S - Though truth 
might hold the pencil, yet we plainly perceive that refent- 
ment hath tinged the colour. * From Nature (fays this Writer) 
he had received talents adequate to the greateft defigns; and to 
thefe talents he had given fome cultivation. Dut there is in 
him acaft, and a éizarreric, which muft ever give a tinge to the 
faireltendowments. With abilities equal to the management of great 
public bufinefs, his beft ambition mif-fpends itfelf in vain declama- 
tion againft men and meafures. He was always fond of oppofition : 
Iknew him when a boy; and at that time, tothwart, if-poilible, by 
petty controverfies, the views of his mafters; to complain of undue 
influence ; to magnify grievances; and to head a little band of male 
contents were objects truly congenial with his humour. With a 
lefs reftlefs, lefs inconfiftent, and lefs diffipated mind (for diffipation 
has now greatly added to his native character), he would have 
mounted with ardor to the firft place, at the head of a body of men 
towhich his birth and his abilities called him. Here was a wide 
field for the difplay of the greateft talents, He might have given 
fplendor to the Catholic caufe; would have poflefied their warmett 
affections, and might have afked relief for himfelf and for them, in a 
ftyle that would have commanded attention. If his foul was not 
large enough to have grafped at this high pre-eminence, and if from 
infenfibility to the impreflions of religion, his confcience is fincere, 
Iblame him not that he has deferted the caufe of his anceftors; but 
I pity an Earl of Surrey who can fink down to the paltry fervice of a 
party-declaimer in the Lower Houfe of Parliament.’ 

The following reflection is no lefs juft than fevere and 
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‘ It isa fingular circumftance in the ecclefiaftical hiflory of this 
country, that in proportion as a man lofes all fenfe of religion and 
becomes immoral, he fees before him a better profpect of enjoying 
all the privileges of the eftablifhed church.’ 

How tar prejudice may have dictated the following remark, we 
pretend not to determine: * | never (fays this Writer) knew an in. 
fiance in which a conviétion of the errors of Popery has made one 
profelyte. ‘They become Proteftants as foon as they ceafe almof to 
be Chriftians. Ic muit furely be a bad arrangement, which thus ex. 
pofes to oppreffion the fincere and the virtuous, and which opens to 
the vicious and diflipated man the road of eafe, of honour, and of 

referment !” 7 

Under the article of Priefs, the Author informs us, * that by an 
arrangement which took place in the reign of James I]. England 
was divided into 4 diftricts, and a bifhop was appointed to prefide 
over each. They had then ioool. per annum fettled on each of 
them out of the exchequer; but this only continued till the Revo. 
lution, when they were reduced to the neceflity of fupporting theme 
felves by the beft means in their power. Since that time the fame 
regulation with regard to numbers has continued; and as they have 
no particular place of refidence allotted, each bifhop generally chutes 
to live in the moft centrical and convenient fituation, Their office is 
to attend the fmall concerns of their refpeétive diftricts ; to adminifter 
the facrament of confirmation, to provide the different congregations 
with priefts, and to take care that thefe perform their duties, and 
behave in a manner becoming the character of churchmen.—One 
hundred pounds per ann. is more than equal to the revenue of their 

‘epifcopal fee! 

‘ As far as T can rely on my information, which I think is accu- 
rate, the number of priefts now employed is about 360. Their dif- 
tribution is as follows: In the northern difri&, which takes in the 
counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, Weftmoreland, Durham, 
York, Lancafter, and Chefler, there are about 167. Of thefe, 48 

are Ex-Jefuits. Three places are now vacant. This diftrict con- 
tains the greateft number of priefts, and alfo the greateft number of 
Catholics; but not in proportion to the number of clergy, many 
being private chaplains to gentlemen, where there are no congrega- 
tions. Since their diflolution, nine places have been given up by 
the Ex-Jefuits, two of which are not likely ever to be revived. 

‘ In the mid-land diltri€ts are about go priefts; 28 of which are 
Ex-Jefuits. ‘There are now 14 places vacant, This dittri€t declines 
very faft, as appears from the great number of congregations now 
without prieits, Mott of them have been vacant for fome time ; and 
no clergymen unengaged have hitherto been found to fupply them. 
It may be noticed, that this diftri€t, chough compofed of the greatelt 
number of counties, and thofe moftly large, to the amount of 16, 
contains only %,460 Catholics, which is computed to be about two 
thirds of what there were about 30 or 4° years ago. 

* The weftern difirict contains about 44 parifhes; 23 are Ex- 

efuits. There is one place vacant, and has been fo for fome time. 


his diftrit is the thinneit of Catholics of any in England, -* 
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ts extent is great, It contains eight Englifh counties, and the whole 

of N. and S. Wales. 

‘ The London diitri&t, comprifing nine counties, has 58 priefts; 
s, are Ex-Jefuits. There are five places vacant. ‘This diftri€t hath 
gio diminithed, and is declining very faft. 

‘ Thefe prieits, whofe number and dittribution I have given, either 
jive as Chaplains in the families of Gentlemen, and have the care of 
the little congregations around them; or elfe, they refide in towns, 
orin fome country-places, where funds have been fettled for their 
fypport. ‘The chapels are in their own houles. Twenty pounds 
per ann. is thought a very handfome falary for a Gentleman’s chap- 
Jain; and if the rural curate hath twenty more to keep himfelf, his 
horfe, and his fervant, it will be faid that he is very well provided. 
Some may have fmall annuities from their own families; but this 1s 
norcommen, Our priefts in their general character are upright and 
fincere: but narrowed by a bad education, they contract early pre- 
judices, which they very feldam afterward depofite. The theological 
lumber of the fchools fupplies, in their minds, the place of more 
vfeful furniture.’ 

With refpe&t to the Popith /chools in England, the Author avers, 
that ‘itis a real fact, that the Catholics have not opened one new 
fhool, fince the year 1778, The whole number of thofe which we 
have, are I think but three; at leaft thofe of any note. There 1s one 
in Hertfordfhire, one near Birmingham, and a third near Wolver- 
hampton in Staffordfhire. In London are fome day-fchools; and in 
other paris may be perhaps fome little eftablifhments where an old 
woman pives lectures on the I1orn-book, and the art of {pelling. At 
the firft mentioned fchools, are generally about twenty or thirty boys, 
who have them about the age of twelve or fourteen, That in Staf- 
fordthire is far the moft numerous; its defign is to give fome educa- 
tion to children of a lower clafs: they learn their religion, and fuch 
other things as may qualify them for trade, and the ufual bufinefs of 
life. When it can be avuided, they never admit Proteftants, from an 
apprehention that it might give offence; as alfo from a well-grounded 
lufpicior, that it would lead gradually to weaken the religious prin- 
ciples of the Catholic boys.’ 

On the fubjeét of the foreign Schools for Englifh Catholics, the Au- 
thor remarks that ¢ in the year 1568, Dr. Allan, afterwards Cardinal, 
founded a college for the Englith at Doway, a town in Flanders, then 
fubject to the Spanith King; and in procefs of time, other colleges 
and places of education were eftablifhed in France, Spain, and Portu- 
gal..... The college of Doway is mott confiderable, and is governed 
bya Prefident, and other fuperiors, all of the Englifh nation. It be- 

longs to the fecular clergy ; and the number of itudents is generally 
above 100. The revenue of this college is very moderate, and the 
Peniion which provides every thing is but 20], per annum. 

‘The clergy have alfo other feminaries of inferior diftin@ion at 
Paris, at Valadolid, in old Cafiile, at Reme, and at Lifbon, ‘The 
bumber of itudents at thefe places is confiderable..... While the Je- 
fuits Rood, St, Omer was their great {chool for claflical improvements, 
and they fupplied England with many able and aciive churchmen, 
At the expulfion of that body from France, their college was given to 
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the Clergy at Doway, in whofe hands it now is, but it anfwers little 
purpofe. The Jefuits themfelves firft retired to Bruges, in the Auf. 
trian Netherlands, where they opened another college; but at their 
total fuppreflion a few years after, that honfe was diffolved, together 
with every other foundation they poffefied. They then erefed an 
academy at Liege (for their fpirit of enterprize was not to be broken) 
under the protection of the Bifhop, and Prince cf that place. They 
are now no longer Jefuits; but their academy is in great eftimation, 
and the children of our Catholic centry principally refort thither for 
education. However as their object is not to form churchmen (for 
they think the Church has ufed them i!]) but to inflruct youth in the 
fafhionable arts of polifhed life, the order of Aaron will recetve little 
afliftance from their labours.’ 

‘ The Monks of the order of St. Benedict have alfo houfes abroad, 
and their prielts come to England. The Friars of St. Francis’s order 
have likewife a college at Doway, which fupplies fome priefts, 
Within thefe few years they have greatly decreafed, owing to the 
wife. regulations Fiance has adopted, for the reduction of relictous 
orders; as alfo becaufe the true fpirit of Friarifm is much abated..., 
There is alfo a third o:der which now begins rather to encreafe. The 
Dominicans fince the fupprefiion of the Jefuits have grown mto more 
vifible form: they have a fchool near Bruffels, and a {mall conventat 
Lorrain, in the Auitrian territories. Some priefls of this order are 
likewife in England. 

‘ Atthis day the Englith Nunseries abroad are no lefs than twenty- 
enc. France and the Low Countries have almoit the whole number 
I; is incredible how they have here been able to fupport themfeives; 
fer though in many houfes their numbers are very thin, yet they go 
on braving all the ftorms of adverfe fortune!” 

On this fubject the Author, ina ftrain partaking of ferious reafon- 
ing, and lively raillery, obferves, that though ‘ he is fenfible that no 
mode of education can be lefs adapted to improve the mind, and to 
inftil fuch principles as may form it to the bufineis of life, yet fo it 
happens, that few ladies have hicher pretenfions to the palm of fe- 
male perfection than have many of the Catholic perfuafion. The 
Public knows the truth of this obfervation. A difplay of their charace 
ters would I fear offend their modefly, otherwife | would fay as 
wives, as mothers, as citizens, and as Chriftians, they ttand unrival- 
led. One is fometimes tempted to fufpect, that in moulding the foft 
texture of their minds, nature, too kindly partial, threw in fome 
elements, which othcrwife might have fallen to the fhare of their buls 
bands.’ | 

On the whole we have received much information, ard much 
entertainment from the perufal of this work. As it was the 
Author’s principal defign to convince the Publie that neither the 
church nor the ftate have any thing to fear from the Englifh 
Catholics, he hath brought forward every fpecies of materials 
which his fources of information could fupply. ¢ I have de- 
fcribed (fays he) the Catholics as they really are, and from this 
defcription, if it be not evident to the weakeft fight, that all is 
ocure, there muft be a timidity in Englifhmen, that will {hudder 

at the moit feeble fuggeftions of fancy.’ 
aaa ys h. Att. 
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Arr. WI. Letters to @ Philcfophical Unleliewer. Part I. Containing 
an Examination of the principal Objections to the Do&rines of Natural 
Religion ; and {pecially thefe contained in the Writings of Mr. 
Hume. By Jofeph Prieftley, LL.D. F.R.S. 8vo. 35. Johnfon, 


HESE Letters are, or may be fuppofed to be, addrefled 

toa traveller of an ingenuous. difpolition; who has had 
his mind unhinged, with refpeét to the firft principles of natural 
as well as revealed religion, in confequence of the books he has 
lately read, and the company he has been obliged to keep. The 
Author therefore here attempts to give him all the fatisfaction 
heis able, towards the folution of the difficulties that have been 
propofed to him on thefe fubjects; confining himfelf however 


folely to the arguments which prove the being, and the moral, 


attributes, of a Deity. 

In the firft letter, the Author treats of the nature of evidence 
in general; and, in the fecond, of the direct evidence for the 
belief of a (rod; which is founded on a conclufion, the juftice of 
which muft be acknowledged by every reafoning Being; viz. 
that all effects have their adequate caujes, or nothing begins to exif? 
without a caufe, And as a table or chair, for inftance, muft not 
only have had a caufe, but likewile a de/igning caule, capable of 
comprehending their nature and ules; jo the man that con- 
firucted them muft likewife have had a defigning caufe, and a 
caufe, or author, capable of comprehending all his powers and 
properties, of which he himfelf has only a: partial incomplete 
knowledge, acquired by experience and ftudy. Should it even 
be allowed, fays the Author, that the human fpecies had no be- 
ginning, © it would not follow that it could be the caufe of it/elf, or 
that it had 10 cau/e; for the idea of a caufe of any thing implies not 
only fomething prior to itfelf, or at leaft cotemporary with itfelf, 
but fomething capable at leaft of comprehending what it pro- 
duces; and our going back ever fo far in the generations of men 
or animals, brings us no nearer to the Icaft degree of fatisfaction 
on the fubject. After thinking in this train ever fo long, we 
ind we micht juft as well fuppofe that any individual man now 
living was the firft, and without caufe, as either any of his an- 
ceftors, or the fpecies itfelf . | 

The Author next proceeds to the confideration of the principai 
dificulties that have been ftarted on this fubjet ; and fatisface 
torily refutes the objections that have been urged againit the be~ 
lief of a Deity. On this head he obferves, that it is of no avail 
to fay that we cannot conceive the original exiftence of fuch a 
being as the Deity; for our having no idea at all of a thing dacs 
hot imply an impoflibility or contradiction ; but arifes merely 
from the limited nature of our faculties. This is mere ignorance, 


and an ignorance which we can neuer overcomc. In this cafe, 
there 
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there is only a difficulty of conceiving, but nothing contrary to gyp 
experience; which relates only to finite fubftances, that require a 
caufe. We may be dazzled and aftonifhed at the idea of an 
uncaufed being, but at the fame time we are compelled to believe 
in the exiftence of an original caufe of all things ; as an hypothefis 
abfolutely neceflary to be aflumed, in order to account for eyj. 
dent fadéis. 

The Author next demonftrates the neceflary attributes of the 
Supreme Being, particularly his ommiprefence; as neceffarily fol. 
lowing from his neceflary exiftence. While we admit that no 
power can act but where it is, it follows that God muft be 
prefent to all his works, and exilt even through the boundlefs 
extent of infinite fpace: * an idea juft as incomprchenfible as his 
neceflary exiftence, but not more {o,’--- After this, adds the Au 
thor, * the probability will be, that his works, as well as himéelf, 
occupy the whole extent of fpace, infinite as it muft neceffaril 
be ; and that as 4e could have had no beginning, fo neither had 
his works.’ 

In fupport of this Jaft opinion, the Author obferves that we 
cannot poffibly reconcile ourfelves to the idea that a being, in- 
finitely intelligent and powerful, fhould remain inaétive a 
whole eternity; which muft have been the cafe, if the creation 
had any beginning at all.—* An eternal creation, being the a& of 
an eternal Being, is not at all more incomprchenfible than the 
eternal exiftence of that Being himfelf. Both are incompree 
henfible ; but the one is the moft natural confequence of the 
other. In fact, there is no greater objection to the fuppofition 
of the creation having been eternal, than to duration itfelf having 
been eternal ; for there cannot be any affignable or imaginable 
period in duration, in which the creation might not have taken 
place.’—T his opinion, however, the Author offers only as the 
moft probable ; and does not conceive it as being by any means 
a neceflary part of the fyftem of natural religion.—He proceeds 
to demonttrate, in the tame manner, the omnifcience, omnipd: 
tence, unchangeablenefs, and unity, of the Supreme Being. 

It would lead us too far, were we to attempt to analyfe the 
Author’s arguments, and appofite illuftrations, produced to 
prove the general, and probably infinite, benevolence of the 
Deity ; the great, and nearly infinite, preponderance of go04, 
notwithftanding the neccdiary exiitence of evil; the moral go- 
vernment cf the world; and the evidence for a future ftate. We 
fhall confine ourfelves to the giving an extraét from his eighth 
letter, reipecting the lait of thefe fubje&s; and in which he 
endeavours to convince even the 4thei/7, that, upon his own by- 
pothefis, that there is no God, there yet may be a future ftate. | 

© I think it of fome mmportance to obferve, that the degree of 
moral government wade which we are (the conftitution of nae 
(ule 
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ture evidently favouring a courfe of virtue, and frowning upon 
, courte of vice) is a fac? independent of all reafoning concern- 
ing the exiftence of God himfelf ; and therefore ought to deter- 
mine the conduct of thofe, who are not fatisfied with refpeét to 
the proof of the being and attributes of God ; and even of thofe 
who are properly Athei/is, believing that nothing exifts befides 
the world, or the univerie, of which we ourfelves are a part. 

¢ Whether there be any Author of Nature, or not, there can- 
not be any doubt of there being am effablifhed courfe of nature ; 
and an Atheift muft believe it to be the more firmly eitablithed, 
and {ee Iefs profpe&t of any change, from acknowledging no fu- 
perior being capable of producing that change. If, therefore, 
the courle of nature be actually in favour of virtue’—(as the 
Author had fhewn in the preceding Letters); * it muft be the 
intereft and wifdom of every human being to be virtuous. And 
further, if it be agreeable to the analogy of nature, independent 
of any confideration of the Author of it, that things are in an 
improving ftate’ (as the Author had likewife before endea- 
voured to evince); ‘and confequently that there is a tendency to 
amore exact and equal retribution; it muft produce an expecta-. 
tion that this courfe of nature will go on to favour virtue {till 
more: and therefore, it may be within the courfe of nature that 
men, as moral agents, fhould furvive the grave, or be re- 
produced, to enjoy the full reward of virtue, or to fuffer the 
punifhments due to their vices. 

‘It is acknowledged that we have no idea how this can come 
to pafs; but neither have we any knowledge how we, that is, 
the human fpecies, came into being: fo that, for any thing we 
know to the contrary, our re-produclion may be as much within 
the proper courfe of nature, as our original produétion; and, 
confequently, nothing hinders but that our expectation of a 
more perfect ftate of things, and a ftate of more exaét retribu- 
tion, raifed by the obfervation of the actual courfe of nature, 
may be fulfilled. There may, therefore, be a future flate, even 
though there be no God at all. That is, as it is certainly, and 
independently of all other confiderations, our wifdom to be vir 
tuous in this life; it may be equally our wifdom to be virtuous 
with a view toa life to come. And, faint as this probability 
may be thought, it is however fomething, and mutt add fome- 
thing to the fanétions of virtue. Let not Atheifis, therefore, 
think themfelves quite fecure with refpect to a future life, Things 
a extraordinary as this, efpecially upon the hypothefis of there 
being no God, have taken place ; and therefore this, which is 
lufficiently analogous to the reft, may take place alfo.’ 

In one of thefe Letters, the Author endeavours to explain the 
fallacy of fome of the {peculative principles, on which fome real 
fiends of religion have, in his opinion, endeavoured to fupport 
the 
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the dofirines of a God and of a providence ; and have therch 

given caufe of triumph to perfons atheiftically inclined. Jn Me 
other, he examines the arguments, ard detects the inconfiftencies, 
of the cclebrated Author of the Syfteme de la Nature ; a work 
which has been contidered as a kind of © Bile of Atheifn ? and 

jn the four remaining Letters, he enters upon an examination of 
Mr. Hume’s pofthumous dialogues on natural religion; of his 
effay on a particular providence and a future ftate ;. and of the 
influence of his opinion with reipect to the nature of caufation in 
general, as applied in fupport of Atheifm: concluding with a 
general examination of the metaphylica) writings of Mr. Hume; 
mm which a fuccinct and regular analyiis is piven of fuch of his 
philofophical eflays as relate to the prefent fubject. On all thefe 
heads, us well.as on the fubjects before treated of, the Reader, 
who may have entertained doubts conc®fning the fundamental 
doctrines of natural religion, will here meet witha fatisfa@or 

folution of thefe doubts, and an elucidation, at leaft, of the dif. 
ficulties which attend the fubject, from the very nature of it, It 
would be degrading this performance to confider it as an antidote 
to the poifon contained in the publication which is the fubje& of 
the following article. That poifon is too weak, and too in- 
artificially cooked up, to requir. a2 medicine fo powerful, 


eek iemarastinisrse 


Aer. Kil. The Antiquity and Duratica of tha World: By G. H, 
‘Youlmin, M.D. 8vo. 35. bound. Cadell. 1780. 
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‘'N the courfe of our reviewing the preceding performance, 
the laudable intent of which is to prove the being of an inft- 
nitely powerful, infinitely intelligent, and eternally exiftent, 
Caufe of the univerfe, whole works may likewife poffibly be eternal ; 
we are reminded of the prefent production, which has indeed, 
as well as the preceding, through accident, been long overlooked. 


© 


It is a work however of very different merit and tendency; the 
avowed drift of the Author of it, being, to ule his ewn words, 
¢ to grant eternity to Nature :’—a being, or godde{s, to whom 
he afcribes no moral attributes whatever ; nor does he found her 
power on any other bafis than a fet of trite obfervations, well 
known to every philofopher or man of reading, tending to prove 
that the planet which we inhabit has all the appearances, forfooth, 
of being older than it is gencrallv held to be :—a flight founda- 
sion, furely, for a fyftem of Atheifin ! 

In this performance, in fhort, the defign of this Apo/ile of Na- 
dure iss—to ufe his own pompous phrafeolozy —to fhew that, oa 
interrogating reafon, ¢ fhe announces, without the fhadow of 
hefitation, that the human fpecies, and the other branches % 
animated nature, fluctuating in their increafe and decreale, their 
barbarifm and refinement, actually may have Jourifhed, = 
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the unceafing revolutions of nature, through endlefs periods of 
exiftence ;—-and afterwards, ‘that nature muft, through end- 
le(s periods of duration, have acted by laws fixed and immu- 
table; and that the human fpecies have had, and will have, an - 
yniform and infinite exiftence.’—But this is not all. The drift 
of this declaimer will obvioufly appear from the following quo- 
tation alone. 

‘Nor is the magnificence fo univerfal and apparent—the 
beautiful order and difpofition of the feveral parts that compofe 
the ftupendous whole—any objection to an unbounded fuccef- 
fon of events. So far indeed from being an objection, they 
might undoubtedly be brought as the ftrongeft confirmation of 
fuch a doctrine. Is it not far eafier to conceive things to exift 
as they are, and to contain eternal order and regular difpofition 
within themjelves, than to have recourfe to MORE MAGNIFICENT 
CAUSES, which, after all, muft be allowed to be eternal; and 
felf-exiftent 2 Were magnificence an objection to an eternal 
duration of things, is it reafonable to zucreafe that magnificence, to 
remove the objection? If fomething always has exifted, or muft 
have been eternal,—why not pay a deference to the magnificent 
and beautiful objects of whofe exifltence we are certain? Why 
not grant eternity to Nature ?” 

In the midft of many unmeaning, or at leaft mifapplied, rants 
againft fuperftition and vulgar prejudices, the Author more than 
once fhews a wilh to exhibit himielf as one of © the ineflimable 
few, endued with fuperior abilities, who write in a rational and. 
confiftent manner, and whofe clear difcernment and found un- 
derftandings raife them above the ordinary level of mankind,’— 
Looking down from thefe heights, he pretends to have eflentially 
confulted the inxterc/?s of the human fpecies, by thus giving a {cope 
to what he calls coo] and liberal inveftigation :—but what bene- 
fits mankind can receive from a conviction that the world is 
eternal; and that men, animals, &c. are, and have been, 
from eternity, continually changing into marie and lime-ftone, 
while thefe, in their turn, are, and have been, changing into 
men, &c.: or what harm they can incur by believing in a God, 
the rewarder of the virtuous, and the punifher of the wicked— 
docs not appear fiom any part of this illogical and declamatory 
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‘Agr, IV. Tavelve Difcaurfis on the Prophecies concerning the firft 


Eftablifiment and Jubjequent Hiflory of Chriftienity. Preached in 
Lincoln’s-Inn-Ciape!, at the Lecture of the Right Rev. William 
Warburton, late Lord Bithop of Glouceller. By Lewis Bagot, 
LL.D, Dean of Chrift-Charch, vo. 5s. bound. Cadell, &c. 
HE firft of thefe Difcourfes contains fome general obfer- 
vations cu the moral government of God, with a few re- 


 — 
aivclione 




















































AY4 Bagot’s Difcourfes on the Prophecies. 


fletions on the proper evidence of a divine revelation; and on 
that particularly which arifes from the completion of prophecies 

Having obferved, in his firft difcourfe, that the old propheis 
unanimoufly aflert, that the world was preparing for the intros 
duction of a new difpenfation more general and comprehenfive 
than the Jewifh, the Doctor endeavours to fhew, in his fecond 
that the doctrine of a future and more excellent difpenfation , 
not only contained in pofitive and exprefs predi€tions, but like. 
wife neceflarily implied in the very frame of the Jewith cco. 
nomy. He then confiders what are the fpecial charaéters by 
which this difpenfation is marked, and tells us that the mof 
ufual, as well as the moft ftriking, defcription that occurs js, 
that it fhould be a kingdom. Accordingly, the prophet Daniel, 
he fays, gives it a place among the other kingdoms of the world, 
and the effential characters of fuch a civil community are every 
where attributed to it. It is repeatedly declared to be under the 
government of a fupreme magiftrate or king; and it is ficura. 
tively fhadowed by the kingdom of David and Solomon. “Tris 
reprefented as having a law and a people peculiar to itfelf; and, 
like other ftates too, it is fhewn to arife from fmall beginnings, 
and to attain to its full extent by a gradual and progreflive 

rowth. 

Thefe feveral particulars he endeavours to illuftrate in his 
fecond and third difcourfes, and then proceeds, in his fourth, to 
enquire concerning thofe marks and limitations by which the 
‘Meifiah was to be known and diftinguifhed from all other per- 
fons.—In this difcourfe, the Doctor fhews much more zeal than 
knowledge’; and offers nothing new in fupport of what he la- 
bours hard to prove, wiz. That our Saviour is the one True 
God, the God of Ifracl, wh2/e name alone is Fehovah, the Mof 
High over ail the earth. 

The defign of the fifth difcourfe is to fhew, that the deliver- 
ance to be wrought by the Meffiah was of a fpiritual nature; a 
deliverance from the power and confequences of fin and wicked- 
nefs. And here the preacher, like a true and faithful fon of 
the church, is a warm advocate for the doctrine of atonement, by 
a vicarious punifhment ; but he only repeats what has been often 
faid ; and what good purpofe can be anfwered by fuch repeti- 
tion we cannot conceive. Such doctrines appear, to us, to 
have no foundation in Scripture, and to be utterly repugnant to 
the principles of common fenfe. But we muft not treat them 
with too much feverity out of tenderneis to our grandmothers, 
as the good old jadies may poffibly derive great confolation from 
them. Perhaps too, the Doctor himfelf was influenced by fome 
fuch picus motives ; if fo, his piety will, no doubt, be properly 
rewarded.— 


Having 
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Having fhewn, from the nature of the Jewifh ceconomy, that 
tt could only be appointed as preparatory to fome other fcheme, 
and that the fcheme wherein it was to receive its completion was 
no other than the kingdom of the Meffiah, the Doéor goes on, 
in his fixth difcourfe, to fhew, that this kingdom muft have 
taken its rife before the Jewifh polity was at an end; that the 
Gentiles were to be united with the Jews, and both together be 
one fold under one fhepherd ; that the Meffiah’s kingdom was 
to rife againft oppofition from the powers of the world, and be 
advanced without force by the mild methods of perfuafion and 
argument; and that his firft appearance muft have happened 
feveral years before the great Jewifh war, wherein the temple 
and city were deftroyed. 

The defign of the feventh difcourfe is to fhew, that, of all 
the religions now obtaining upon earth, Chriftianity alone claims 
to be the fcheme foretold by the prophets, and appeals to them 
for the truth of its pretenfions. In the eighth, the preacher 
confiders what the pretenfions of Chriftianity are, and how far 
they correfpond with thofe more general characters which ap- 
pear from the prophets to be effential to the new difpenfation. 
In the ninth, be confiders the nature of Chrift’s kingdom ; and 
fhews what the appearance of Chriftianity was, at the time of 
its greateft purity ; unlophiflicated by the arts, the ambition, 
and the worldly interefts, of defigning men. 

In the tenth and eleventh difcouries, the Doctor endeavours 
to thew, that the Apocalyple contains a comprehenfive view of 
the Chriftian ceconomy, and its various revolutions from begin- 
ning toend ; that the intent and meaning of this prophetic book 
is beft difcovered from itfelf; that it is its own beft comment; 
that though it abounds more in fymbols than any other book 
of Scripture, it contains likewife the beft key for the interpreta 
tion of thofe fymbols, wherever they occur in the word of Gad. 
He fketches out the more material changes of the Chriftian 
church, as they appear to be reprefented in this prophecy; and 
attempts to fhew an evident accomplifhment of them in the 
hiftory of the world. The twelfth contains a fhort view of what 
has been advanced in the preceding difcourfes, together with 
fome general obfervations. The Doétor tells us, that our efta- 
blifhed church maintains, in its creeds and articles, thofe very 
doctrines which have been held forth by the mouth of the pro- 
phets fince the world began, as the effential doétrines of that 
faith by which all men fhou!d be faved. We fhould be cautious, 
he fays, of admitting any alterations in an eftablifhment which 
has, for ages, fecured the TRUTH to us, amidft the repeated 
and violent attacks of enemies cf diferent complexions and dif- 
ferent denominations. He further obferves, that we have, of 


late, been loudly called upon; that the principles of the Re- 


8 formation 











416 Bagot’s Difcourfes on the Prophectes. 


formation are pleaded in behalf of farther changes ; and that the 
moderation of fome among us would lead them to attempt to 
filence clamour, by making conceflions in points of indifference 
But it fhould be remembered, we are told, that points actually 
indifferent are never the objects of clamour; whatever its pre. 
tenfions may be, it always really means fomething more. Indeed 
it hath now fpoken out, the Doctor fays; and it is become 
evident, that the principles on which the Reformation formerly 
proceeded, plead now with equal force againft the alterations 
contended for, ‘Ihe great truths of the gofpel were the objeds 
then, and are fonow. Moderation, pretended with refpeé to 
thefe, fhould be called by another name. 

Such is the fpirit that breathes through this performance,— 
We have heard of clergymen who were fierce for moderation; 
but Dr. Bagot is fierce, very fierce, indeed, again/? it. . It may 
be proper, however, to acquaint him, that fome of the brightett 
ornaments of the church, in the higheft ftations too, for ‘whol 
learning, abilities, and virtues, our Author profeffes the greatel 
regard, make no fcrupie of declaring that both our articles and 
liturgy ftand much in need of reformation. Dr. Bagot may call 
the moderation of fuch perfons by whatever name he pleafes; in 
our opinion, it does them great honour. We have an extenfive 
acquajntance among the clergy, and have the fatisfaétion to 
know, that almoft all of them, how much foever they may dif- 
fer in other matters, agree in this, that a reformation is earneftly 
to be wifhed for. ‘There are, no.doubt, feveral reafons which 
may be affigned for that indifference to religion, fo vilible to 
every eye, and for the wide fpread of infidelity ; but he muftbe 
little acquainted with the fpirit of the prefent times, ‘who does 
not fee that both the one and the other are, in fome confiderable 
degree, owing to the grofs abfurdity and unintelligible jargon of 
fome of thofe articles of our church, to which an unfeigned 
affent is required by all thofe who minifter in it. As men gene- 
rally take their notions of Chriftianity, not from the Scriptates, 
but from creeds, formularies, and confeffions of faith; if the 
do&trines contained in our articles, taken in their plain and ob- 
vious fenfe, are the genuine doétrines of Chriftianity, is it to be 
wondered at that the number of unbelievers is fo great? R. 


—_—* 





Ant. V. Exercifes in Elocution; fele&ed from various Authors, and 
arranged under proper Heads: Intended as a Sequel to a Woik 
entitled, The Speaker. By William Enfield, LL. D. Lecturer 00 
the Belles Lettres in the Academy at Warrington. 8vo 5% 
‘Boards. 1zmo, (For the Ufe of Schools.) 3s. 6d. bound. John- 
fon. 1780. 9 

ITE nature and defien of this publication will beft appeat 
from Dr. Ennield’s prefatory advertifement ; ¢ The 
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Leiters and Papers on Agriculture, &t, 4r7 


«The compilation prefented to the Public under the title of The 
Speaker having met with a favourable reception, the | ditor has been 
induced to make a fecond collection on the fame plan, with the im- 
mediace delign oF affording further affiltance (0 youth in acquiring 
the habit of reading and {peaking with propriety. In this view ot 
the publication alone, he apprehends that a xew Set of Exercifes will 
no: be unacceptable either to teachers or pupils. But befides this, 
ihas been his intention, in extending this mifcellany, to collect, and 
digeit under diftinct heads, a large number of fuch paffages from the 
mot approved literary productions of our own country, as might ferve 
inlead young perfons into fome acquaintance with the moft valuable 
writers, and aiiit them in forming a tafte for the beauties of fine writ- 
iags He has alfo kept in view the fill more important object, of 
providing them with ufeful leffons of inftrastion, and imprefling upon 
their minds the fentiments of honour and virtue. if thuie ends thould, 
in any degree, be anfwered, the Editor will think his labour happily 
betoved.’ 

The acknowledged chara&ter of the ingenious Editor of this 
very ufeful and judicious compilation, renders it needlefs to fay, 
that the {election is made with great judgmentand tafte. This 
yolume is valuable, not only for the elegance, but for the quan- 
tity alfo of the matter which it contains, confifting of upwards 
of four hundred pages: aconfideration as times ncw are, efpee 
cially in a work likely to be generally adopted as a tchool-book, 
by no means to be defpifed. C, ar 





Art, VI. Letters and Papers on digriculture, Planting, Se Selected from 
the Correfpondence Book of the Soctety inttiuced at Bach, for the 
Encouragement of Agriculture; Arts, Manufactures and Com- 
merce, within the Counties of Somerfe:, Wilts, Gloucefter, and 
Dorfets and the City and County of Briitol. To which is added, 
An Appendix; containing a Propofal for the further Improvement 
of Agriculture; By a Member of the Society: and a ‘Tranflation 
of Monf. Hirzel’s Letter to Dr. Tiffot, in Anfwer to Monf. Lin- 
guet’s Treatife on Bread-Corn and Bread; By another Member of 
— 8vo. 5s. Boards. Bath, Crutwell. London, Dillye 
1780. 

. _riee the Society at Bath (for an account of whofe 

Rules and Orders, fee our Review for July 1780) was 

purpofely eftablifhed for the encouragement of agriculture, &c. 

in Somerfetthire, and the counties adjacent, yet the kingdom at 

large is likely to reap confiderable advantage from its inftitu- 
ton; it being their intention occafionally to lay before the 

Public fuch communications, of which the prefent volume is a 

hecimen, as they fhall judge likely to prove of general utility. 

he publication before us confifts of at leatt fixty articles; 

Not all, indeed, of equal importance, yet there are few, if any, 

tally barren of information. It would much exceed our li- 

nits, were we to attempt to take notice of every individual pa- 
Rey, June 1781. Ee per 
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per of merit and ingenuity contained in this colle&tion, We, 
fhall confine ourfelves, therefore, to fuch matters as are either 
ftrikingly important, or that have come more immediately unde 
our own obfervation. 

The firft letter which offers itfelf to us, is on the rife, Did. 
grefs, and mode of fetting wheat in Norfolk. 

‘ The fetting of wheat feems to have been firft fuggefted by plant. 
ing grains in a garden from mere curiofity, by perfons who had no 
thought or opportunity of extending it to a lucrative purpofe; and [ 
do not remember its being attempted on a larger {cale, till a Farmer 
near Norwich began it about twelve years fince, upon lefs than one 
acre of land. For two or three years only a few followed his exam. 
ple; and thefe were generally the burt of their neighbours’ meri. 
ment for adopting fo fingular a praftice. They bad, however, con. 
fiderably better and larger crops than their neighbours : this, together 
with the faving in feed, engaged more to follow them; while fome 
ingenious perfons, obferving its great advantage, recommended, and 
publithed, its utility in the Norwich papers. Thefe recommendations 
had their effet; the curiofity and enquiry of the Norfolk Farmers 
(particularly round Norwich) were excited, and they found fufficient 
reafon to make general experiments. Among the reft was one of the 
largeft occupiers of land in this county, who fet fifty-feven acres in 
one year. His fuccefs, from the vifible fuperiority of his crop both 
in quantity and quality, was fo great, that the following autumn he 
fet three hundred acres, and has continued the praétice ever fince. 
This noble experiment eftablithed the practice, and was the means of 
introducing it generally among the intelligent Farmers in a very large 
diftrikt of land; there being few who now /ow any wheat, if they can 
procure hands to fet it. It has been generally obferved, that although 
the /et crops appear very thin during the autumn and winter, the 
plants tiller and f{pread prodigioufly in the fpring. The ears are in- 
difputably larger, without any dwarfith or fmall corn; the grain is 
4 a larger fathom, and fpecifically heavier per bufhel, than when 

own. 

The lands on which this method is particularly profperous are, 
either after a clover ftubble, cr on which trefoil and grafs-feed were 
fown the {pring before the laft, and on which cattle have from time (0 
time paftured during the fummer, 

Thefe grounds, after the ufual manuring, are once turned over by 
the plough in an extended flag, or turf, at ten inches wide; along 
which a man, who is called a dibler, with two fetting irons, fomt- 
what bigger than ram-rods, but confiderably bigger at the lower end, 
and pointed at the extremity, fteps backwards along the turf, and 
makes the holes about four inches afunder every way, and an inch 
deep. Into thefe holes the droppess (women, boys, and girls) drop 
two grains, which is quite foflicient. After this, a gate, bufhed with 
thorns, is drawn by one horfe over the land, and clofes up the holes. 
By this mode, three pecks of grain is fufficient for an acre ; and being 
immediately buried, it is equally removed from vermin, or the powet 
of froft, The regularity of its riling gives the belt opportunity 0 
keeping it Clear from weeds, by weeding or hand-hocing. , 
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In a word, this praCtice is replete with greater utility than any 
that has been made in the agricultural art. Ina parochial view, it 
merits the higheft attention, as it tends greatly to leffen the rates, by 
employing the aged and children, at a feafon too when they have lirtle 
elfetodo*. It faves to the Farmer, and to the Public, fix pecks of 
feed wheat in every acre, which, if nationally adopted (without con- 
fidering the fuperior produce), would afford bread for more than half a 
million of people t. 

Too much cannot be faid in praife of this moft valuable im- 
provement in hufbandry. One circumftance, however, fhould 
have been noted with refpect to the method here recommended, 
which is not taken notice of either in this or any of the other 
papers on this fubjeCt— namely, that where the foil is clay, care 
fhould be taken to get the bufinefs over before the land becomes 
too wet by the heavy rains that not unufually fall at the latter 
end of the year. From not being aware of this, a friend of ours, 
who tried this method, found himfelf under the neceffity of 
laying it afide till the following feafon. 

At page 94 we meet with a curious account of a peculiar fpe- 
cies of grafs found at Orchefton in Wilthhire. We remem- 
ber hearing this grafs fpoken of fome years ago, by a gentleman 
who lived in that neighbourhood; but as he did not exprefs 
himfelf as being an eye-witnefs of what he related, we took 
it for granted that fome country wit, fkilled in the fcience of 
bum-bug, had diverted himfelf at the expence of his credulity. 
Marvellous, however, as the account then appeared, corro- 
borated by fuch a teftimony as the prefent, we can no longer dif- 
credit it. 

* This grafs is found at Orchefton St. Mary, about nine miles from 
Salifbury, in a meadow belonging to Lord Rivers, now in the occu- 
pation of Farmer Hayward, ‘This meadow, being ficuated on a {mall 
brook, is frequently overflowed, and fometimes continues fo a great 
partof the winter, It bears the greateft burthen in a wet feafon. 

* When I was there, it was too early in the {pring to make any 
particular obfervation on the blade, but the Farmer’s account is as 
follows, viz, * that it generally grows to the height of about eighteen 
inches, and then falls, and runs along the ground in knots, to the 
length of fixteen or eighteen feet, but that he has known inftances of 
us running to the length of twenty-five feet. 
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* We are farther informed that the expence of fetting by hand is 
now reduced to about 6s. anacre; and that a drill-plough has been 
Invented, by which one man may fet an acre a-day: for particulars 
we refer to the book. 

. tAconfideration of the ptmof confequence, efpecially when wheat 
dear, We are fully convinced of the utility of this method, and 
rd recommend its being generally adopted in the wettern coun- 
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* The meadow contains about two acres and ahalf. It is mowed 
twice in a feafon, and the average quantity is generally about twelve 
loads (tons) of hay the firft mowing, and fix the fecond; though 
fometimes confiderably more, The tythe of the meadow has i 
compounded for at nine pounds a year ®. 

* The gra(s is of a {weet nature ; all cattle, and even pigs, eat it very 
eagerly. When made into hay, it is excellent, and improves beafs 
greatly. The Farmer fays his horfes will eat ic in preference to corp 
mixed with chaff, when both are fet before them together.’ 

It is fingular that a grafs, both for quantity and quality of 
fuch importance, fhould never have been more taken notice of, 
or that no experiments fhould have been made to propogate it, 
There can be tittle doubt but it will thrive in fimilar foils and fi- 
tuations, Quere,—Might it not be introduced with great proba- 
bility of fuccefs into water- meadows ? 

The next article we fhall take notice of, is an account of the 
cultivation of Siberian barley. 

© A fmall inclofure, containing 3 acres, 1 rocd, 2 perches, which 
had been under turnips the two preceding years, was fown with com- 
mon barley, excepting one ridge of land in the middle of it, contain- 
ing 20 perches, which was fown with Siberian barley the fame day. 
The foil was very dry, and much inclining to a gravel. 


_—— 





‘* This account appeared to us fo fingular, and the crop of grafs fo 
very extraordinary, that our Secretary went to Orchefton, to examine 
more particularly into it. The Farmer, and divers other perfons in 
the village, confirmed the account contained in this letter, of its 
amazing produce in fummers when the meadow had been overflowed 
in the preceding winter and fpring; but when the winter had been 
dry, and the meadow not overflowed, the crop of grafs was not near 
fo large. ‘There did not appear to be any thing peculiar in the foil; 
nor were the other plants or weeds growing on it more luxuriant than 
in many other fimilar fituations. Some of this grafs was fent to the 
Society at Norwich; fome ingenious members of which inform us, 
that they think it is a fpecies of the Agroftis Polymorphia, mentioned 
by Hudfon in his Flora Anglica, of which there are feveral varieties. 

‘Camden mentions, in his Britannia, a grafs growing near the place 
where this is found, which he calls srai/ing Dog’s-gra/s, and fays, that 
“* hogs were fed with it.” 

‘ From all the enquiry made, we have not found this fpecies of grafs 
growing in any other part of the kingdom; hence it is pofitble that 
there may be fomething in the foil of this meadow peculiarly favour- 
able to its growth. 

© We fhall not, however, determine on this point, but recommend 
trials to be made of propogating it, by fowing the feed in other 
places fubje&t to be overflowed in the fame manner. If it can be 
propagated generally, it muft turn out the moft profitable to the 
Farmer of any grafs yet difcovered, and be of great benefit to the 
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‘ The ftate of the experiment is as follows: 
Timeof Seed per Produce per Weight per Total produce 


Sowing. Acre, Acre. Acre. in weight per 

Apr. 28, acre. 

17746 Bufhels Bubhels Pounds Pounds 
Common Barley, 3 365 52 1898 
Siberian Barley, 3 32 53 1856 


Excets of meafure in favour of the common barley, 44 buthels. 

Excefs of weight in favour of the common barley, 42 pounds, 

‘A few particularities attending the growth of Siberian barley: 

‘1, During the three firft weeks after the corn came up, the Sibe- 
rian was of a much deeper green, and had a much broader blade 
than the common barley; after that time the difference gradually di- 
minifhed. 

‘2, The Siberian was in all its ftages a fertnight forwarder than 
the common barley. It was mowed and houfed accordingly. 

‘3. The ears of the Siberian were much fhorter than thofe of the 
common barley; being only from five to nine grains in length; 
whereas the ears of the common barley were from nine to thisteen 
grains in length. 

‘From the firft particular I had raifed my expectations high in re- 
gard to the Siberian barley, and was confequently much difappointed 
at the appearance of the third. I then thought that the produce 
would be greatly deficient ; but the fize of the grains in a good mea- 
{ure prevented it. 

‘ The conclufion which I am tempted to draw from thefe two cir- 
cumitances is this, that the Siberian requires richer land than the 
common barley. In my land, there appeared to be fuflicient ftrength 
to produce all that luxuriance of growth which feems natural to the 
plant while in the grafs, but not fuflicient to fupport it in forming the 
ear. I am the more inclined to think this, having feen ears of dibe- 
rian barley of feventeen grains in length, which is the greateft length 
I remember to have obferved in the common barley. 

‘It may be remarked, that this circumitance does not feem to recom- 
mend it particularly to the county of Norfolk. On the contrary, the 
fecond particular greatly recommends it to that county; for it feems 
evident from thence, that the Siberian barley may be, and perhaps 
Ought to be, fown a fortnight later than the common barley. 

‘ A very large portion of our barley is conftantly much damaged, 
both as to produce in meafure and weight, by being fown too late, in 
confequence of the neceflity we are under of preferving fome of our 
turnips as long as poffible. 

‘I am fufficiently aware that this experiment is not decifive; and 
that a fingle experiment, however decifive it may feem, is not proper- 
ly conclufive ; bur I hope you will foon receive many others, and this 
May then contribute its mite towards forming an average, from which 
a jut conclufion may be drawn. 

J am, Gentlemen, 
Bracon, near Norwich, Your obedient humble fervant, 

Feb. 11, 1775. E HOWMAN. 
_ * P. 8. As it has been demonftrated before the Houfe of Commons, 
that the weight of the fleur of heavy wheat exceeds the weight of the 
Ee 3 | flour 
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flour of light wheat more than the difference between the refpective 
weights of the grain; it may be fafely concluded, that the fame thing 
holds true with refpe& to heavy and light barley of the fame kind: 
and with refpeét to the Siberian barley, it may certainly beconcluded 

that the weight of its flour exceeds the weight of the flour of common 
barley in a flill more eminent degree ; becaufe a part of the weight of 
the common barley arifes from a hufk, whereas the hufk of the sibe. 
rian barley is left upon the ear when threfhed. So that in this experj- 
ment, as the weight of the grain of the Siberian fo far exceeded the 
weight of the grain of the common barley, as a/moff to compenfate for 
the great deficiency of meafure per acre, the weight of the flour of the 
Siberian barley per acre would probably have been found equal to, if 
it had not exceeded, the weight of the flour of the common barley, 

‘ As a bread-corn indeed in this county, barley feems to be out of 
the queftion; but the nourifhment muft be in proportion to the weight 
of the flour, however, ufed. 

© Two things, however, want to be afcertained by well-authenticated 
experiments, viz. the quality of the Siberian barley in malting; and 
the quality of the beer made of that malt.’ 

Mr. Howman is certainly right in his conje€ture, that Siberian 
barley requires richer land than the common barley. This 
grain which promifes to be a valuable article of culture has rare- 
Jy had a fair trial; Farmers concluding, as it takes its name 
from an inhofpitable clime, that it will of courfe fubmit to in- 
hofpitable treatment; confequently it has been generally fown 
in the poqreft and coldeft land. Were it rightly cultivated there 
can be little doubt but it might become a very advantageous ar- 
ticle of Englifh hufbandry, efpecially in thofe parts of the ifland 
where barley, which mixed with equal parts of wheat is both 
wholefome and palatable, is made ufe of for bread. 

From fome attempts which we have known made to malt Si- 
berian barley, we fear the operation (at leaft as it is ufually 
conducted) will be attended with fome difficulty. From the 
tendernefs of its hufk or bran it is very apt to burft before it can 
be fuficiently faturated with water to make it germinate. 

Mr. Price of Salifbury has here thrown out fome inge- 
nious hints on the Rot in fheep; a fubject which feems, not- 
withftanding its importance, to be very impefeétly underftood. 
Even Mr. Price, although he has given confiderable attention to 
it, has adopted fome opinions relative to this matter, which, we 
have reafon to believe, are not generally true. 

‘ The caufe of the Rot in fheep, fays Mr. Bofwell, in his late ufe- 
ful and ingenious publication, * is unknown.—Mr. Arthur Young, 10 
recapitulating all the information he could get, in his Eaftern Tour, 
obferves, that ‘** the accounts are fo amazingly contradidtory, that 
nothing can be gathered from them;” but concludes, that “* ¢ve’y 
one knows that moifture is the caufe.”’ 


— | 





* On Watering Meadows. For an account of this performance, 
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‘{n differing from an Author of Mr. Young’s acknowledged merit, 
fapported by the general opinion of mankind, I am led to examine 
my own fentiments with caution and diftraft;—but, unlefs it is only 
meant, that moifture 1s generally the remote caufe, it will be difficult to 
account for the Rot being taken on fallows in a fingle day, and in wa- 
ter meadows fometimes in half an hour, when in grounds of a diffe- 
rent fort, although exceflively wet and flabby, fheep will remain for 
many weeks together uninjured. 

‘ Another opinion, and which has many adherents, is, that the 
Rot is owing to the quick growth of grafs or herbs that grow in wet 
laces. 

‘ Without premifing, that all-bounteous Providence has given to 
every animal its peculiar talte, by which is diltinguifhes the food pro- 
per for its prefervation and fupport (if not vitiated by fortuitous cir- 
cumftances ), it feems very difficult to difcover on philofophical prin- 
ciples, why the quick growth of grafs fhould render it noxious,—or 
why any herb fhould at one feafon produce fatal effects, by the admif- 
fion of pure water Only into its component parts, which at other times 
is perfectly innocent, although brought to its utmott ftrength and ma- 
turity by the genial influence of thefun. So far from agreeing with 
thofe who attribute the Rot to quick-growing grafs, which they call 
fathy, infipid, and deititute of falts, to me the quicknefs of growth is 
a proof of its being endued with the moft active principles of vegeta- 
tion, and is one of the criterions of its fuperior excellence.—Befides, 
the conftant practice of moft farmers in the kingdom, who, with the 
greateft fecurity, feed their meadows in the fpring, when the grafs 
fhoots quick and is full of juices, militates directly againft this opi- 
nion. 

‘ Let us now confider whether another caufe may not be affigned, 
more reconcileable with the various accounts we receive of this dif- 
order. If our arguments, however fpecious, are contradictory to 
known facts, inftead of conduéting us in the plain paths of truth, they 
leave us in the mazes of error and uncertainty. 

“ Each fpecies of vegetables and animals has its peculiar foil, fitue 
ation, and food, afigned to it. Taught by unerring inftinét “* the 
fparrow findeth her a houfe, the fwallow a neft, and the ftork in the 
heavens knoweth her appointed time.” The whole feathered tribe, 
indeed, difplay a wonderful fagacity and variety in the choice and 
frugture of their habitations. Nor can it be doubted thatthe minutef 
reptile has its fixed Jaws, appointed by him whofe ‘* tender mercies 
are Over all his works.” 

‘The numerous inhabitants of the air, earth, and waters, are 
frongly influenced by the feafons, and by the ftate of the atmo- 
fphere ; and the fame caufes, perhaps, that rapidly call myriads of one 
pecies into being, may frequently prove the deitruétion of another, 
Is it then improbable that fome infe& finds its food, and lays its eggs, 
on the tender fucculent grafs found on particular foils (efpecially wet 
Ones) which it moN delights in ?—Or, that this infe&t fhould, after a 
redundancy of moifture by an inftinctive impulfe, quit its dank and 
dreary habitation, and its fecundity be greatly increafed by fuch fea- 


2s, in conjunétion with the prolific warmth of the fun? 
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* The flefh-fly jav her eggs upon her food, which alfo feryes to 
fupport her future off-pring ; and the common earth-worm Propagite, 
iis fpecies above ground, when the weather is mild and moitt, or toe 
earth dewy. 

‘ The eggs, depofited on the tender germ, are canveyed with the 
food into the !tomach and inteilines of the animals, whence they ate 
received into the lacteal veflels, carried off in the chyle, and pas into 
the blood; nor do they mect with any obitruétion until they arrive at 
the capillary vefiels of the liver.—/ere, as the bload filtraces through 
the extreme branches, an!wering to cnofe of the Vena Porta in the hy. 
man body, the fecerning veffels ave .o0 minuce to admit the im preg. 
nated ova, which, adhering to the membrane, produce thofe animal. 
cule that feed upon the liver, and dettroy the theep, They much re. 
femble the flat-fith called plaice, are fometimes qs large as a filver two. 
pence, and are found both tn the liver, and in the pipe .anfwering to 
that of the vena Cava) wh.ch conveys the blood from the liver to the 
heart. | 

‘ If the form of this animal is unlike any thing we meet with 
among the infect tribe, we fhould confider that jt may be fo {mall in 
its natural flare as to efcape our obfervation.—Or might not its form 
have changed with its fituation 7-—‘* The caterpillar undergoes feve- 
ral changes before it produces a butterfly.”’ 

‘ The various accounts which every diligent enquirer mutt have 
met with (as well as the indefatigable Mr. Young) feem very confit 
ent with the theory of this diiorder. 

‘ If dry, limed land, in Derbyshire will rot in common with water- 
meadows ahd flagnant marfhes;—it fome {pringy Jands rot when 
others are perfectly fafe; is it owing to the circumitance of water, or 
that of producing the proper food or nidus of the infect? Thofe who 
find their after-grafs rot till the autumnal watering, and fafe after. 
wards, might probably be of opinion, that the embryo laid there in 
the fummer is then wafhed away or deftroyed. : 

* Win regard to thoie lands that are accounted never fafe, if there 
is not fomething pegultar in the foil or fituation which allures or 
forces the infeéi to quit its abode at unvfual feafons, ic may be well 
worth enquiring, whether, from the coarfenefs o! their nature, or for 
want of being fufficiently fed, there is not fome grafs in thefe lands 
always left of a fufficient length to fecure the eggs of the infect above 
the reach of the water. 

‘ Such who affert that ffowing water alone is the caufe of the Rot, 
can have but little acquaintance with the Somerietthire clays, and are 
diametrically oppofite to thofe who find their worit land for rotting 
cured by watering. Yer, may not the water which produces this ef 
fext, be impregnated with pariicles deftru€tive to the infect, or to the 
tender germ which ferves for its food or nidus? 

‘ For folving another difficulty, that ** no ewe ever rots while fhe 
has alamb by her fide,” the gentlemen of the faculty can beft inform 
us, whether it is not probable, that the impregnated ovum paffes 1nt0 
the milk, and never arrives at the liver. The fame learned gentlemen 
may think the following queftion alfo not unworthy their confidera 
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¢ Why is the Rot fatal to theep, hares, and rabbits (and fometimes 
to calves’, when cattle of greater bulk, which probably take the fame 
food, efcape uninjured *? 

‘Js the digellive matrer in the flomach of thee different from that 
of the others, and fuch as will turn the ova into a itate of corruption ; 
or rather, are not the fecretory ducis in the liver large enough to let 
then pafs through, and be carried on in the ufual current of the 
blond P 

«It feems to be an acknowlecged fa, that falr marfhes never rot. 
Salt is pernicious to moft infecis They never infeit gardens where 
feaeweed is laid +. Common falt and water is a powerful expellent 
of worms bred in the human body. 

‘] could with the intelligent farmer would confider thefe truths 
with attention, and not neglect a remedy whichis cheap and always at 
hend. 

‘Liste, in his bock of hvfbandry, informs us of a Farmer who 
cured his whole flock of the Koc, by giving each thecp a handful of 
Spanith fale, fer five or fix mornings fuccefliveiy, ‘The hint was pro- 
bably taken from the Spania:ds, who frequently give their fheep fale 
to keep them healthy. 

‘On fome farms, perhaps, the utmoft caution cannot always pre- 
vent the diforder. [a wer and warm feafons, the prudent Farmer will 
remove his {heep from the lands jiable to Rot. Thofe who have trnoe 
in their power to do this, 1 woud acvite to give each a fpoonful of 
common falc, with the fame qu.ntity of flour, in a quarter of a ping 
of water, once or twice a week, Wien che Rot is recently taken, 
the fame remedy given four or five mornings fucceflively, will in all 
probability effect a cure. The addijion of the four and water will, 
inthe opinion of the writer of this, no: only anate the pungency of 
the fait, but cifpofe it co mix with the chyle in a more friendly and 
efficacious manner.’ 

Mr. Price confiders it as an indubitable faG, that the infe&is 
which are fomet:'mes found in the livers, &c. of fheep, and 
which he properly deicribes as refembling the flat-fifh called 
plaice, are the caufe of the Rot. He teems not to be aware, 
that thefe infects are found, at particular fcafons, and in a greater 


or lefs degree, in the livers of almott all fheep whatever, It is 


not improbable that, like worms in the human body, they may 
oftentimes encreafe to tuch a degree, as to lay the foundation of 
diforders as fatal to fheep as the malady here ipoken of. But the 
Rot itfelf feems to proceed from fone different caufe, or from 
fome caufe to which this is only fecondary. The liver of a 
rotien fheep, at leaft during the carlier itayes of the diforder, 
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* Perhaps nor aiways. We once k:.ew an intiance of a three years 
old Ally dying with every fymptom of tne Rot, by being paitured, as 
i was fuppofed, for a few days in a meadow that had been ately 
®verflowed, 

t Ana yet fea-weeds, fleeped a few days in the pureft {pring-water, 
abound with animalcula of various {pecies. 
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differs hardly in any refpect from that of a found one, excepting 
that it has a fomewhat fcalded appearance: when boiled, it dif. 
folves, and forms a fediment at the bottom of the veffel refem. 
bling mud, Jn thofe few inftances in which fheep have furviyed 
this malady, the liver is always found fcirrhous. There is one 
circumftance refpecting this complaint, which, as it may not be 

enerally known, deferves to be noticed. The fleth of rotten 

eep, if the taint be not of long ftanding, is remarkably florid, 
and the fat moft delicately white. The fat, however, may eafily 
be diftinguifhed from that of a found fheep, by its having a more 
curdly appearance, Nay, fuch is the effect of this fingular dif. 
eafe, that even ram’s flefh, which is known to be in general 
coarfer, and the fat yellower than of other fheep, will, when 
tainted with the Rot, rival in appearance the fineft wedder 
mutton. 

An accurate hiftory of this deftructive diforder, which poffi. 
bly is to be obtained only by repeated and fkilful diffeGions in 
the different ftages of its progrefs, is much wanted, 

From feveral Papers on the rheum palmatum, or truerhuburb, 
it appears that it may be cultivated in this climate with very 
little difficulty. Such directions are here given for the manage- 
ment of this valuable drug, as will, we apprehend, enable any 
one both to cultivate and cure it with fuccefs, 

T-he Propofal for the further improvement of agriculture by a 
Member of the Bath Society, which is added in the Appendix, is 
avery well written and ingenious eflay ;—but the length to 
which this article is already extended, prevents us from paying 
that attention to it which it merits. 

We cannot, however, conclude without congratulating the 
friends of agriculture, not only on the prejent publication, but 
on the profpect of its being continued under the aufpices of the 
truly refpectable and intelligent Society that has fuperintended 
it hitherto. As they exprefs themfelves defirous of information, 
from whatever quarter it may come, it is to be hoped that who- 
ever has any thing to throw into the common ftock of agricul 
tural knowledge, will communicate it to the Society at Bath, 
by them to be admitted into fome future volume of their tranf- 


actions. . é ee 


Art. VIL. Striures upon Agriculture Societies, with a Propofal for 
One upon a new Plan. 8vo. 15s. 6d- Evans. 1780. 


HE plan that has been generally adopted by Agriculture 
Societies for the purpofes of awakening a fpirit of rural 
improvement, and of exciting induftry in the hufbandman, has 
been to offer premiums for the beft conduSted experiments. But, 


sational as this {cheme appears to be in fpeculation, anes 
as 
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hs not yet, except in fome few inftances, confirmed its utility. 
It (eldom happens, that even thofe who obtain a premium con- 
tinue their exertions when no longer ftimulated by the profpect 
of an immediate reward. The fact is, that moft new experi- 
nents in agriculture require an increafe of labour or expence, 
befide a degree of accuracy and attention which few are capable 
of beftowing, and which would too frequently interfere with 
other more important concerns. Before any novelty in rural 
economics can be an object of general attention, its advan 
uges muft be obvious, its execution fimple, and the profits it 
holds out to us not very remote. Hence it is evident, that fome- 
thing more is wanted, before agriculture can receive much ad- 
ditional improvement, than merely to exercife the ingenuity of 
the experimental agriculturift. Senfible of this, the prefent 
Writer, in imitation of the Dublin Society, and in conformity 
tothat of Bath, propofes, that agriculture focieties fhould be 
povided with two farms, the one appropriated to ploughing, 
the other to breeding. By this method the objects of his pro- 
poled focieties would be recommended to the public approbation 
as Gfablifhed, approved practice, rather than as mere experiments. 
His plan, which the limits of this article will not permit us to 
enter into in detail, is plaufible and ingenious. There is, how- 
wer, one part of it which we think merits particular notice: no 
oe who ever poflefled any domeftic animal befide a dog and 
cat, but will wifh to fee it carried into execution. 

‘The importance of live-iteck, both to the proprietors and the 
public, fuggeits to me another inftituiion, which, if it could be ane 
uexed to this breeding farm, would apparently render the whole plan 
complete; | mean the inftituiion of @ veterinarian Jchool or academy, 
where pupils fhould be initructed medically and fyttematically in the 
knowledge and cure of the difeafes of domeftic avimals, by men of 
tiperience and abilities in their profeffion. Whoever confiders the 
value of {uch animals, the many difeafes they are fubjeét to, and the 
wplorable ignorance of thofe to whom they are committed under 
lem, muft certainly allow that fuch an inflitution would be a moft 
veful and important acquifition to the public. It is not perhaps un- 
talonable nor uncandid to fuppofe, that it is an equal chance in any 
ae, whether the generality of our farriers, cowleeches, &c. do good 
harm. If they have no clear, rational principles to direct them ia 
litir pratice—as, in general, they certainly have not—the event is 
it belt but fortuitous, Nay, there are many difeafes, and particularly 
ofthat moft valuable animal, the fheep, which few or none of them 
fen pretend to know or cure. And what an immenfe advantage 
Would it be to the proprietor and the public, if a certain and effectual 
tmedy could be found out for even one particular difeafe, which 
this animal is occafionally fubje&t to! I mean the Rot, For this fatal 
‘id lurking malady, in fome unfavourable years, deftroys almott half 
Ne theep in this ifland, and renders many, not abfolutely deitroyad, 

00 real value to the owner. Whata pity, nay what a fhame it is, 
thug 


















































































re dt oe > 


428 Fofft’s Elements of Univerfal Law. 


that we co not pay greater attention to the lives of thofe anime! 
which coniittute fo great a part of our neceffary food, and afforg m 
materials for our moit valuable manufactures. It is not Certain] “4 
caufe we are either ignorant of their value, or indifferent to their wel 
fare, but the want of competent Knowledge in their difeafes i 
therefore perfons of abilities and experience wou!d undertake the 
treatment of their difeafe:, there is no doubt but their merit and fe, 
vices would be honoured with adequate encouragement and reward 
For a farmer, who confiders the health of his live-ftocie as next jg 
imrortance to that of bis own and family’s, will undoubtedly look 
upon him with proportionable efteem who can fuccefifully treat the 
difeafes of the former. The greateft difficulty in the beginning of 
fuch an inftitution, would be to find proper matters or profeflors: 
but when once this was furmounted, there is no doubi but the plan 
would be properly continued and tuppo-ted, both with fuccels to the 
practitioners and the public. Thofe of the medical faculty, from the 
mode cf their educatior, feem beft qualified for fuch an undertaking, 
and without any refle€tion upon individuals, fome of them m'ght per 
haps be empleyed as prontably to themielves, and as ufetully to the 
public, in the cure o: (ic difeafes of domettic animals, as in thofe of 
the human fpecies. Nay, the propriety and even neceility of fuch ay 
jnflitution is fo obvious, that it is matter of ailonithment that we 
have never yet put it ia practice; and particulariy as a fimilar inf. 
tution is well kaown to have been for a coniidcrable time fupporied 
with great repuiation and fuccefs in France. We are but too ford 
of adopting what we eticem the elegancies of our ingenious and in 
ventive reighbouring rivals: but let usin this inttance give a proofof 
our good fenfe, and good policy, by acopting what is really and ef 
fentiolly ufeful. Ifthe eftablifhmene of fuch an academy thou'd be 
thought too arduous or too expenfive an undertaking for a fociety 
whofe funds arife from voluntary contributions, and mutt be applied 
to other purpofes too; is not the matter of fufficient importance to 
warrant the interpofition of the legiflature? Affifted by the public in 
fuch a manner as this great national counc:! might think proper and 
efrectual ; every agricuiture fociety, or at leaft every two contiguous 
focieties, might be enabled to add this important objeét of rural im 
provement to the reft of their plan. It cannot, in my humble op 
nion, be confidered in this manner, as an appendage to other objett 
of greater importance ; for improvements in the mode of treating the 
difeafes of domettic animals, is certainly of equal, if not greattt 
importance, than improvements in agriculture ; af, at leait, we méy 
be allowed to judge of the furure by the pait.’ C1 . 


Aer. VIII. Principia cum Furis Univerfalis tum pracipue Angi 
cani. Auttore Capel Lofit——J.C.— 12mo. z Vols. 04 
Boards. Owen, &c.. 1779. 

Elements cf Univerfal Law; being the 1ft Volume of the Trranflatios 

of the foregoing Work. 
7 E have fufpended for fome time the tafk of reviewing 
this performance, in expectation that the learned a0 


laborious Author would have completed the defign he "7 ‘el 
0. 
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pied in his Preface, and which he there informs us was * to 
ye illuftrated his Principia ‘Juris Univerfalis, &c. with ex- 
nples of our own and former times, and to evince by experi 
nce —which is the genuine and peculiar praife of real worth— 
rot only how uniformly they have been recognized in judoment, 
wt how great their utility :’ and this, he fays, * he means to 
mike the bufine!s of a future publication.” At prefent, we feel 
wrfelves obliged to confider his work as in a ftate of imma- 
rity and imperfection: as an immenfe heap of maxims and 
hervations on the fubject of natural and municipal law, ex- 
rafted from the beft writers, with great diligence ; but difpofed 
with little happinefs or judement: and more ufeful to the com- 
piler, than interefting to a ftudent;, who, if he mu/? have acom- 
non-place-book, had much better have one of his own making 
han of any other man’s. Indeed, we ftrongly fufpect, that it is 
not by piling up maxims and rules under the name of principles, 
that a fcience is moft fuccefsfully taught and inculcated. Lord 

Bacon, whofe practice is alone a precept to inferior underftand- 
ings, tells us, in the Introduction to his ** Maxims of Law,” 
that he did not think it fufficient ** to fet down rules like fo 
mny fhort dark oracles: but that it was neceflary to attend 
them with a clear and perfpicuous expofition, fhewing the rea- 
fns whereupon they depend, and the affinity they have with 
other rules. For want of this,” he adds, ** rules are but as 
proverbs, and many times plain fallacies.”—And for want of 
this, we muft add, the prefent work (for whofe Author we have 
areal efteem, on account of his learning and generous zeal for 
the principles of law and liberty) will be found of little utility 
to the world. 

This gentleman appears to have haftencd to the prefs with too 
nuch of the gallantry of a young author, and too little confider- 
ation of the tafk he impofed upon himfelf. Had he delayed his 
work a few years longer, the order of it might have been more 
perfect, and his whole defign completed. ‘The firft mode ot ar- 
wngement he adopts is an alphabetical one, like Mr. Ray’s 
Proverbs, and this he has carried through feveral letters of the 
dphabet, and then deferted for a more {cientific diftribution, 
fi (adds he) eoufque non male alphabeticus refpondiffet ordo’— 
Will Mr. Capel Lofft gravely affure us, that one half of the al- 
phabet is /uitable to legal fubjeéts, and the other unfuitabie? 
That fome letters anfwer well (to ufe his own word), anu fome 
il? Or will not his readers euels, for him, that, on finding this 
blan of arranging his Principia embarrafling and prepofterous, 
he was obliged to abandon it for a better; but at the fame time, 
being unwilling to lofe all the Jabour he had expended on this 
thildith fcheme, he chofe the world fhould have what he had 





done thus far (coufque), crude and imperfect as it was.—T'o cor- 
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rect is laborious ; to expunge is mortifying : Jabor & mops ling 
anituit. 

That part of the work which comprehends the Elements 
the Law of England, is built upon the arrangement of Sir Wie 
liam Blackftone, of whofe Commentaries a liberal ufe js — 
though he appears rather aukward in his Latin drefs, Mr. 
Lofft’s reafons for publifhing firft in Latin are given in his Pr 
face, where he contends, that © he is fupported herein by sa 
ancient authorities, and thofe fome of the greateft ornaments of 
the law among his own countrymen. That thefe maxims and 
rules had generally been expreffed in Latin by the ableft men. 
that, by being uttered with that folemnity, they might the bette 
be imprinted in the mind; and then, that having the infgnia of 
the Roman Toga, as it were, they might not be confined within 
the limits of our language and empire, formerly both narrow 
but as citizens of Rome in the days of her ancient greatnels, - 
whatever region they happen to be caft, might find themfelves 
at home : but chiefly, that, according to their defert, they might 
be delivered to perpetual memory : as they faw that language to 
be peculiarly extenfive in its reception, leaft expofed to the pid. 
bable viciffitudes of human affairs, and one in which they could 
exprefs their ideas with moft concifenefs, perfpicuity, and 
force.’ 

Thefe reafons, however, Mr. Lofft juftly obferves, in his 
Englifh Preface, ‘are of lefs weight than they were formerly: 
of which, indeed, we want no other argument from him, than 
his having thought it expedient, after all thefe high founding 
phrafes, to give the world a Tranflation of his Latin work, 

The firft volume only of the Tranflation has hitherto ap. 
peared. In the fecond, we apprehend, he will feel rather ari- 
diculous embarraflment in re-tran/flating into Englifh thofe parts 
of Blackftone which he had firft tranflated into Latin. 

Even in the Latin work, fome of our Law terms appear fo lu- 
dicroufly aukward, that Mr. Loft had fubjoined to the fecond 
volume an Englifh Gloflary, of “which the following is a fpeci- 
men: 

Aétio rerum inventarum ° AGion of Trover and Con 


converfarum, ~ - verfion. 
Adnullatio, - - A Defeazance. 
Advocatio, - . Advow/fon, 
Alligata, - - Ligan. 
Concefpitium, : - Turbary. 
Conceffio, . . - <A Grant, 
Conventio, - . A Covenant, 
Dimiffio, - A Leafe. 


There is furely fomething inconfiflent in this. We are told 


above, that one of the benefits of giving thefe Principia in Lati; 
isy 
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js, that, ‘like citizens of ancient Rome, on whatever region 
they might happen to be caft, they may find themfelves at home.” 
When an Englifhman is fuppofed not to know the terms of his 
own Law without an Englifh Gloflary, what can foreigners 
do! Mr. Lofft has not helped them to one ! 

We cannot but obferve likewife, that he is much too technical 
and minute in his book De Leg. Angl. Commun. ‘in treating of 
Burglary, Arfon, Larceny, Replevin, Trefpafs, &c. Lf what he 
has faid of thefe, be Principia, as in a lax fenfe they may be fo 
called, he might as well have given half Viner’s Abridgment, or 
the Statutes at Large, as Elements of the Laws of England.— 
Still lefs was there any reafon for publifhing them in Latin; 
they are the Indigink, of this country, and not likely to travel 


much abroad. TT’, 





Arr. IX. The Hiftory of Lord North’s Adminifiration, to the Diffa- 
lution of the Thirteenth Parliament of Great Britain. 8vo. 3 Se 
fewed. Wilkie. 1781. 


HE time for an impartial hiftory of Lord North’s Admi- 
T niftration is not yet arrived. ‘The minds of men are too 
much agitated by hopes and fears, oppofition and refentment, to 
form a difpaffionate judgment of recent tranfactions. The 
Writer of this hiftory has defeated the claim which he might 
otherwife make to impartiality, by fetting out with an unfair, ile 
liberal account of the motives which firft engaged Mr. Wilkes 
in oppofition to miniftry, and of his confequent expulfion, &c. 
Among other things, having mentioned the illegal feizure of 
his papers, and arbitrary commitment of his perfon, without cen- 
fure, or reflection of any kind, he fays, * This proceeding 
brought to light a licentious poem, equally replete with pro- 
fanenefs and obf{cenity. Every individual member of Admini- 
ftration was fhocked at fuch flagitious impiety ; and the offences 
of the man, in whofe cuftody it was found, againft his God and 
his King, were defcanted upon with ail the energy of virtuous 
teprobation in both Houfes of Parliament. Even Mr. Wilkes’s 
allociates in thofe unhallowed orgies, which this poem was com- 
pofed for the purpofe of animating, declared their abhorrence of 
thecrime. The difcovery worked an immediate converfion on 
anoble Lord, who had heretofore been diftinguifhed by his zeft 
for thefe profanations: with tears in his eyes, he read to the 
houfe the maledictory verfes, and execrated them with all the 
fervour of new-born zeal.’ If the Author intended this for 
irony, it is aukwardly introduced, and improperly exprefled. If 
he meant to be underftood ferioufly, he muft either be a dupe 
himfelf, or intend to make his reader one. 
The bulk of this hiftory is little more than a detail of the ar- 
guments which have been advanced pro and con upon the quef- 
tions 
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tions that have been agitated in Parliament, from the commence. 


ment of Lord North’s Adminittration, to the diffolution of Par. | 


Jiament in 1774. Sometimes even the names of the f{peakers are 
added ; at others they are omuted. The Writer is very {parin 

of his own reflections ; paffing over much curious matter with 

eut remark, and clofing the moft interefting debates with a bare 
recital of the numbers that voted for and a ainft the guettion, 
His language Is In genera, plain and perfpicuous, but fometimes 
turgid and ob{cure. Fo- inftance, ‘Mr. George Grenville ope 
pojed the meafures then purfued, although framed by the hufband 

bis fifter: but his laboured refearcnes were conftantly nullified by - 
emanations cf Mr, Pitt’s enlightened mind” Again, * The boldnefs 
ef this proceeding,’ referring to the commitmsnt of the Meflenger 
of the Houfe of Commons by the Lord Mayor and the Alder. 
men Wilkes and Oliver, in the affair of the Printers, © The 
boldnefs of this proceeding, and the open defiance whi h was hurled at 
parliame tary privileges, when claimed independent of law, afte 
nifbed the nation, whilft the indignation of the Houfe at the infult 
which their officer had received, rofe to a height that feemed to 
threaten fevere chafitfement to the MAGISTERIAL ©RIUMVIRATE,’ 

But left we fhould be accufed of felecting only the more 
faulty pallages, we fhall tranfcribe the following paragraph asa 
fair and even favourable fpecimen, both of the Author’s Jane 
guage, and of the few reflections with which he has accom. 
panied his narrative. It follows an account of the debates on 
the bill to regulate the aft India Company in 1773. We are 
not anfweravle for the propricty with which it is there intros 
duced. 

* When the great Hampden contended with the Crown for the 
payment of forty fhillings, which he confidered as illegally le- 
vied, it was not within the compafs of human forefight to pre- 
dict, that, in little more than a century, that noble zeal, in the 
fupport of the juft rights of mankind, would be loft in this 
country. When the Parliament, after the peace of Ryfwick, re 
fuled to comply with a requeft made by their King and Deliverer, 
that he might retain his Dutch cuards, the members who were 
then fuch auftere guardians of liberty, againft the incroach 
ments of regal power, little thought, that even their fons might 
be fenators, when Parliaments would become the mere echo of 
the Minifter; and that th> moft eflential alterations would take 
place in the conditions of the Prince and the People, without 
any alarm being excited, or the body of the nation having any 
apprehenfion of the change. But when the manners of a people 
alter, their form of govern nent will undergoa correfponding mo- 
dification. Simplicity and frugality embrace liberty as the parent 
of every blefiing ; refinement and luxury fpread a general ind 


ference among the people, they become blind to confequenct 
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and /egnent in a general caufe; which furnifh Minifters with 
golden opportunities to effect their purpofes. Savior armis luxu- 
ria incubuit.’ 

_ The Author profefles to give the debates on the Petition of 
the Clergy in 1772, from minutes taken in the houfe at the 
time, and never before printed. He alfo claims a merit, which 
we fhall not difpute, refpecting the accounts he has given of the 
fupplies and ways and means in each fucceeding year. Upon 
the whole, we cannot confider this as a very excellent perform- 
ance. It may, indeed, be of fervice, in refrefhing the memory 
of thofe who have not an opportunity of confulting the Parlia- 
mentary Ot Annual Regifters: but it is not calculated to afford 
the Reader a comprehenfive view, or to enable him to form a 
found judgment, of the meafures and fpirit of the Adminiftra- 
tion whofe hiftory it profeffes to recite. E 
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Art. X. The Duration of our Lord’s Miniftry particularly confidered : 
in Reply to a Lerter from Dr. Prieftley on that Subject, prefixed to 
his Englifh Harmony of the Fvangelifts, By William Newcome, 
D.D. Bifhop of Waterford. 12mo. 2s. fewed, Dublin printed, 
and fold by Longman in London, 1780. 


UR Readers will find an account of the occafion and rife 

of this controverfy in our Review of Dr. Newcome’s 
Harmony of the Gofpels *, and of Dr. Prieftley’s Englifh Har- 
mony of the Evangelifts +. In the Article laft mentioned, we 
took particular notice of Dr. Prieftley’s Letter to his Lordthip, 
to which the prefent publication is intended as a reply. In that 
letter the Doctor wifhed his Lordfhip to enter into an amicable 
Jifcuffion of the queftion relative to the duration of our Lord’s 
miniftry, and defired in particular to know in what light the 
moft confiderable of the arguments that he had alleged in fup- 
port of Mr. Mann’s hypothefis appeared to his Lordfhip’s mind. 
Accordingly the Bifhop has here entered into a particular confi- 
deration of the fubjeét, flated the facts and circumftances upon 
which his opinion refpecting the length of our Saviour’s mini- 
tty is founded, and made obfervations on fome of the principal 
arguments of Dr, Prieftley, as they affect either diftinct por- 
tions, or the whole of the period that he has allotted toit. The 
facts and circumftances which his Lordfhip has here ftated are 
chicfly repeated from the Notes fubjoined to his Harmony. As 
we made fome large extracts on this fubject in our account of 
that learned and judicious publication, we fhali confine our re- 
marks at prefent to what his Lordfhip has further advanced in 
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* Review for Oftober 1779. + Review for February laft. 
Rey, June 1781. F f con- 
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confirmation of his own fentiments, or by way of reply to Dé, 
Prieftley. 

His Lordfhip enters upon the fubje& with repeating his opi- 
nion refpecting the commencement of the miniftry of John the 
Baptift, and of Jefus, and endeavours to ftrengthen it with the 
authority of Lardner. He * efteems it probable, that John be. 
gan to preach when he attained his thirtieth year; that is, about 
fix months before Jefus’s baptifm ;’ and fixes the birth of Jefus 
on the firft of October. * Now,’ fays he, ‘ if Jefus began to 
be thirty years of age when he entered on his miniftry, it will 
follow from my hypothefis, that he was baptifed in a ferene + 
and temperate part of the year, fuited to the exercife of John’s 
office as Baptift And Lardner’s words are |t, ** Near the end of 
the fummer feafon, harveft and vintage being over, or near over, 
which was a time of general leifure, John began to preach and 
baptife.”” From fuch probabilities and prefumptions, I call 
them by no other name, I collect that Jefus entered on his mi- 
niftry about fix months before that Paflover which is recorded 
John ii. 13, &c.’ Here his Lordfhip has been guilty of an in- 
advertency, which we fhould not have expected in fo cool and 
deliberate a Writer. For, if John did not begin to preach and 
baptile ti!] near the end of the fummer feafon, Jefus, according 
to.the hypothefis, was not baptifed before the February or 
March of the following year. On the contrary, if, as it is more 
probable, Jefus was baptifed fix months before the Paffover re- 
_ corded John ii. 13. John muft have begun to preach and bap- 

tife about the time of the preceding Paflover. 

The next point which Dr. Newcome takes into confideration 
is, ‘ the part of our Lord’s miniftry comprehended between the 
Paffover John ii. 13. and that feaft of the Jews which St. John 
mentions ch, v. 1. : as to which he endeavours to prove that the 
fpace of fifty days is too fhort a period for the events included in 
it. He fupports his opinion, among other confiderations, by 
infifting on the great probability that fefus continued at Jerufa- 
lem all the eight days of the Pafchal Feaft. And under this 
head, in anfwer to the objection made by Dr. Prieftley to our 
Lord’s purging the temple at this firft Paflover, from the bold- 
nefs and provoking nature of the aétion, his Lordfhip has the 
following obfervations : 

© The * bolder *” his action of purging the temple was, the 
greater is the praife of his fortitude. But I much doubt whe- 
ther it was *¢ the moft * provoking of any thing that he ever did, 
refpecting the Jewifh rulers.” It was interpreted by them as an 
affertion that he was a prophet. Then anfwered the Fews and 





ft See Macknight’s Harmony, 1. 149, 2d edit. 
| Cred, Partai. vol, ille p. 1400 * Dr. P.’s Letter, pe 1! 
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rid unto him, What + fign fheweft thou unto us, feeing that thou 
doef thefe things? Jelus had not yet contradicted their preju- 
dices relating to the Meffiah: and the queftion feems to be put 
without afperity. They might be affected by this part of Jefus’s 
conduét, not only becaufe he thus aflumed a prophetic charac- 
ter, but becaufe he might, poffibly, obftru& the gain which arofe 
to them from letting out the courts of the temple to prophane 
ufes, and might be underftood as indirectly reproving their ava- 
rice and impiety. But what appeared on the face. of the 
action was highly laudable ; an extraordinary zeal for God and 
his temple.’ 

‘Jtistrue, that, during the laft week of our Lord’s life f, 
when the Scribes and Chief Prief?s heard, that he had cleanfed the 
temple, they fought how they might defirey him. But according to 
my ftate of faéts, circumftances were then widely different.’— 
‘And, as it is an important point in the hiftory of our Lord, 1 
with that thofe who maintain only one cleanfing of the temple, 
would direét their attention to a circumftance which I have 
omitted in the Notes on my Harmony, where I treat this fub- 
je& at large: I mean, the different conduct of the Jews, when 
they afked Jefus, What § fign fheweft thou, feeing that thou doeft 
thefe tbings ? and when tor the fame action they fought how they 
might * deftroy him. The fentiments of the Jewifh Kulers feem 
more favourable to Jefus at the firft Paflover than at the laft, 
Rabbi, fays Nicodemus, himfelf a Ruler, wE KNow that thou 
arta Teacher come from God; for no man can do thefe miracles that 
thou doef?, except God be with him.’ | 

Upon this reafoning, as far as it is intended to prove, that 
Jefus purged the temple twice, we beg leave to remark, that ac- 
cording to Matthew, Mark, and Luke, a queftion very fimilar 
to Vihat fign foeweft thou, &c. was put to our Lord by the Jews 
almoft im:mediately after that action, and with an undoubted 
reference to it, viz. By what authority dof? thou thefe things, and 
who gave thee this authority? The rancour of the Jewith rulers 
in general would, it is probable, increafe by continued oppoft- 
ton. On the contrary, we know that Nicodemus maintained 
a favourable opinion of Jefus, even after his crucifixion: and 
St. John has informed us, that many of the chief Rulers be- 
lieved on him, though the fear of being put out of the Syna- 
egue prevented them from openly profefling themfelves his dif- 
Cipies, 

_ Under the next fubje& of debate, the continuance of Jefug 
in Judea after the firit Paffover, the Bifhop difcuffes a curious 
incidental queftion, refpeéting the comparative number of dif- 


em eteneee ——_ 
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ciples made by John the Baptift, and Jefus. But for this, ag 
not being capable of abridgment, we muft refer our Readers to 
the treatife itfelf. 

In our Review for Feb. p. 83 and 85, we took notice of; what 
appeared to us, the ftrongeft objections urged by Dr. Prieftley 
againft the common opinion, that our Lord’s miniftry continued 
three years and a half. We fhall now lay before our Readers 
part of the reply which Dr. Newcome makes to them. 

‘I have given,’ fays his Lordfhip, * feveral * inftances of 
chafms in the Gofpels, difcoverable by a comparifon of them 
with each other, The three firft Evangelifts record events {cat. 
tered through the whole of our Lord’s public miniftry ; and the 
largeft + omiffions are thofe from the Temptation to the Preach. 
ing in Galilee immediately after John’s imprifonment, and 
thofe ¢ of the period during which our Lord attended the Feafts 
of Tabernacles and Dedication. St. John furnifhes fome of the 
intermediate events in both thefe intervals: and in his fupple« 
mental Gofpel has great omiffions, and § one of about a whole 
year. However the mode of writing ufed by Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, is not uncommon in the beft writers of antiquity, 
And what was the end of their writing? That || we might believe 
that Fefus is the Chrift the Son of God; and that believing we might 
have life through his name. What you fay concerning the order 
of time, is juit as applicable to wotations of time. ‘* The capi- 
tal ufes of the Gofpel q did not require them.” * If we confi- 
der the immediate object of the Apoftles and Evangelifts in 
preaching Chrift, namely to make their hearers good men, to af- 
fect mankind with a fente of the truth and greatnefs of his cha- 
raCter, that they might live in the firm belief and expeétation of 
his fecond coming, we fhall not wonder at their not being foli- 
citous about [noting the time of] incidents in their hiftory ; for 
this was a circumftance that had little apparent tendency to pro- 
duce that effect **.” 

In regard to Dr. Prieftley’s fuppofition, that the greater part 
of our Salts time was as fully employed as, according to the 
accounts of the Evangelifts fome very fhort periods appear te 
have been, &c. the Bifhop obferves, ‘ the Evangelifts fhew that 
there were large portions of ++ leifure and retreat in Jefus’s life; 
and, if we except the laft weck of it, that he generally with- 





‘® Notes on my Harmony, p. 4. + Matthew iv. 1i—12. 
Mark 1. 13—14. Luke iv. 1314. t Matthew, c. XVill—XI1X> 
Mark c. ix—x. § Ch, v —vi. | Jobo xx. Zl. 
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drew himfelf after its bufy * periods, which indeed occur only 
four or five times. Enlarging the duration of Chrift’s miniftry 
beyond a year, is not multiplying his miracles: it is only diftri- 
buting the fame miracles through a more extended period: which 
is giving {cope for wifdom to difplay itfeif in occafionally avoid- 
ing the notice, and foftening the refentment of enemies. And 
we may ceafe to wonder at any degree of perverfe oppofition and 
hardened incredulity in the Jews, when we confider the con- 
duct of their + forefathers in the Wildernefs, the infatuation of 
their Rulers in afcribing Jefus’s miracles to Satan, and the na- 
tional infidelity after the etfufion of the Spirit, when the Apoftles 
communicated extraordinary fpiritual gifts to every believer, and 
thus multiplied miracles exceedingly.’ 

To invalidate the objection which Dr. Prieftley urges fo 

ftrongly againft the common opinion, from Herod’s ignorance 
who Jefus was, his Lordfhip obferves, that Herad may not have 
refided in his tetrarchy during the time in queftion, or may have 
refided chiefly in Perea beyond Jordan; that Herod was very 
attentive to the Romans, and confequently a vifit to a Roman 
Governor at Cefarea or Damafcus, or a journey to Rome, might 
engage him during a great part of our Lord’s miniftry ; that he 
might be employed in training his forces for war; that the 
peaceable and prudent behaviour of Jefus prevented him from 
giving umbrage to the civil power ; and that others befides He- 
rod, when they heard of Jefus, thought that John was rifen 
from the dead. The Bifhop further afks, whether Dr. Prieft- 
ley’s {cheme is not as ftrongly affected by this difficulty as the 
common one? We anfwer, No: the ignorance of Herod will 
be a difficulty upon every fcheme ; but increafes in magnitude 
in proportion to the length of ume that we fuppofe Jefus to 
have preached. His Lordfhip concludes, ‘I am little concerned 
about the inattention or avocations of Herod and his friends 
about the ftrange doubts of caprice, or the ftrange refolves of a 
guilty confcience.? This, we muft obferve, is evading the dif- 
ficulty, not removing it. 
_ Dr. Prieftley had given it as his opinion, that a fingle mi- 
racle wrought at Chorafin, and at Bethfaida, would juftify all 
the denunciations of our Lord againft thofe places. Upon this 
Dr, Newcome has the following judicious remarks, 

‘From our Lord’s mention ¢ of Chorafin and Bethfaida as the 
fcene of moft of his mighty works, and of {uch as would have 


Se 





* Mark i. 35. iv. 35. viel. John vi, 15. After healing great 
numbers, and preaching the Sermon on the Mount, he eniered Cae 
pernaum, and went the next day to Nain. Luke vil. i.4. 

t Acts vii. 51. { Matth. xi. 20—2¢. 
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convinced Tyre and Sidon, I conclude that they had repeated 
as wellas ample, means of conviction,’ . 

‘ I think that Jefus often vifited thefe places from Capers 
naum ; and that he both taught in their fynagogues, and wrought 
miracles in their ftreets, Cities twice § mentioned with Caper. 
naum feem to have enjoyed like means of reformation with that 
favoured city: and the adopters of an hypothefis thew them. 
felves embarrafled, who muft almoft neceflarily recur to « a 
fingle { miracle publicly performed,” or to *¢ as much as was 
tranfaéted at Capernaum in the evening of a fingle day,” as 
fufficient grounds for fuch awful declarations concerning the 
impenitence and punifhment of thefe cities,’ 

To Dr. Prieftley’s obfervation on the improbability that our 
Lord would neglect to attend on the four public annual feats, 
at which every Jew was bound to appear, his Lordfhip replies, 
© It was not becaufe Jefus had not otherwife fufficient time to 
difcharge the proper duties of his miniftry, but for reafons of ex- 
pediency and prudence, that he did not ftatedly go up to Jeru- 
falem at the four annual feflivals: be knew what was in man; 
the fecularity and narrow prepoflefions of the Jewifh Rulers, 
and their infidious and captious jealoufy when alarmed by the 
moft indirect claims to the Mcfiahfhip: and he intermitted his 
attendance on thofe feafts which pafled between John ii. 13. and 
ch. v. 1. principally becaufe at thofe feafons he could not have 
exercifed his office, and publifhed his credentials as the Chrift, 
with the neceflary degree of freedom and fortitude, without ob- 
{tructing the courfe of his minifiry.’ After fome further re- 
marks in fupport of this argument, his Lordfhip adds, *‘ We 
Jearn from the Gofpels how neceflary this precaution was: for 
both at the Feaft of Tabernacles, fix months before his death, 
and at the Feaft of Dedication, three months before it, he was 
compelled to preferve his * life by miracle: faéts which ftrongly 
jilufirate his prudence in abfenting himielf from other feftivals, 
as I conclude from the filence of St. John, who feems particu- 
Jarly intent on relating our Lord’s a&t:ons at Jerufalem.’ 

We purpofely omit our Author’s remarks on the manner of 
our Lord’s preaching, and the time that was requifite to anfwer 
the purpofe of his miffion and miniftry, as the Bifhop’s fenti- 
ments on this fubject nearly coincide with thofe we offered to 
the Public in our Review of Dr. Prieftley’s Harmony +. 

There are many other particulars in this curious and enter- 
taining treatife, which we could willingly lay before our Read- 
ers. But as we fhall have occafion to refume the fubject, when 
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we take Dr. Prieftley’s fecond letter to the Bifhop into confide- 
ation, we fhall here clofe this article, with recommending the 
whole of the controverfy to the attention of Scripture critics in 
neneral. It is with pleafure we can aflure them, that in the pre- 


I int work, they will meet with the fame ingenuity, candor, 


and liberality of difpofition, which, with fo much reafon, we 
noticed and applauded in his Lordfhip’s former publication. Em 
° 





—_——— — — 
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Ant. XI. PuHtnosopHicaL Transactions of the Royal Society ff 
London. Vol. LXX. For the Year «780. Part I. and If. con- 
tinued from Page 278, Rev. for April, and concluded, 


MATHEMATICAL and ASTRONOMICAL. 


Art. 1. Calculations to determine at what Point in the Side of a 
Hillits Attra&tion will be greateft, Sco By Charles Hutton, 
LL. D. and F. R. 5. 


HE great fuccefs of the experiment lately made on the hill 

Schehallien, to determine the univerfal attraction of matter, 
may probably, Dr. H. fays, give occafion to experiments of the 
fame kind to be made elfewhere: and as all poffible means of - 
accuracy and facility are defireable, in fo delicate and laborious 
an undertaking, he has added this by way of fupplement to his 
former paper on the fubje€t; fince this beft point of ob/fervation 


_ has never, that he knows of, been determined before, but has been 


vatioufly gueffed at, it being fometimes accounted at }, and 

fometimes at 2 of the height of the hill. In this paper he con- 

fiders the hill as a prifmatic folid, and finds the point of greateft 
attra€tion, according to the principles before made ufe of by 

Clairaut, Maclaurin, &c. to be in general at about ! of the 

altitude of the hill from the bottom. 

Art. 5. An Appendix to the Paper in the Philofophical Tranfac- 
tions for 1778. No. XLII. p. go2, © feg. Ge. By Francis 
Maferes, Efg; F. R. S. Curfitor Baron of the Exchequer. 
In the paper to which this is an appendix, is {hewn a method 

of extending Cardan’s Rule, under fome limitations, to the irre- 

duétible cafe of cubic equations, that is to the cafe, to the folu- 
tion of which it has generally been deemed inapplicable. Thefe 
limitations are, firtt, when the fquare of half the known fide of 
the equation, being affirmative, is greater than the cube of 4 of 
the negative cocflicient, of the unknown term of the equation 
that has unity for its exponent; and fecondly, when it is lefs 
than the faid cube, but greater than its half. And inthis Ap- 
pendix for this latter limitation, is given a feries for the root 
that converges fafter than that in the former paper ; for it feems 

a if the rule could not be applied at all to this limitation, with- 

out throwing one of the furds into an infinite feries, which make 


Ff 4 it 
























































































































440 Philofophical Tranfaftions, for the Year 1780. 


it a very operofe and troublefome bufinefs; and the ro®ts of an 
cubic equation may be much more readily found by means of the 
tables ; viz. all the varieties of the irreduétible cafe, by means of 
the tables of fines, and the other cafes by logarithms, by the me. 
thod given by Mr. Cotes, at p. 29 of his Harmonia Menfurarum 
and which is well explained, and illuftrated with examples by 

Dr. Saunderfon, at p. 718 of his Algebra, Vol. II. 

Baron Maseres moreover tells us, that he does not know 
any method of extending Cardan’s rule, to the limit, when the 
fquare mentioned above is alfo lefs than half the cube—But, he 
adds, I have been informed by my learned and ingenious friend 
Dr. Charles Hutton, Profeffor of Mathematics in the Royal Aca- 
demy at Weolwich, that he has difcovered fuch a method. 

Art. 12. A Conjeéture concerning the Method by which Cardan’s 
Rules for refaluing Cubic Equations, were probably difcovered by 
Scipio Ferreus of Bonona, or whoever elfe was the firft Inventor, 
By the fame. 

This gentleman fuppofes that the firft inventor of thefe rules 
tried a great variety of methods of reducing thefe equations toa 
lower degree, or toa more fimp!e form, by fubftituting various 
quantities for the unknown one, in hopes that fome of the terms 
arifing from fuch fubftitutions, might be equal to others of them, 
and, having contrary figns prefixed tothem, might deftroy them, 
and ther: by render the new equation more fimple and manage- 
able than the old one. And, among other trials, it feems natu- 
ral to imagine, that he would tulftitute the fum or difference of 
two other quantities, inftead of the unknown one fought, as being 
the molt fimple and obvious fubftitutions that could be made: 
and by doing this, the rules would of courfe come to be difco- 
vered, as well as the imitation of them....... We allow that 
the rules might polfibly be difcovered in this manner, which is 
indeed the moft ufual method by which authors give their invef- 
tigation, There is however another very natural way of effect- 
ing the fame thing, from the obvious properties of the well- 
known exprefion for the cube of a fimple dinomtal, which not 
only inveftigates the rulcs, but alfo the method of fubftituticn 
mentioned above, and that without trials. As may be feen in 
the 12th chapter of the 4th fection of Euler’s Alzc bra. 

Art. 17. Theorems for computing Legarithms. By the Rev. Jobn 

ellins. 

Thefe Theorems are an impiovement of the method given in 
Mr. LT. Simpfon’s Trigonometry. 

Art. 18. (Numbered 17 by Mittake.) Connoitfances E-ffentielies, 
Sc. i. €. Requifites, effential to form a Judgment of any new 
Kind of Mill for Sugar Canes, that may be propofed. By Moni, 
Cazaud, F. R. S. 

M.Cazaud, having as he tells us, made many very chargeable, 
and at the fame time usvicis exserments himlelf, here cautions 
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others againft doing the fame. He computes the refiftance of the 

canes, ina mill worked by fayr mules, at about nineteen thoufand 

ounds weight, and remarkg that after half an hour’s work, the 
mules are all on a fweat, art@ifobliged to be changed every two 
hours ; and that fuch a mill, fh order to be equal to a good one 
that goes by water, ought to de double the work in the fame 
time.» .»- He much doubts the fuccefs of one to go by fire that 
was made in London fome years fince, and fent to ‘Famaica. 

Art. 21. 4//ronomical Obfervations on the Pertodical Star in the 

Whales Neck (a). By Mr. William Herfchel of Bath. 

The‘e Obfervations verify what we have been told concerning 
this ftar. Mr. H. alfo obferves, that of the two ftars in the 
Whale marked Alpha, and Beta, the latter is confiderably larger 
than the former; and affords a proof of the change in the (ap- 
parent) magnitude of the fixed ftars; as we can hardly fuppofe 
Bayer fhould have made a miftake in the magnitude of the two 
frit ftars of this conftellation. 

Art. 24. The principal Properties of the Engine for turning Ovals, 
in IVood, or Metal, and of the Injirument for d-awing Ovals 
upon Paper, demonfirated. By the Rev. Mr. Ludlam, Vicar of 
Norton, near Leicefter. 

At p. 380. 1. 17. for h. read b. And the whole might have 
been done without introducing Algebra in the laft leaf, for even 
the maximum angle, made by the two tangents of the ellipfis and 
its circumfcribing circle at their common ordinate rightly ap- 
plied, admits of an elegant geometrical determination ; but Mr. 
L. has neither given the inveitigation nor demonttration, but 
only the bare affertion, that it is (0 and fo. No not even in the 
addenda in the laft page of the Vol. though a demonflration may 
be made out from thence, 

Art. 25. Of Cubte Equations, and infinite Series. By Charles 

Hutton, LL. D. F. RLS. 

This is the Paper mentioned by Baron Majeres in Art. 5. The 
infinite feryes that exprefs the roots of theie equations, are found 
by applying Newton’s binomial Theorem, to evolve the furds in 
Cardan’s formula. And the feries here fuenmed are fuch as arife 
trom the expanfion of cubic roots, and confequently have their 
fums exprefied by compound cubical furd quantities, of which 
there are a great variety. 

Ait. 29. fironemical Obfervations relating to the Mountains of 








° 


the Moon. By Mr. Herfchel, of Bath, 


The telefcope ufed in thefe Oblervations was a Newtonian re- 
fl 


cCtor, of wu feet 8 inches focal length, to which a micrometer 
Was adapted, confilting of two parallel hairs, one of which was 
moveable by means of a fine {crew. The value of the parts fhewn 
by the Index, was determined by a trigonometrical obfervation 
of 2 known object at a known diftance, and was veri‘ied by feve- 
ral 
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sal trials, The magnifying power ufed was 222 times, and wag 
alfo determined by experiment. By thefe obfervations, no moun. 
tain that Mr. Herfchel tried in the moon, was fo high as two 
miles ; though the obfervations appear to be faithfully related 
and well chofen ; which is contrary to Galilee, Hevelinus, and 
all other aftronomers fince their time. 

Art. 32. a Invefligation of the Principles of progreffive and ro. 
tatory motion. By the Rev. St. Vince, A. M. of Sidney Col. 
lege, Cambridge. 

This feems to be the production of a very young man, uhe 
fkilled and inexperienced in thefe matters, who, when time has 
ripened his judgment, may alter his opinion; for he appears to 
have blamed Meff. J. and D. Bernoulli very unjuftly, fince he 
has done nothing but what they had done before, in the moft 
fimple and fatisfactory manner. He fays that they have affumed 
in their inveftigations, principles not more felf-evident than the 
propofitions they are intended to demonftrate ; and what muf 
we fay then to his firft propofition, where the demon/lration of 
what he calls the property of the lever, aflumed as a principle; 
and that of the point he has determined, being the centre of per- 
cuffion, or ofcillation, are far more difficult than his propofition 
itfelf; and this juftifies them for inve/lizating thefe things firtt, 
and making that the foundation of their theory of the fpontane- 
ous centre of rotation; he has moreover borrowed the idea of a 
body being reduced to a plane in his gth propofition from M, 
J. Bernoulli. As tothe 8th propofition, there can be no fuch 
motion as that which is there defcribed, communicated to a 
ftreight lever by impulfe of a body itriking it; but by means of 
a ftring faftened at D. and pulling itin the dire&tion DF.; and 
the lines DF, DH, FH muft reprefent the abfulute velocity of 
D, at that inftant in thofe directions refpectively, and not fuch 
velocities as are the meafure of forces, properly fo called, as 
Mr. V. feems to reprefent the matter ; if they do, the whole re- 


folution will be falfe. Wi 
‘ 


Art, XII. Continuation of the Account of Mr. Gieron’s Hiftery of 
the Decline and Fall cf the Ronan Empire. 





N the twenty-fecond chapter of this Hiftory, we have an 
9 account of the death of Conftantius, of Julian’s being de- 
clared Emperor by the legions of Gaul, and of his civil admi- 
riftration. The twenty-third chapter contains a view of the 
motives, the counfels, and the actions of Julian, as far as they 
are connected with the hiftory of religion ; and in the twenty- 
fourth we have an account of his fuccefsful expedition againtt 


the Perfians, his paflage of the Tigris, his retreat, and death. — 
This 
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This part of Mr. Gibbon’s Hiftory is extremely curious and 
aterefting. It requires no fmall ability to do juftice to fuch a 
character as that cf Julian, one of the moft fingular, furely, that 
ever appeared in the world. The manner in which it is treated 


by our Hiftorian, does great honour, in our opinion, to his im- 


srtiality. We cannot refift the temptation of laying part of 


what he fays before our readers, 


‘in the thirty-fecond year of his age, Julian acquired the undifputed 
pcffeflion of the Roman empire. Philofophy had inttructed him to 


| compare the advantages of action and retirement; but the elevation 


of his birth, and the accidents of his life never allowed him the free- 
dom of choices He might perhaps fincerely have preferred the groves 
of the academy, and the fociety of Athens; but he was conitrained, 
at firlt by the will, and afterwards by the injultice, of Conttantius, to 
expofe his perfon and fame to the dangers of Imperial greatnefs; 
aad to make himfelf accountable to the world, and to poiterity, for 
the happinefs of millions. Julian recolie&ted with terror the ob- 
frvation of his matter Plato, that the government of our flocks 
and herds is always committed to beings of a fuperior fpecies; and 
that the condu&t of nations requires and deferves the celeitial powers 
of the Gods or of the Genii. From this principle he juftly con- 
cluded, that the man who prefumes to reign, fhould afpire to the 
perfection of the divine nature; that he fhould purify his foul from 
her mortal and terrettrial part; that he thould extinguifh his appe- 
tites, enlighten his underltanding, regulate his pailions, and fubdue 
the wild beait, which, according to the lively metaphor of Ariftotle, 


| feldom fails to afcend the throne of a defpot. The throne of Julian, 


which the death of Conftantius fixed on an independent bafis, was 
the feat of reafon, of virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed 
the honours, renounced the pleafures, and difcharged with incef- 
fant diligence the duties, of his exalted itation; and there were few 
among bis fubjects who would have confented to relieve him from 
the weight of the diadem, had they been obliged to fubmic their 
time and their actions to the rigorous laws which their philofophic 
emperor impofed on himfelf. One of his moit intimate friends, 
who had often thared the frugal fimplicity of his table, has re- 
marked, that his light and {paring diet (which was ufually of the 
vegetable kind) left his mind and body always free and active, for 
the various and important bufinefs of an author, a pontiff, a magif- 
trate, a general, and a prince. In one and the fame day, he gave 
audience to feveral ambafladors, and wrote, or ditated, a great num- 
ber of letters to his generals, his civil magiftrates, his private friends, 
and the different cities of his dominions, He liftened to the me- 
morials which had been received, confidered the fubject of the peti- 
ions, and fignified his intentions more rapidly than they could be 
taken in fhort-hand by the diligence of his fecretaries. He poflefled 
foch flexibility of*thought, and fuch firmnefs of attention, that he 
could employ his hand to write, his ear to liflen, and his voice to 
didate; and purfue at once three feveral trains of ideas, with- 
out hefitation, and without error. While his miniliers repofed, the 
Punce lew with agility from one labour to another, and, after a hafty 
dinner, 
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dinner, retired into his library, till the public bufinefs, which he had 
appointed for the evening, fummoned him to interrupt the profecy. 
tion of his ftudies. The fupper of the emperor was ftill jefs fub. 
ftantial than the former meal; his fleep was never clouded by the 
fumes of indigeltion; and except in the fhort interval of a Marriage 
which was the effect of policy rather than love, the chafte Julian 
never fhared his bed with a female companion. He was foon 
awakened by the entrance of frefh fecrecaries, who had flept the 
preceding day ; and his fervants were obliged to wait alternately 
while their indefatigable matter allowed himfelf {carcely any other 
refrefhment than the change of occupations. The predeceffors of 
Julian, his uncle, his brother, and his coufin, indulged their puerile 
tafte for the games of the circus, under the fpecious pretence of 
complying with the inclinations of the pcopic ; and they frequently 
remained the greateft part of the day, as idle fpectators, and as a 
part of the fplendid fpectacle, till the ordinary round of twenty. 
four races was completely finifhed. On folemn feftivals, Julian, 
who felt and profefied an unfafhionable diflike to thefe frivolous 
amufements, condefeended to appear in the circus; and after beftow. 
ing a carelefs glance on five or fix of the races, he hattily withdrew, 
with the impatience of a philofopher, who confidered every moment 
as loft, that was not devoted to the advantage of the public, or the 
improvement of his own mind, By this avarice of time, he feemed 
to protract the fhort duration of his reign ; and if the dates were lef 
fecurely afcertained, we fhould refule to believe, that only fixteen 
months elapfed between the death of Conftantius and the departure 
of his fucceffor for the Pertian war. The aétions of Julian can only 
be preferved by the care of the hiftorian ; but the portion of his vo- 
Juminous writings, which is ftill extant, remains as a monument of 
the application, as well as of the genius, of the emperor. The Mif- 
opogon, the Cefars, feveral of his orations, and his elaborate work 
againit the Chriitian seligion, were compofed in the long nights of 
the two winters, the former of which he paffed at Conftantinople, and 
the latter at Antioch. 

* The reformation of the Imperia! court was one of the firft and 
moft neceflary a&ts of the government of Julian. Soon after his 
entrance into the palace of Conitantinople, he had occafion for the 
fervice of a barber, An officer, magnincently dreffed, immediately 
prefented himfelf. ‘* It is a barber,’ exclaimed the prince, with 
affected furprife, ** that | want, and not a receiver-general of the 
finances.” He queftioned the man concerning the profits of his 
employment; and was informed, that befides a large falary, and 
fome valuable perquiiites, he enjoyed a datly allowance for twenty 
fervants, and as many horfes. A thoufand barbers, a thoufand 
cup-bearers, a thoufand cooks, were dittributed in the feveral offices 
of luxury; and the number of eunuchs cou'd be compared only with 
the infeéts of a fummer’s day. The monarch who refigned to 
his fubjects the faperiority of ierit and virtue,’ was diftinguilhed 
by the opprefiive magnincence of his drefs, his tab'e, his buildings, 
and his train. The flaely palaces erefted by Conftantine and is 
fons, were decorated with many coitly marbles, ard ornaments 0 


mafly gold. The moit exquiite dainsies were procured, :) ae 
cit 
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rather than their tafte; birds of the moft diftant cli- 
from the moft remote feas, fruits out of their natural 


the palace furpaffed the expence of the legions; yet the fmalleit part 
of this coftly multitude was fubfervient to the ufe, or even to the 
iplendor, of the throne. The monarch was dilgraced, and the peo- 
le was injured, by the creation and fale of an infinite number of 
ob(cure, and even titular employments; and the moft worthlefs of 
nankind might purchafe the privilege of being maintained, without 
the neceflity of labour, from the public revenue. The wafte of an 
enormous houfehold, the encreafe of fees and perquifites, which 
were foon claimed as a lawful debt, and the bribes which they ex- 
torted from thofe who feared their enmity, or folicited their favour, 
faddenly enriched thefe haughty menials, They abufed their fortune, 
without confidering their paft, or their future, condition ; and theie 
rapine and venality could be equalled only by the extravagance 
of their diflipations. Their filken robes were embroidered with 
old, their tables were ferved with delicacy and profufion; the houfes 
which they built for their own ufe, would have covered the farm 
of an ancient conful; and the moit honourable citizens were obliged 
to difmount from their horfes, and refpeétfully to falute an eunuch 
whom they met on thé public highway, The luxury of the palacs 
excited the contempt and indignation of Julian, who ufuaily flep: 
onthe ground, who yielded with reluctance to the indefpenfable cails 
of nature; and who placed his vanity, not in emulating, but in 
defpifing the pomp of royalty. By the total extirpation of 
a mifchief which was magnified even beyond its real extent, he 
was impatient to relieve the diftrefs, and to appeafe the murmurs, of 
the people; who fupport with lefs uneafinefs the weight of taxes, if 
they are convinced that the fruits of their induftry are appropriated 
tothe fervice of the itate. But in the execution of this falutary 
work, Julian is accufed of proceeding with too much hatte and in- 
confiderate feverity. By a fingle edict, he reduced the palace of 
Conflantinople to an immenfe defert, and difmiffed witn ignominy 
the whole train of flaves and dependents, without providing any 
jot, or at leaft benevolent, exceptions, for the age, the fervices, or 
the poverty, of the faithful domefties of the Imperial family. Such 
indeed was the temper of Juliar, who feldom recolleéted the fun~ 
damental maxim of Ariftotie, that true virtue is placed at an equal 
dilance between the oppofite vices. ‘The {plendid and effeminate 
drefs of the Afiatics, the curls and paint, the collars and bracelets, 
which had appeared fo ridiculous in the perfon of Conitantine, were 
confittently rejected by his philofophic fucceflor. But w.th the foppe- 
ties, Julian affected to renounce the decencies of drefs ; and feemed 
(0 value himfelf for his neglect of the laws of cleanlinefs. In a fatirical 
performance, which was defigned for the public eye, the emperor 
delcants with pleafure, and even with pride, on the length of his 
tails, and the inky biacknets uf his hands; protefts, that although 
the preatett part ot his body was covered with hair, the ufe of the 
Mizor was confined to his head alone; and celebrates, with vifible 
complacency, 
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complacency, the fhaggy and populous* beard, which he foni} 

cherifhed, after the example of the philofophers of Greece, Had 
Julian confulted the fimple dictates of reafon, the firft magiftrate of 
the Romans would have fcorned the affectation of Diogenes, as well 
as that of Darius,’ 

Mr. Gibbon concludes his twenty-fecond chapter with ob. 
ferving that the generality of princes, if they were {tripped of 
their purple, and caft naked into the world, would immediately 
fink into the loweft clafs of fociety, without a hope of emerg. 
ing from their obfcurity ; but that the perfonal merit of Julian 
was, in fome meafure, independent of his fortune. Whatever 
had been his choice of life; by the force of intrepid courage, 
lively wit, and intenfe application, he would have obtained, 
we are told, or at leaft he would have deferved, the higheft ho- 
nours of his profeffion; and Julian might have -raifed himfelf 
to the rank of minifter, or general, of the ftate in which he was 
born a private citizen. If the jealous caprice of power had dif- 
appointed his expectations ; if he had prudently declined the 
paths of greatnefs, the employment of the fame talents in ftudi- 
ous folitude, would have placed, beyond the reach of kings, 
his prefent happinefs, and his immortal fame. 

© When we infpect, with minute, or perhaps malevolent attention, 
the portrait of Julian, fomething, continues our Hiftorian, feems 
wanting to the grace and perfection of the whole figure. His genius 
was lefs powerful and fubiime than that of Cxfar, nor did he poffefs 
the confummate prudence of Auguftus, The virtues of Trajan ap- 
pear more fteady, and natural; and the philofophy of Marcus is more 
fimple and coniiftent. Yet Julian fuflained adverfity with firmnefs, 
and profperity with moderation. After an interval of one hundred 
and twenty years from the death of Alexander Severus, the Romans 
beheld an emperor who made no diftin€tion between his duties and his 
pleafures; who laboured to relieve the diftrefs, and to revive the 
{pirit, of his fubjeéts; and who endeavoured always to connec au- 
thority with merit, and happinefs with virtue. Even faction, and re- 
ligious fa€tion, was conftrained to acknowledge the fuperiority of his 
genius, in peace as well as in war; and to confefs, with a figh, that 
the apoftate Julian was a lover of his country, and that he deferved 
the empire of the world.’ 

Mr. Gibbon goes on to obferve, that a devout and fincere 
attachment for the gods of Athens and Rome, conftituted the 





* In the Mifopogon (p. 338, 329.) he draws a very fingular picture 
of himfelf, and the following words are ttrangely characteriltic ; avr9s 
mooreana Tov Baby TLETOM, THWYAI% «© eo 0 eo TALYTAU TO Orabcovray ALVEN OLAS THY 
Qoziewy OrmEo fy AKAN Tay Onzvare The friends of the Abbe de la Ble- 
terie adjured him, in the name of the French nation, not to tranflate 
this paflage, fo offenfive to their delicacy (Hift. de Jovien, tom. 1. 
p- 94.). Like him, I have contented myfelf with a tranfient allufion ; 
but the little animal, which Julian xames, is a beait familiar to man, 
and fignifies love. 
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ruling pafion of Julian; that the powers of an enlightened 
underftanding were betrayed and corrupted by the influence of 
fuperftitious prejudice, and that the phantoms which exifted only 
iq the mind of the emperor, had a real and pernicious effeét on 
the government of the empire. But we mutt refer our readers to 
the twenty-third chapter of this Hiftory for a clear, diftinét, 
and faithful view of the artful fyftem by which Julian propofed 
to obtain the effects, without incurring the guilt, or reproach, 


of perfecution. 

Mr. Gibbon introduces the twenty-fourth chapter of his Hif- 
tory, in the following manner.—* The philofophical fable which 
Julian compofed under the name of the Ca@sars, is one of the moft 
agreeable and inftructive productions of ancient wit. During the 
freedom and equality ofthe days of the Saturnalia, Romulus prepared 
afealt for the deities of Olympus, who had adopted him as a worthy 
aflociate, and for the Roman princes, who had reigned over his mar- 
tial people, and the vanquithed nations of the earth, Tae immortals 
were placed in juit order on their thrones of ftate, and the table of 
the Cxfars was f{pread below the Moon, in the upper region of the 
air. The tyrants, who would have difgraced the fociety of gods 
and men, were thrown headlong, by the inexorable Nemefis, into 
the Tartarean abyfs. The reft of the Cefars fucceflively advanced 
to their feats; and, as they paffed, the vices, the defects, the ble- 
mifhes of their refpective characters, were malicioufly noticed by old 
Silenus. a laughing moralilt, who difguifed the wifdom of a philofo- 
pher under the mafk of a Bacchanal. As foon as the feait was ended, 
the voice of Mercury proclaimed the will of Jupiter, that a celeftial 
crown fhould be the reward of fuperior merit, Julius Cafar, Augufs 
tus, Trajan, and Marcus Antoninus, were felected asthe mott illuftri- 
ous candidates; the effeminate Conftantine was not excluded from 
this honourable competition, and the great Alexander was invited to 
difpute the prize of glory with the Roman heroes. Each of the can- 
didates was allowed to difplay the merit of his‘own exploits ; but, in 
the judgment of the gods, the modeit filence ot Marcus pleaded more 
powerfully than the elaborate orations of his haughty rivals. When 
the judges of this awful conteit proceeded to examine the heart, and 
to fcrutinize the fprings of a¢tion, the fuperiority of the Imperial 
Stoic appeared itill more decifive and con{picuous. Alexander and 
Cefar, Auguitus, ‘Crajan, and Conitantine, acknowledged with a 
bluth, that fame, or power, or pleafure, had been the important ob- 
jet of their labours: but the gods themielves beheld, with reve- 
rence and love, a virtuous mortal, who had practifed on the throne 
the leffons of philofophy; and who, in a fate of human imperfec- 
tion, had afpired to imitate the moral attributes of the Deity. The 
Value of this agreeable compofition (the Czefars of Juliin) is enhanced 
bythe rank of the author. A prince, who delineates with freedom 
the vices and virtues of his predecefiors, fubfcribes, in every line, the 
cenfure or approbation of his own condudt.’ 

This chapter concludes with an account of the elegtion of 
Jovian, and of his faving the Roman army by a difgraceful 
treaty. 
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treaty. The twenty-fifth chapter contains an account of the 
government and death of Jovian, the election of Valentinian 
who affociates his brother Valens, and makes the final divifion 
of the Eaftern and Weftern empires—the revolt of Procopius— 
the death of Valentinian, &c. &c, 

We cannot help oblerving that Mr. Gibbon, {peaking of the 
ele&tion of Valentinian, makes ufe of an expreflion, which is 
highly improper, and which we are perfuaded he will alter in 
the next edition of his Hiftory.—* When Valentinian, fays he 
ftretched forth his hand to addrefs the armed multitude, a buly 
whifper was accidentally /farted in the ranks, and infenfib| 
{welled into aloud and imperious clamour, &c.’—Such flight 
miftakes are, perhaps, unavoidable, in the courfe of along work, 
and, when pointed out, are very eafily rectified. 

As foon as the death of Julian had relieved the Barbarians 
ftom the terror of his name, the moft fanguine hopes of rapine 
and conquelt excited the nations of the eaft, of the north, and 
of the fouth. ‘Theit inroads were often vexatious, and fome- 
times formidable ; but during the twelve years of the reign of 
Valentinian, his firmnefs and vigilance protected his own domi- 
nions, and his powerful genius feemed to infure and direé& the 
feeble counfels of his brother. “The method of annals, our Au- 
thor fays, would perhaps more forcibly exprefs the urgent and 
divided cares of the two emperors, but the attention of the reader 
would be diftracted by a tedious and defultory narrative. Ac- 
cordingly, he takes a feparate view of the five great theatres of 
war, Germany, Britain, Africa, the Eaft, and the Danube, 
in order to imprefs a more diftinét image of the military ftate of 
the empire, under the reigns of Valentinian and Valens. 

The twenty-fixch chapter of this Hiftory (the laft of the fe- 
cond volume) its introduced with an account of the manners of. 
the paftoral nations, in order to illuftrate the latent caufe of the 
deftructive emigrations of the Barbarians of the north. 

« The different charaéters that mark the civilized nations of the 
globe, may be afcribed, fays Mr. Gibbon, to the ufe, and the abule 
of reafon; which fo varioufly thapes, and fo artificially compofes, the 
manners and opinions of an European, or a Chinefe. But the opera- 
tion of inftin&t is more fure and fimple than that of reafon: itis muca 
eafier to afcertain the appetites of a qaadruped, than the {pecu- 
tations Of a ‘philofopher; and the favage tribes of mankind, 4s 
they approach nearer to the condition of animals, preferve a ftronger 
refemblance to them‘elves and to each other. The uniform ftability 
of their manners, is the natural confequence of the imperfection ot 
their faculties. Reduced to a fimilar fituation, their wants, cher 
defires, their enjoyments, ftill continue the fame: and the influence 
of food or climate, which, in a more improved ftate of fociery, 18 
fufpendec, or fubdued, by fo many moral caufes, moft powertully 


contributes to form, and to maintain, the national character of bar 
basians 
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harians. In every age, the immenfe plains of Scythia, or Tartary, 
have becn inhabited by vagrant tribes of hunters and fhepherds, 
whofe indolence refules to cultivate the earth, and whofe reftlefs 
pirit difdains the confinement of a fedentary life. In every 
age, the Scythians, and Tartars, have been renowned for their in- 
rincible courage, and rapid conquells. The thrones of Afia have 
ben repeatedly overturned by the thepherds of the North; and thew 
sims have {pread terror and devafiation over the moft fertile and 
warize countries of Europe. On this occafion, as well as on 


I many others, the fober hiflorian is forcibly awakened from a pleaf- 


ing vilion 5 and is compelied, with fome reluctance, to confels, that 
the palloral manners, which have been adorned with the faireft at- 
tribues Of peace and innocence, are much better adapted to the 
ferce and cruel habits of a military life. To illuitrate this obferva- 
tiun, I fhall now proceed to confider a nation of fhepherds and of 
warriors, in the three important articles of, I, Their diet; Il. Their 
habiration ; and, IIT, ‘Vheir exercifes. The narratives of antiquity are 
julified by the experience of modern times; and the banks of 
the Boryfthenes, of the Volga, or of the Selinga, will indiffer- 
ently prefent the fame uniform fpectacle of fimilar and native 
manners. 

1, The corn, or even the rice, which conftitutes the ordinary 
and wholefome food of a civilifed people, can be obtained only by 
the patient toil of the hufbandman. Some of the happy favages, 
who dwell between the tropics, are plentifully nourithed by the 
liberality of natures but in the climates of the North, a nation 
of thepherds is reduced to their flocks and herds. The {kilful 


| practiticners of the medical art will determine (if they are able 
| to determine) how far the temper of the human mind may be 


affected by the ufe of animal, or of vegetable; food; and whe- 
ther the common aflociation of carnivorous and cruel, deferves 
to be confidered in any other light than that of an innocent, 
perhaps a falutary, prejudice of humanity. Yet if it be true, 
that the fentiment of compaffion is imperceptibly weakened by 
the fight and pradtice of domeftic cruelty, we may obferve, that 
the horrid objects which are difguifed by the arts of European re- 
inement, are exhibited in their naked and moit difguiting fimpli- 
cy, in the tent of a T'artarean fhepherd. ‘The ox, or the fheep, are 
laughtered by the fame hand from which they were accuftomed to 
receive their daily food; and the bleeding limbs are ferved, with 
very little preparation, on the table of their unfeeling murderer. 
In the military proteffion, and efpecially in the conduct of a nu- 
merous army, the exclufive ufe of animal food appears to be pro- 
cuctive of the moft folid advantages. Cornis a bulky and perishable 
commodity ; and the large magazines, which are inde{penfably necef- 
lary for the fubfittence of our troops, mutt be flowly tranfported by 
the labour of men, or horfes. But the flocks and herds, which 
accompany the march of tbe Tartars, afford a fure and encreafing 
lupply of fleth and milk; in the far greater part of the uncultivated 
walle, the vegetation of the grafs is quick and luxuriant; and there 
ong few places fo extremely barren, that the hardy cattle of the 
orth cannot find fome tolerable pafture. The fupply is mul- 
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tiplied and prolonged, by the undiftinguifhing appetite, and 
tient abftinence, of the Tartars. They indifferently feed on wa 
flefh of thofe animals that have been killed for the table, or have 
died of difeafe. Horfe flefh, which in every age and country hag 
been profcribed by the civilifed nations of Europe and Afia, they 
devour with peculiar greedinefs; and this fingular tafte facilitates 
the fuccefs of their military operations. The aétive Cavalry of 
Scythia is always followed, in their moft diftant and rapid incur. 
fions, by an adequate number of {pare horfes, who may be occa 
fionally ufed, either to redouble the fpeed, or to iatisfy the hunger, 
of the Barbarians. Many are the refources of courage and poverty, 
When the forage round a camp of Tartars 1s almoft confumed, they 
flaughter the greateft part of their cattle, and preferve the fleh, 
either {moked, or dried in the fun. On the fudden emergency of 
a hafty march, they provide themfelves with a fufficient quantity of 
little balls of cheefe, or rather of hard curd, which they occafion- 
ally diffolve in water; and this unfubitantial diet will fupport, for 
many days, the life, and even the {pirits, of the patient warrior, 
But this extraordinary abflinence, which the Stoic would approve, 
and the hermit might envy, is commonly fucceeded by the mof 
voracious indulgence of appetite. The wines of a happier climate 
are the moft grateful prefent, or the moft valuable commodity, that 
can be offered tothe Tartars; and the only example of their in- 
duftry feems to confiftin the art of extra€ting from mare’s milk a 
fermented liquor, which poffefies a very ftrong power of intoxica- 
tion, -Like the animals of prey, the favages, both of the old and 
new world, experience the alternate viciflitudes of famine and plen- 
ty ; and their ftomach is inured to fufain, without much inconveni- 
ence, the oppofite extremes of hunger and of intemperance, 

"II, In the ages of ruftic and martial fimplicity, a people of foldiers 
and bufbandmen are difperfed over the face of an extenfive and cul- 
tivated country; and fome time mult elapfe before the warlike 
youth of Greece or Italy could be affembled usder the fame ftan- 
dard, either to defend their own confines, or to invade the territo- 
ries of the adjacent tribes. The progrefs of manufactures and com- 
merce infenfibly colleéts a large multitude within the walls of a 
city: but thefe citizens are no longer foldiers; and the arts which 
adorn and improve the tate of civil fociety, corrupt the habits of 
the military life. The pafloral manners of the Scythians feem to 
unite the different advantages of fimplicity and refinement, The 
individuals of the fame tribe are conftantly aflembled, but they are 
affembled in a camp; and the native fpirit of thefe dauntlefs thep- 
herds is animated by mutual fupport and emulation. The houfes of 
the Tartars are no more than {mall tents, of an oval form, which 
afford a cold and dirty habitation, for the promifcuous youth of both 
fexes. The palaces of the rich confit of wooden huts, of fuch 4 
fize that they may be conveniently fixed on large waggons, and 
drawn by a team perhaps of twenty or thirty oxen. The flocks 
and herds, after grazing all day in the adjacent paftures, retire, 00 
the approach of night, within the protection of the camp. The 
neceflity of preventing the molt mifchievous confufion, in fuch @ 
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perpetual concourfe of men and animals, muft gradually introduce, 
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*n the diftribution, the order, and the guard, of the encampment, 
the rudiments of the military art. As foon as the forage of a certain 
diftri@ is confumed, the tribe, or rather army, of fhepherds, makes 
a reguiar march to fome frefh pattures; and thus acquires, in the or- 
dinary occupations of the paftoral life, the praflical knowledge of 
one of the molt important and difficult operations of war. The 
choice of {tations is regulated by the difference of the fcafons: in the 
fymmer, the Tartars. advance towards the North, and pitch their 
tents on the banks of a river, or, at leat, in the neighboarhood of 
arunning ftream. ut in the winter they return to the South, 
and fhelter their camp, behind fome convenient eminence, againit the 
winds, which are chilled in their paflage over the bleak and icy re- 
gions of Siberia. ‘Thefe manners are admirably adapted to difiufe, 
among the wandering tribes, the fpirit of emigration and conquett. 
The connection between the people and their territory is of fo frail 
a texture, that it may be broken by the fliphteft accident. ‘The 
camp, and not the foil, is the native country of the genuine Tartar, 
Within the precinéts of that camp, his family, his companions, his 
property are always included; and, in the moft diitant marches, he 
is till farrounded by the objeéts which are dear, or valuable, or fa- 
miliar in his eyes. ‘The thirft of rapine, the fear, or the refentment 
of injury, the impatience of fervitude, have, in every age, been 
fuficient caufes to urge the tribes of Scythia boldly to advance into 
fome unknown countries, where they might hope to find a more 
plentiful fubfiftence, or a lefs formidable enemy. ‘The revolutions 
of the North have frequently determined the fate of the South; 
and in the conflict of hoitile nations, the victor and the vanquifhed 
have alternately drove, and been driven, from the confines of China 
to thofe of Germany. Thefe great emigrations, which have been 
fometimes executed with almott incredible diligence, were rendered 
more eafy by the peculiar nature of the climate. It is well known, 
that the cold of Tartary is much more fevere than in the midi of 
the temperate zone might reafonably be expected: this uncommon 
ngour is attributed to the height of the plains, which rife, efpecially 
towards the Eaft, more than half a mile above the level of the fea; 
and to the quantity of falt-petre, with which the foil is deeply 
impregnated, In the winter-feafon, the broad and rapid rivers, 
that difcharge their waters into the Euxine, the Cafpian, or the icy 
Sea, are ftrongly frozen; the fields are covered with a bed of f{now; 
and the fugitive, or victorious, tribes may fecurely traverfe, with 
their families, their waggons, and their cattle, the {mooth and hard 
furface of an immenfe plain. 

Ill. The paftoral life, compared with the labours of agriculture 
and manufaétures, is undoubtedly a life of idlenefs; and as the 
not honourable fhepherds of the Tartar race devolve on their cap- 
tives the domeftic management of the cattle, their own leifure is 
eldom difturbed by any fervile and affiduous cares. But this leifure, 
infead of being devoted to the foft enjoyments of love and har- 
Mony, is ufefully fpent in the violent and fanguinary exercife of the 
thace, The plains of Tartary are filled with a flrong and ferviceable 
breed of horfes, which are eafily trained for the purpofes of war and 
unting, The Scythians of every age have been celebrated as — 
Gg2 : an 
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and fkilful riders: and conftant practice had feated them fo firmly 
on horfeback, that they were fuppofed by ttrangers to perform the 
ordinary duties of civil life, to eat, to drink, and even to flee 
without difmounting from their fteeds. They excel in the dex. 
terous management of the lance; the long Tartar bow is drawn 
with a nervous arm 3 and the weighty arrow is direéted to its ob. 
ject with unerring aim end irrefittible force. Thefe arrows are Often 
pointed avainit the hartmilefs animals of the defert, which incresfe 
and multiply in the abfence of their molt formidable enemy ; the 
hare, the goat, the roebuck, the fallow-deer, the ftag, the elk, and 
the antelope. The vigour and patience both of the men and horfes 
are continually exercifed by the fatigues of the chace; and the plen. 
tiful iupply of game contributes to the fubfittence, and even luxury, 
of a Tartar camp. But the exploits of the hunters of Scythia aie 
not confined to the dettruction of timid cr innoxious beatts; they 
boldly encounter the angry wild bear, when he turns againil his 
purfuers, excite the fluggith courage of the bear, and proyoke the 
tury of the tyger, as he flumbers in the thicket. Where there is 
darger there may be glory: aud the mode of hunting, which opens 
the taireit field ro the exertions of valour, may jultly be confidered 
as the image, and as the fchool, of war. The general hunting- 
matches, the pride and delight of the ‘Tartar princes, compote 
an inilruclive exercife for their numerous cavalry. Ai circle is 
drawn, of many miles in circumference, to encompafs the game 
of an extenfive diitritt; and the troops that form the circle re- 
guiarly advance towards a common centre; where the captive 
animals, furrounded on every fide, are abandoned to the darts of the 
hunters, Ia this march, which frequently continues many days, the 
cavalry are obliged to climb the hills, to fwim the rivers, and to 
wind through the vallies, without interrupting the prefcribed order 
of their gradual progrefs, They acquire the habit of directing 
their eye, and their iteps, to a remote object; of preferving their 
intervals ; of fufpending, or accelerating, their pace, according to the 
motions of the troops on their right and left; and of watching and 
repeating the fignais of their leadcrs. ‘Their leaders ttudy, in this 
praclical fchool, the moit important leffon of the military art; the 
prompt and accurate judgment of ground, of diftance, and of time. 
To employ ageinit a human enemy the fame patience and valour, 
the fame {kill and difcipline, is the only alteration which is required 
in real war; and the amufements of the chace ferve as a prelude to 
the conqueft of an empire.’ 

In the fubfequent part of this chapter, we have an account 
of the original feat of the Huns, thcir conquefts in Scythia, 
their decline, and fall, the operations of the Gothic war, the 
batcle of Hadrianople, the death of the Emperor Valens, the 
birth and character of Theodofius, the fettlements of the Goths 
in Thrace and Afia, &c. . 

Toward the clote of this chapter, Mr. Gibbon expreffes his 
regret that he muft now take Icave of an accurate and faithful 
guide, (Ammianus Marcellinus) who terminates his ufeful work 
with the defeat and death of Valens, and that, in the ftudy of 
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the reign of Theodofius, he is obliged to illuftiate the partial 
narrative of Zofimus, by the obfcure hints of fragments and 
chronicles, by the figurative ityle of poetry or panegyric ; and by 
the precarious affiflance of ecclefiaftical writers, who, in the 


heat of 1eligious faction, are apt, we are told, to de{pife the pro- 


fane virtues of fincerity and moderation. R, 


[ fo be continued. | 





FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
(By our CoRRESPONDENTS.) 
F RAN C E, 


Art. XIII. 

paren * Pittorefque de la Grece, Chap. VI. i.e Travels 

through the different Parts of Greece, reprefented in a Se- 
riec of Engravings. Large folio. No. VI. * Paris. 1780. 
This Number contains ten plates. It commences with the 
LiId, wherein is exhibited a map of Samos, accompanied witha 
defcription of that ifland ; which retains no marks of its an- 
cient fplendor, and is fcarcely known by its inhabitants as the 
country of Pythagoras. Our traveller, however, obferved there 
the veftizes of a temple of Juno, which are reprefented in the 
Llild plate, and which are Jittle better than a heap of ruins, 
The LIVth engraving gives us the dimenfions of a fhattered 
column of that temple. In the LVth we have a view of the 
Ile of Patmos, and in the following plate a view of the con- 
vent of Patmos, inhabited by eighty monks, of whom only 
three can read. Thefe monks govern defpotically in the ifland, 
the fcanty produce of which would be infufficient for their fub- 
fitence, were it not accompanied with fupplies from their pof- 
fefions in the neighbouring ifles, and with a fixed tribute which 
they receive from the Grecks, who hoid in peculiar veneration 
the memory of St. John. The monks in queftion {warm in 
Greece, and are in perpetual good underftanding with the pi- 
fates, to whofe enormous acts of cruelty and depredation they 
give a fanction, in return for their fhare in the plunder, 
Plae LVII, 4 View of the Infide of the Church of the Apica- 
hpfe. It is fuftained by a grotto, which is fuppoted to have been 
the afylum of Se, John; and the monks fe] pieces of the rock 
as fpecifics again{t all kinds of dibcafes.—Plate LVI, Cofnme, 
r Drefs of the Women of Patmos. It contains nothing remark 
able; and we think, that the noble Author has tometimes be- 
flowed his Jabour with a reprehenlible prodigality cn indifferent 


objects. — Plate LIX. 4 View of the Public Place at Cos. This 
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For our accounr of tne former Number, fee the +d article in 
the Appendix vo our fixtv-fecond volume, 
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ifland, famous by its being the country of Hippocrates ang 
Apelles, has at prefent fcarcely any other recommendation to the 
attention of the curious.—Plates LX. LXT. & LXII. exhibit 
plans of the City and Ports of Rhodes, and a view of the tower 
of St. Nicholas in that city. Our Author’s hiftory of this 
ifland is Jearned and elegant, but it contains nothing that is very 
new. 

Il. Elemens de la Geometrie Souterrcine Theoretique et Pradique 
&c. 2. e. ‘Uheoretical and Practical Elements of Subterraneoue 
Geometry, as taught by M. Kozenic, Direétor of the Mines 
of Lower Bretany, and extracted from the Metallursica] 
Voyages of M. Jars, Member of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences. 8vo. Paris. 1780. The application of the 
principles of ordinary geometry to the working of mines, is 
what the Author of this ufeful work calls fubterraneous ceo. 
metry ; and the rules and directions neceffary to this applica- 
tion are clearly and concifely pointed out in thefe elements, 
In the firft part of this Work the Author treats of metallic loads 
and veins; and in the fecond Part he defcribes the operations 
of fubterrancous geometry in a mafterly manner. Several of 
thefe operations are new, and happily conceived ; and they are 
accompanied with plates, which exhibit various veins in a di- 
verfity of directions, as alfo engravings of the inftruments that 
are to be employed in fubterraneous geometry. 

INI. Lettre concernant la Chaleur du Globe, demontrée par Meff. de 
Mairan et de Buffon, &c. i. e. A Letter concerning the soap be 
Globe, demonftrated by Mefits. De AZairan and De Buffon, afferted 
by Mr. Bailli, and Millexifting, notwithftanding the Allegations 
of M. R.D. L. (by which letters we fuppofe is meant M. Romi 
De Life.) By M.L.S***, Paris. 1780. Price 1 livre 
10 fous. This Letter is an elaborate and ingenious treatife 
concerning one of the moft curious objects of modern enquiry 
and controverfy. The hypothefis of a central fire, or 2 heat 
peculiar to the interior of the earth, that was fo ingenioully 
maintained by M, de Mairan, and fo romantically embellifhed 
by Mefirs. de Buffon and Bailli, has met with warm and keen 
opponents; and here comes a conciliatory fage, with a plan of 
pacification, which exhibits new points of view to the combat- 
ants, is adapted to reconcile their jarring ideas, and defigned 
to make them fhake hands, and be friends. The theory of 
eur Author, which is tatended to form the point of union be- 
tween the contending parties, is founded on experiments (fe 
every affirmer, in our days, muft bring his vouchers, fuch as 
they are), and contains the following propofitions :—that the 
ir, being a mixt, fufceptible of compofition and decompoli- 
tion, is nor an element ;—that neverthelefs it is neceflary to the 


action of fire, and alfo to the activity of the other cements 
ai 
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and that the heat which exifts on the furface of our globe muft 
be engendered in the air by the concurrence of the internal heat 
of the earth with that of the fun.—QOur Author therefore dif 
tinguifhes the pure air (or what he calls air principle), which 
js beyond the reach of our knowledge and experiments, from 
the mixed and compounded air we breathe, which is eflential to 
vivification and vegetation,—peculiar to our earth,—a part of 
its domain,—a light covering, which preferves its inhabitants 
from the extremities of heat and cold, and a fubftance that is 
derived from its bofom, and nourifhed by its emanations. We 
efer the Reader to the Work itfelf for a detail of all the ad- 
vantages that attend this new theory; the principal object of 
which is, to explain the rarefaction and condenfation of the 
air, whofe various properties are here particularly confidered. 
His enquiry into the fource and principle of heat, which atts 
fuch an eminent part in the variations of this fluid, terminates 
in a theory that is fubtile and ingenious, and accounts plau- 
fbly for feveral phenomena, whofe caufes have not hitherto 
been fuficiently known: but the great queftion is, Js it true? 
True or noi, his theory comes to this,—that the folar rays, 
though they do not (as M. du Buffon fuppofes) produce heat 
by their friction again{ft the parts of the aerial fluid, yet form 
combinations with certain parts of that fluid, which have an 
afinity to them; and that a concentrated acid in thefe rays, 
uniting with the aqueous particles of the air, produces, as a pri- 
mary caufe, the heat, the principle of which fome have fought for 
in the direct influence of the fun, and others in other caufes. So 
that, according to this theory, the folar rays, if they did not meet 
with the aqueous particles of the air, would arrive at the earth 
without warmth or energy, as they do at the tops of the moun- 
tans. ‘I’he conclufions and the explications of certain pheno- 
mena, which the Author deduces from this theory, and which 
will certainly be read with pleafure, are fo fatisfactory, that 
we fhould be glad to fee the theory itfelf well eftablifhed. 

IV. Reflexions fur Etat Adiuel de I /griculture, &c. Re- 
fexions on the Prefent State of Agriculture ; or an Expofition 
of the true Method of cultivating Lands to the greateft Advan- 
tage, without Manure. Paris. 8vo. 1780. This is the 
production of a public-fpirited member of fociety, who has ap- 
plied himfelf early to the ftudy of agriculture, and gives us, in 
this intrutive Work, the refult of long obfervation and expe- 
ence, 

V. Hiftoire de POrdre Royal et Militaire de St. Louis. A 
Hiftory of the Royal and Military Order of St. Lewis. By 
M. ASPECT, Hiftoriographer of the Order. 3 Vols. 8vo. 
as. 1750.——— This Work is good in its dind: it contains 
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entertaining anecdotes of the valour, exploits, and bons mots of 
the Knights of the Order in queftion. 

VI. L’Efprit des Craifades, &c. i. & The Spirit of the Croj. 
fades, or a Political and Military Hiftory of the Wars under. 
taken by the Chriftians for the Recovery of the Holy Land out 
of the Hands of Mahometans, during the Eleventh, I welfth, 
and Thirteenth Centuries. 8vo. Paris. 1780.-——T here js 
a great deal of hittorical information in this Work with refpeét 
to the details of a war, dictated by fuperft:tious ferocity, ablurd 
in its principles and yet, in the wifdom of Providence, the 
fource of many advantages, which the bigotted combatants 
neither propofed by it, nor expected from it. The Hiftory of 
the Croifades, by F. Alaimbcurg, has got deep into the cell of 
oblivion ; and the work before us will fink it ftill deeper, though 
the latter (whofe Author feems to be both a philofopher anda 
critic) is rather defective in point of ftyle. 

VIL. Introdudtion et Plan d’un Traité General de Navigation 
Interieure, Nc. i. e. The Introdu&ion and Plan of. a General 
Treatife of Inland Navigation, more efpecially in France ; to- 
gether with Confiderations on Forefts, Woods, and other Ob- 
jects fufceptible of Improvement by the Means of new Con- 
munications. To thefe is fubjoined, a Treatife of Tolls and 
Turnpikes, in which, after a Demonttration of the Advantages 
that would refult from their Suppreflion, a Plan of Indemnifica- 
tion is propofed. By M. ALLEMAND, Ancient Keeper of the 
Forefts in the Ifland of Corfica. 8vo. Paris. 1780.— 
This ufeful and inftru@ive Work, notwithftanding its modeft 
title, contains all the ideas aud materials that might be expect- 
ed in a complete and finifhed treatife. It is divided into three 
Se@tions. In the firft we find an ample defcription of inland 
navigation ; alfo an account of the works and_projedts rela- 
tive to this object, which have been executed in ancient times, 
or are at prefent carried on in Europe, Afia, and other parts ot 
the world. In the fecond fection, M. Allemand follows the 
inland navigation in France from province to province, ¢e- 
fcribes each river, canal, and aqueduét, and fhews what has 
been done, and what is {till to do, relative to this important 
object. This leads him to an ample field of difcuilion and en- 

ae guiry, in which the difficulties that may attend a circuitous 
“de land navigation, by canals of communication between the grest 
rivers, are particularly confidered, the methods of removing 
them propofed, the advantages that mult refult from |) 
Navigation to the internal ftate and commerce of the di 
ferent provinces, and to the commerce of the nation in gener, 
clearly unfolded, the abufes practifed on the rivers and canals, 


and the metheds of remedying them accurately puintec out, and 
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4 multitude of other queftions examined, which are connected 
with this interefting fubje&t. He obferves, among other things, 
that the forefts in France are capable of furnifhing the Royal 
marine with a quantity of fhip-timber and mafts, that render 
the importation of this commodity unneceffary, and are equal 
in quality to that which is procured from the north at a great 
expence. He tells us alfo, that the Lariccio pine, or larch of 
Corfica is of the fame nature and utility with that which is 
vicd in the Royal docks, and that the pretended difficulty of 
tranfporting this timber is one of thofe pretexts by which pri- 
vate intereft fo often defeats the plans that are formed for pub- 
lic good *. In the third fe€tion M. ALLEMAND lays down a 
plan of adminiftration and conduct in this branch of political 
ceconomy, which he thinks adapted to promote and fecure the 
eftablifhment of an inland and circulating navigation with all 
its advantages. To render more intelligible the operations 
propofed and recommended in this excellent and ufeful work, 
the Author has compofed a general chart of the rivers and the 
internal circulating navigation of France, particular charts of 
each province, a great number of plates, reprefenting fluices, 
flood-vates, aqueduéts, dykes, and other inftruments and works 
of an hydraulic nature, of which there are feveral that have 
been Jately invented, and have met with the approbation of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris. The whole of this 
work is not yet publifhed, but the remainder will foon appear ; 
and as inland navigation is one of the moft important objedis 
of political ceconomy, as it promotes population, gives a vivi- 
fying fpirit to agriculture, animates commerce, and is a natural 
and perpetual {upport to maritime navigation and foreign trade, 
a work of this kind muft be well received in all countries. 

VIIL. Avis aux Citeyens fur les Caufes, les divers Caraédtéres, 
et les vrais Remedes de IT Aveuglement. de la Surdité, et des Prin- 
cipaux Accidens Veneriens, &c. i. e. Advice to the Public relative 
to the Caufes, the various Charafters and Symptoms, and the 
true Remedies of Blindnefs, Deafnefs, and the principal Vene- 
real Symptoms. ‘To which are added, important Obfervations 
concerning the Property, as yet li:tle known, of certain Means, 
equally {pcedy, fimple, and effetual, of acdminiftering Succour 
in the following Cafes: aft, In refloring to Lite ftill-born 
Children, Perfons drowned, and thefe who have been fuffocated 
by the Vapours of Coal, Mephitic Exhalations, &c.—2dly, In 


. 





* Our Aathor, after comparing together the qualities of the Cor. 
fican Lariccio with the Northern, obferves, that a larch of the largeit 
lize, imooried from tke North, cofts the French 4000 livres (about 
2CO vounds), whereas the price of a Corfican larch of the fame di- 
Mcnuons amovnts only to 1500 livres (about 75 pounds). 
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curing the Dropfy, even in Cafes the moft feemingly defperate 
—3jdly, In afluaging the too violent Pains of Child-birth. 
rendering fupportable Fits of the Gout, Cholic, and Rheuma. 
tifm, calming the dreadful Pains of the Cancer, &c, By M 
Anprew, M. D. Profeffor of Phyfic and Surgery in the Unj. 
verfity of Montpellier. Paris. 1780. The title of this 
{mall Work fhews fufficiently its contents, and the reputation 
of its Author is a prefumptive argument in favour of its merit 
There are fome new difcoveries in this publication which a 
ferve the attention of practitioners ; and remedies already known 
are applied by our Author to cafes in which they have not been 
hitherto employed. 

1X. Principes d’ Hydraulique, &c. i. €. The Principles of Hy- 
draulics: or a Treatiie concerning the Motion of Water in 
Rivers, Canals, and Conduit-pipes—the Origin of Rivers, and 
the Formation of their Beds—the Effects of Sluices, Bridges, 
and Refervoirs—the Collifion of Water—and finally, concern. 
ing Navigation, both in Rivers and in narrow Canals. B 
the Chevalier Buatr, Knight of the Order of St. John of Je- 
rufalem, ef the Royal and Military Order of St. Lewis, &c, 
8vo. with Seven Plates. Paris. 1780. Price 6 livres (i.e, 
about 5 fhillings). This is undoubtedly a mafterly perform. 
ance. The Author indeed does not offer it to the public as a 
complete treatife of Hydraulics, but rather as an illuftration of 
fuch branches and parts of that fcience as are of general uti« 
lity! The theory here laid down, and illuftrated in the moft 
interefting manner, is new in feveral refpects, and the modeft 
of the Author is equal to his profound knowledge of the fubject 
he treats. 

X. Ocuvres de M. Bofe d@ Antic, &c. i. e. The Works of M. 
Bose p’Antic, M. D. Bing’s Phyfician, Correfpondent of 
the Royal Academy of Sciences, &c. 2 vols. ramo, with 
Cuts. Paris. 1780. This learned and ingenious phyfician 
(in the twofold fente of that word) is well known in the phi- 
Jofophical world ; and the work before us will not diminifh the 
reputation he has obtained by the perfpicuity and precifion of 
his reafoning, the analytical {pirit that accompanies his re- 
fearches, and the ufeful difcoveries in which they have fre- 
quently terminated.—The firft volume of this work contains a 
Preliminary Differtation on the ufeful Arts, followed by fix. Me- 
moirs, The firfi treats of the caufe of the bubbles that are 
often found in glafs:—thefe are produced, according to our 
Author, by falt of glafs, vitriolated tartar, Glauber’s falt, and 
marine falt. The /econd treats of the caufes of the bubbles or 
cavities in metals cait, or in fulion ; which proceed, as our Au- 
thor has proved by a feries of interefting experiments, from 4 


vapour that is emitted (by the matter of which the mould and 
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the bafon are compofed) at the very inftant of the combuftion 
occafioned by the metal in fufion, The fubjeét of the third 
Memoir (which obtained the prize propofed by the Academy 
of Sciences at Paris in the year 1760) is the improvement of the 
Art of making Glas; in which we find an exact account of the 
fate of that manufacture in Europe, of the furnaces and in- 
fruments employed in it, of the true compofition of earths, 
and of the materials that are the moft vitrifiable ; nor does our 
Author forget to pafs in review the different arts that depend 
upon this one. The fcurth piece contains notes on the pre- 
ceding Memoir, which are diftributed into twenty chapters, 
and comprehend a multitude of objects relative to this curious 
and intereiting art; fuch are, among others, its antiquity, its 
progreis in England and France,—the nature of earths ufed in 
the conftruction of mclting furnaces and crucibles,—the fufibi- 
lity of the different kinds of fand,—the nature and origin of 
quartz,— the properties and fophiftication of pot-afh, its de~ 
compofition by calcination and diflolution,—the nature, pro- 
perties, and dying quality of manganefe,—a new theory of 
Prufian blue,—the nature of glafs, and the vitrifying 
principle, &c. The fifth Memoir contains Odjervations on the 
Manufa@iure of Earthen-ware. In the fixth the Author exhi- 
bits an analylis of the Electrical Fluid, in order to difcover its 
true nature ; and proves, by a great number of experiments, 
that the eled?rical matter is nothing more than the colouring prin- 
tiple, or the phlogifton modified by the phofphoric acid. 

The Seconp VotuMeE contains Ten Differtations or Let. 
ters. The rift treats of the fale emerald of Auvergne, in which 
our Author has difcerned all the characters of a fufible fpar; 
and proves, that thefe chryftallizations derive their phofphoric 
quality from the colouring principle (highly attenuated and 
volatile) with which they are tinged. ‘This difcovery fhews 
the advantages that may be derived from fubflituting the fufible 
fpar to calx in the compofition of glafs. “he 2d contains an 
Analyfis of the hot Baths of Chaudes Aigues; the 3d, Objervations 
wn the Crucibles of Auvergne; and the 4th, confiderations on the 
art of ajjaying dines by fire. ‘The §th is a Letter concerning af= 
phyxtes, which our ingenious naturalift attributes to the ftag- 
nation of mephitic air in the lungs. He is one of the firft who 
recommended the ufe of the fpirit of fal volatile in thete cafes, 
without reprobating the application of other known remedies, 
fle proves, in a curious note, that the volatile alcali neither acts 
aS a neutralizer nor asaftimulant. The 6th and 7th are let- 
ters of a medical nature, addreiled to the authors of the Gazette 
d: la Santé, The 8th contains a critical examination of the ex- 
Peruments that have been made on felenitic and uitrecus {pars; the 
Git, Oofervations on the manufaCture and commerce of pot- 
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afh ; and the roth treats of the working of table clafs in the 
manner practifed in Bohemia. The sith 1 ffertation contains 
Refearches concerning the matertal caufe of the plague and epi- 
demical diforders, The 12th, 13th, rath, r5th, and roth 
are thus intitled : Memoir concerning the Fire Manufafures * jg 
France,—a plain and eafy Method of improving the Commerce of 
Bourdeaux,—Objervations on the Evaporation of Water throwy 
upon Glafs in fufion,—an Extract of the excellent Memoir of Mr, 
rgman concerning Fixed Air,—the Art cf curing Hernias, 
The 17th Memoir is a mafterly piece on a fubje& almoft new, 
and of the greateft confequence to the improvement both of the 
theory and practice of medicine: it treats of the different fates 
ef the ACID in the animal ceconomy. It appears from the difgui- 
fitions of our Author on this curious fubject, that one and the 
fame acid in the folids and fluids of animals is found in the 
following different modifications,—in the concrete ftate of the 
greateft fixation—in a glutinous ftate, and of the greateft fixa- 
tion—in a ftate of fution or liquidity, and of a greater fixation 
than the water in which it is diffolved—in a ftate entirely fixed, 
though virtually elaftic—in an actual ftate of elafticity, and aa 
inflammable ftate. It is fingular, that all thefe different ftates 
fhould be modifications of the fame acid, and that this acid 
fhould be none of the three mineral ones. The 18th Ademair 
treats off the nature and caufe of the different kinds of Glaf- 
gall, which is a fort of faline fcum or mafs found in glafs- 
houle-pots upon the furface of the melted glafs, and which the 
French call gratfes de verre. Vhe roth and laft piece in this 
fecond volume contains a plain method of claffing the various 
kinds of iron, hitherto known, and alfo of judging of the 
purity and goodnefs of iron and fiee! by the touch alone. 

XI. Adetrologie, ou Traité des Mefures, Poids, et Mennoies, 
des Anciens Peuples et des Modernes: i. e. Metrology, or a Treat- 
ife of the Meafures, Weights, and Coins, of Ancient and 
Modern Nations. By M. Pauctron. Paris. 1780. 962 
pages in 4to. This great Work, in which the moft pro- 
found and extenfive erudition is employed upon a very import- 
ant objet of legiflation, is the re(ult of the long and laborious 
refearches of Mefirs de la Lande, Yillet, and Paucron ; and, 
notwithftanding the merit and reputaiion of the treatifes of 
Arbuthnot and Chriftiani, will undoubtedly be efteemed the moft 
complete and accurate work of its kind. Mieafures are tne 
rule of juftice, which ought never to vary, and the fafeguard of 
property, which muft be always facred. In ancient times, ac 
cording to our Author, they were not the effets of caprice of 
hazard, as they are among us, but were formed, on the Con: 


—_ 
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trary, into a regular fyftem, fcientitcally combined, which had 
ts foundation in nature. The four hindred thoufandth part of 
sdegree of the meridian was pitched upon as the prototype or 
fandard of vulgar meafures; and from hence a commodious 
and cafy fyftem was derived for the ufe of the people, and fub- 
‘ted to the common proportions of the human body. Thus 
the prototype was called foot, cubit, ke. Our Author unfolds, 
with great erudition and ingenuity, this philofophical origin of 
menfuration, points out its progrefs trom the remoteit antiquity, 
and treats of meafures in all their connexions with agriculture 
and leviflation.—In the introduction, after having defined mea- 
fures in general, and fhewn the ufefulnefs of invariable ftand- 
ards derived from nature, and the advantages that refult from 
auniverfal meafure, he confiders the legiflation of meafures in 
France, treats of the decimal and logarithmic calculus, which 
he ordinarily makes ufe of in this work, and gives an ample 
table of the abfolute weights of a cubic foot of different folid 
and fluid fubftances, with fome applications of thefe weights to 
the ftrength of animais. ‘This is followed by another table of 
the marks of meafures, weights, and numbers in ufe among the 
Greeks and Romans. 

The Work is divided into Thirteen Chapters. In the 1ft, 
M. Paucron lays befere us the refults of the obferva- 
tions made by modern geometricians, both on the length of the 
pendulum, vibrating feconds, and the quantity of a degree of 
the meridian. He proves, that a univerfal meafure, taken from 
the dimenfion of a degree of the meridian, would be as perfeé& 
as that which is derivable from the length of the pendulum, 
and that in the remoteft periods of antiquity, even before the 
exiftence of Nineveh, Babylon, and the pyramids of Egypr, 
the circumference of the earth was meafured as exactly as it 
has been in our times. Ue fhews, that this ftandard of men/u- 
ration, which is founded in nature, was almoft univerfa!] 
received in Afia, Africa, and Europe; that it was the ftandard 
of the Perfians, Arabians, Jews, Egyptians, and Spaniards, 
who preferved it in its primitive integrity ; and that it was alfo 
employed by the Gauls, Bretons, and Germans, among whom 
itis to be found, at this day, in the greateft part of their citics, 
The Author compares this univerfal meafure with ours, and 
with other particular meafures of antiquity. The 2d chapter 
contains an application of theie meafures to the illuftration of 
fome curious points of ancient legiflation and philology. The 
3d treats of the meafures ufed in furveying lands by the Egyp- 
tians, Hebrews, Greeks, Romans, Gauls, Spaniards, and 
other ancient nations. “Che 4th treats concerning meafures of 
capacity, of which, according to our Author, the cubature of 
the univerfal lineal meafure already mentioned was the ftand- 
ard 
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ard among the Egyptians, Hebrews, Arabians, Greeks, and 
Romans. The ancient weights of thefe nations are the fubjeg 
of the 5th chapter; and in the 6th we have a learned account 
of their coins. The theory of ufury and anatocifm among the 
Greeks and Romans ts laid down in the 7th chapter, In the 
8th the Author treats of the whole extent of the earth’s fur. 
face, of the dimenfions of its parts in its divifion into ftates 
of population in modern times, confidered both in the whole of 
each ftate, and in its principal cities. The quantity of four 
and bread produced by a certain meafure of corn, the manner 
of grinding and baking among the ancie.ts, the confumption 
of the inhabitants of a ftate, the wages of day-labourers, and 
the expences of individuals, are matters difcufled in the gth 
chapter. The difquifitions of the 1oth and tith chapters 
are elaborate and curious. Here we learn the quantity of feed 
that is to be employed by the hufbandman, which, in the tem- 
perate zoncs, muft be increafed in proportion as the lands be- 
tween the tropics and the polar circles approach towards the 
Jatter ; and we !earn alfo the different kinds of grain that were 
cultivated by the ancients. ‘The Author here returns to the 
fubjeét of ancient population, enlarges on the produCtions and 
riches of Babylon, the moft fertile country in the world ; mea- 
fures the extent of the habitable parts of Egypt; defcribes its 
fertility, its agriculture, its population, .its divifion under Se- 
foftris, and alfo the fruitfulnefs of the adjacent countries. He 
meafures alfo and defcribes the Holy Land, its: fertility, popu- 
Jation, and Agrarian laws, the domains of its prince, its priefts 
and Levites; the tithes, firft-fruits, and other objects of civil 
and political ceconomy. From thence he pafles into Media, 
repafies into Spain, defcribes its fertility, population, the ex- 
cellence of its productions, and the extent of its territory: 
Then we find him in fome fruitful diftri&s of Africa, defcrib- 
ing the territories of Carthage and Tacape and the plains of 
Byzacene. Sicily comes next; from whence he carries us into 
Greece, Thrace, Afia Minor, the Ifles of Lefbos and Cyprus, 
Armenia, Hircania, Margiana, the Cimmerian Bofphorus, and 
I!lyria. Italy comes laft. ‘The defcription of the fertility, 
extent, natural productions, and political adminiftration of that 
country, is ample and circumftantial, and is terminated by an 
enumeration of the principal caufes of the decline of the Ro- 
man empire. The 12th chapter contains an account of the 
relations of ancient authors concerning the fertility and extent 
of Gaul, and is terminated by particular obfervations on agri- 
culture, as it was practifed by the ancients, The 13th chap- 
ter is an Introduction (as our Author calls it) to the ftudy of the 
ancient coins of France. This introdu€tion is a complete 


treatife on every thing that relates to coinage, the qualities “s 
— the 
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the metals, the mines that produce them, the characters and 
denominations of different monies, their value, &c. 

Eleven ample and commodious Tables, containing the eva~- 
juation of meafures, weights, and money, ancient and modern, 
form the conclufion of this vaft and elaborate performance. Thefe 
Tables, which are excellent in every refpeét, are the fruit of 
indefatigable induftry and patience, and are alone fufficient to 
render this work an important and valuable prefent to the pub- 
C. 

, XII. Le Genie de  Architefure, ou P Analegie de cet Art avec 
uss Senfations: i.e. The Genius or Spirit of Architecture, or 
the Confideration of that Art, as it bears an Analogy to our 
Senfations or natural Feelings. By M. Le Camus pe Me- 
ZIERES» $8vO. 270 pages, with a Plate. Paris. 14780. 
Price 3 livres (about 3 fhillings). It is certain, that of all 
the objects and productions of the fine arts, there are none con- 
cerning which our judgments of approbation or diflike are fo 
capricious and ambiguous, fo indeterminate and wavering, as 





? 
thofe of architecture. It is alleged by fome, as a reafon for 


this, that imitation, which is the foul of poetry, painting, and, 
more or lefs, even of mufic, is not applicable to archite€ture, 
which has no model or prototype in nature, and can therefore 
have no principle or guide in its operations, but the general 
rules of fymmetry and proportion, which belong, in common 
with it, to all the other arts. It has no peculiar and determi- 
nate objedt but conveniency; and therefore, in point of orna 
ment and beauty, its operations, though often animated by tafte 
and genius, are directed by fancy and caprice, which in num- 
berlefs cafes render our judgment concerning the execution am- 
biguous and uncertain. ‘“l’he Author of the Work before us 
endeavours to remove this uncertainty, and to eftablifh fure 
principles of judging with refpect to the beauties of architec- 
ture, by contemplating the happy productions of great ge- 
niufes, and attending to the caufes by which they produce 
pleafing and powerful impreffions on the mind. The analogy 
of the proportions of architecinre with our fenfations will fug- 
geft a feries of reflections, on which we may eftablifh the phi- 
lofophical principles of this elegant art. Such is the defign of 
this ingenious effay, in which the Author treats, fir/?, of the 
different orders of architecture; and unfolds, /fecondly, the ge- 
neral rules of the art of pleafing in its various productions, 
He enters into an ample detail on this fubject, and afcertains 
his theory by a variety of examples which illuftrate his difcuf-' 
ons, and render them agreeable. 

XIII, De l’Electricité du Corps Humain dans [Etat de Santé et 
d: Maladie, &c. i.e. A Differtation on the Electricity of the 
Human Body in Sicknefs and Health; in which the Eleétri- 
city 
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city of the Atmofphere, and its Influence and Effects on the 


Animal Economy, are particularly confidered. By M. Bep.’ 


THOLON, Prieft of St. Lazarus, and Member of feveral Acad. 
mies. 12mo0. Paris. 1780.——This Prize-Differtation, which 
was crowned by the Royal Academy of Sciences and Arts, &, 
at Lyon, cafts feveral rays of new light upon the myfterious 
fubject of electricity. In this ingenious piece Mr. B. begins 
by afcertaining the electricity of the atmofphere in confequence 
of the experiments and obfervations of Monnier, Franklin, 


and others; and by pointing out the indications which the elec. ' 


trical fluid gives of its exiftence, not only in tempefts ang 


thunder-ftorms, but even in the calmeft weather. He then 


proceeds to examine in what manner the electricity of the at. 
mofphere communicates itfelf to the human body. He fhews, 
that not only by the pores, but alfo by the lungs (which he 
Jooks upon as the fecretory organ of aerial eleétricity), the hue 
man body muft receive, with the great quantity of air it 
breathes *, an aftonifhing quantity of the ele¢trical fluid when 
the atmofphere is pofitively electrified, and muft communicate to 
the atmofphere when its electricity is megative, a proportionable 
quantity of the fame fluid. This leads our Author to confider 


the principal effects of the eletricity of the atmofphere on the . 


animal fyftem, and confequently on the vital and animal func- 
tions; fuch as, mufcular motion, the circulation of the blood, 
refpiration, digeftion, and the various fecretions; as alfo its 
moral effe&ts, combined with the qualities and effeéts of the air 
on the human body. He afterwards treats of fpontaneous elee- 
tricity, or of that which is peculiar to the human body, exa- 
mines its caufe, and proves its exiftence by a great number of 
curious experiments and obfervations. All thefe difcuffions 
form the contents of the firft /even chapters. The eledtricity 
peculiar to different animals is the fubje&t of the eighth, in 
which the Author relates his own experiments on the torpedo. 
The winth chapter contains the means of preferving health, 
as relative to the fluid in queftion, and to certain qualities 
of air and food, that are more or lefs adapted to diminifh or 
augment human electricity. 

The body in a difordered ftate, and more efpecially thofe 
diforders which proceed from the abundance or defect of the 
electrical fluid in the human body, and the means of reme- 
dying both this abundance and defe&t, employ our Author in 
the fecond Part of this Diflertation. A great number of ob- 
fervations and experiments have been made, and the labours 


—) 





“ The motion of refpiration is repeated 28,200 times every days 
and the lungs receive in the fame fpace of time one million one hun 
dred and fifty two thoufand cubic inches of air. 
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of above two hundred and fifty philofophical or medical writers 
have been laid under contribution to complete this fecond part, 
in which we find an account of all that has been hitherto writ- 
tn on the fubject of animal and medical eleétricity. The 
qhird Part, which treats of the influence of atmofpherical elec- 
ticity on different bodies, contains Tables relative to births, 
jeaths, certain diforders and evacuations, which correfpond 
yith the alterations that happen in the ftate of the atmofphere. 
XIV. Le Brigandage de la Mufique Italienne: i.e. Of the 
Robberies committed by Italian Mufic. t2mo, Paris. —— 
This is a very fingular performance. It contains an uncommon 
mixture of profound mufical knowledge, fine tafte, and the 
mot facetious pleafantry. The principle of the Author is, 
‘that every country has its own mufic; that is, a mufic fuited 
to its climate, genius, character, language, and manners; and 
that therefore the party at Paris who are for forcing the Italian 
mufic upon the French, are guilty of great abfurdity. On this 
occafion the very elegant and witty writer enters into extenfive 
and ingenious difcuffions relative to mufical harmony, melody, 
and exprefion; and much inftruction and many a laugh will 
be obtained from the perufal of his moft entertaining perform- 
ace; But it is no laughing matter to confider the extravagant 
contributions that eunuchs and fidlers have drawn from the 
teafures of fovereigns, which would have been much more 
humanely employed in appeafing the hunger of their famifhed 
fabjects, than in tickling their own royal or princely ears with 
tweedle dum and tweedle dee. The late King of Poland paid an 
hundred thoufand crowns for the reprefentation of each new 
opera ;—the King of Portugal threw away a million of crowns 
upon five or fix degraded men, who fung a few airs to amufe 
his Majefty, while his people were howling miferere; and the 


opera of Paris cofts 35,000 pounds annually. i I 
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PoLitiTICAlL 


Att. 14. The Revolution of America. By the Abbé Raynal, 
Author of the Philofophical and Political Hiftory of the Elta- 
blifhments and Commerce of the Europeans in both the Indies. 
lzmo, z2s.6d. Davies. 1781. 


HERE is fomething myferious in the manner in which 

this publication is introduced to the world. It was exe 
petted that the Abbé Raynal would fubjoin, to his Hiftory of the 
Indies, an account of the difpute between Great Britain and her 
Colonies. Of this defired Work, before it made its appearance from 
any prefs, the tranflator, on his travels was fo fortunate as to obtain 
Rev, June 1781. Wh -_ &@COPYe 
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acopy. Without informing the world how he procured the 

and without the confent or knowledge of-the refpe@able A 

he at once fends forth a French edition, and an Englith tranflation.— 

The work, it muft be confeffed, breaths the fame {pirit of freedan 

has the fame philofophical caft of thinking, and is written with the 

fame glow of language, for which the Abbé’s Hiftory is fo juftly ad. 
mired. But though it is in his manner, it is not in his Sef manner - 
there are fewer facts, and lefs variety and depth of reflection, than 
we fhould have expeted from fich a Writer, on fo fruitful a fubjeg 

Befides, the tranflation is fo inelegant, and obfcure, and through. 

out fo entirely Gallic, that it would be trefpafling upon oor reader’s 

patience to detain them with any fpecimens of it. We fhall there. 
fore content ourfelves with this general notice of the publication, at 
feaft till the Abbé Raynal fhall think fit to give it the protection of 

his celebrated name. mm 

Art. 15. Objervations on the Dutch Manifefto. Addrefled +.’ 

the Ear! of Shelburne. 8vo. 18. Kearfly. 1781. . 
When nations quarrel, each party afferts the juftice of its caufe, 
and to prove it logically, before they proceed to the ultima ratio, 

a manifefio is publifhed, whercin the juftice on this fide, and the in- 

juitice of that, is fpecioufly, if not truly fet forth: what the one ad. 

vances, the other contradicts,—and the appeal is to the fword; by 
the length and fharpnefs of which, the conteft is ufually decided. — 

As to the prefent initance, ‘* Your declaration, Matter Bull,” fays 

Mynheer, ‘ afferts nothing but falfhoods, to mafk your infolence and 

ambition :”—‘* And your manifefio, Matter Frog,” replies Jack 

Englith, ‘* is a heap of d——d nonfenfe, evafion, and abfurdity, all 

meant to cover your falfe friendfhip, and underhand dealings,” —~ 

Now, what critic fhall decide in fuch a cafe, and venture to pro- 

‘nounce on the merits of the argument? Not an Englifhman, furely, 

nor a Dutchman.—Let the King of Pruffia, if he pleafes, or the Em- 

peror, review this pamphlet. 
AMERICAN CONTROVERSY, 

Art. 16. The Hiftory of the Civil War in America: Vol. I. 
Comprehending the Campaigns of 1775, 4776, and 1777. By 
an Officer ofthe Army *. 8vo. 5s. Boards. Sewell. 1780. | 
A judicious and impartial Hiftory of the unfortunate American 

War, written by an able pen, might prove an . acceptable and 

a ufeful prefent to the Public; but an unbiaffed hittorian is at 

all times rara avis in terris: at this early period, and on this 

interefting fubject, ftri&t impartiality is hardly to be expetted. 

Diftant times may perhaps produce fome faithful and exact ace 

counts: the prefent race of men will probably expire before fuch 

accounts make their appearance.—The publication before us is 
only part of a work which is to be finithed in future volumes, 
and therefore it is the lefs neceffary for us (while the undertak- 
ing is imperfect) to give it a very particular review. To fpeak 
of it in general terms, it appears to us, rather a vindication of 
the meafures of the Mother-country, and confequently an utter con- 
demnation of the Americans, than a fair and equal reprefentation. 


Copy, 
Othor, 


E 


Errors there have been, no doubt, on both fides, in the conduét of 





* Said to be Capt. Hall, of General Howe’s regiment. 
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j js melarchol y bufinefs; but we can fee no reafon to fuppofe them 
, TH igfned merely to one of the contending parties. —This Writer, in 
mnon with many others, confiders the repeal of the Stamp-ac&t as 
.  Diereat {pring of our prefent calamities: at the fame time he ace 
t —Biowledges that act to have been oppreflive; a confideration which 
iely called for its repeal ; but there may be-truth and juftice in his 
;  ‘Asewation, that had the heavy tax on law-fuits only been taken off, 
| Uy, Americans would have remained fatisfied as to the reft: this is 
isfuppolition, and appears to be the principal, if not the only con- ~- 
fion which he offers in their favour; for, as he proceeds, he treats 
ir complaints as founded only on pretended grievances, and their 
wduét as arifing from a factious, ambitious, and lawlefs fpirit. On 
ie whole, we apprehend thofe readers who form their judgment 
geely from this Volume, will run the hazard of being mifled, for 
st of a free and fair invelligation of the principal arguments that 
ye been urged on doth fides of the quettion. H 
PoOETITCA Lk e 
Tit. 17. Poems; chiefly compofed from recent Events. B 

Mr. Nifbet. 8vo. 38.6d. Boards, Edinburgh. Sold by Ri- 

chardfon and Urquhart, London, 17580. 

Thefe Poems were written, as the Preface informs vs, at fixteen. + 
They are bloffoms that time may, poflibly, ripen into fruit. 
it. 18, Poems, on various Subjects. Small 8vo. 2s. 6d. ‘ 

Boards. Edinburgh. Sold by Richardfon and Urquhart, London, 

17/0. 

Tnefe are a feafon or two forwarder than the blofioms fpoken of 
ove, but they are not yet come to maturity. C 4 | &§ 
dt. 19. A Poetical Epiftle to Maonf. Veftris, from Ar@ineolus. Y | 

4to. 18. Bew, 1781, 

An infipid rhapfody of panegyric or irony ;—we prefume not to t 
ly which. 
it. 20. The Conte: An Englifh Paftoral, in two Parts. 
To a Friend in the Country. By George Pafmore, 4to. 2%. 

y Stockdale. 1781, 

Let Mr. Pafmore criticife his own Verfes himfelf ;—— 

‘ [ brought them to my Phillimus with f{peed, t 
She {mil’d and faid ’twas pretty words indeed !? Cc; 
At, 21. Satirical Ballads, &c. on the Times. Printed for 

the Benefic of the unhappy Sufferers in the Weft Indies. vo. 
2d. Afperne. 

No one will think this two-penny worth of wit a dear purchafe, 
tho confiders the motive of publication, Three guineas, we are 
tid, have been paid in to the truftees fome time ago. We moft / 

tly with it a very rapid fale, Many volumes of five times the . ¢ | 
blk, have not a fifth part of its merit. C ‘. | 
Ait. 22. The Celefial Beds; or a Review of the Votaries of , 
the Temple of Health, Adelphi, and the Temple of Hymen, 










Pall-mall. 4to. 2s, Kearfley. 1781. | 
This Bagatelle is not without humour, The Author rallies Dr. G. ; | 
Nd laughs at his {uppofed patients, with a pleafantry neither offene ' 


"eto decency nor good manners,—a merit, confidering the tempta- 
4% bis fubje&t held out to _, ry deferved to be taken notice of. ct 
2 Art. 
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Poems, by a Lady. 
1731. 
Trifles by no means worthy of publication. 


4to. 1258. fewed, Payne, 


Hayes, M. A. late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
1s. Dodfley. 5781. 
To all the late candidates for Seaton’s reward we may apply the 
following lines from Mr. Gay: 
‘ Forbear, contending louts, give o’er your ftrains ; 
An oaken flaff each merits for his pains, 
Your herds for want of water ftand adry, 


4to, 


NoveEts. 


Art. 25. The Adventures of an Hackney Coach. 12m0, 25. 6d, 
Kearfly. 1781. 

The Author fays, that * he has found an old pen belonging to 
Sterne.” We with he had found the fpirie which animated it. Bug 
that is exhauited, and nought remains here but the dull lifelefs ref. 
duum ! . f 

This affeéted and frivolous performance conhits of the charaéters of 
{ome perfons who are fuppofed by the Author to have hired a hack. 
ney coach; and it may be conlidered as a fort of a fupplement to a 
very indifferent novel, intitled the *‘ Sedan.’ There is little real 


information to be collected from it concerning the private lives of | 


thofe eminent characters that pafs under the Author's infpedtion, 
Party holds the pen, and prejudice guides his hand. His languageis 
generally inelegant, and frequently obfcene. But though we might 
pardon the unknown author, yet we can f{carcely forgive the pretended 
memorialift who puts the following affected, turgid phrafes into the 
mouth of the elegant, unornamented Goldfmith ;—the beautiful fim- 
plicity of whofe ityle is ftrongly contratted by that unmeaning garith 
language which dritinguifhes his fuccefslefs imitator, ‘ What a 
motley {cene, fays the genius (7. e. Dr. G.) is even here abcut this time 
of the day! Pomp, felf-importance, and /ownging nobility ambling in 
the troop of pleafure. Poverty looking up to them for relief; yet 
fearful of the harth menace of denial. There fhines the proud enfign 
of nobility, a ftar. Here fickens in the eye of fuffering virtue a tear 
Yon tattered wretch, perhaps, owes her remnant of poverty, &e. &e.’ 
Itis enough reader! ‘This cannot be Goldfmith, any more than the 
Author himfelf can be Sterne, or any relation ot the Shandy family. 
He is certainly fome fturdy North Briton, more ca'culated to hold the 
whip of the hackney coachman than to ufe the o/d pen of the inimitable 


bg Yorick s but who, having arrived at the poft of a driver, afpires with 
abundant vanity, at the high diftinétion of being himfe!f driven. 


Rofemant and 
g VO. 


Art. 26. The Hiflory of the Honourable Mrs. 
Sir Henry Cardigan, in a Series of Letters. 2 vols. 
fewed. Hookham. 1781. 

“This is a fprightly entertaining Novel. Its plot is fomewhat r0- 
mantic and improbable, and its events are linked by circumftances 
too artificial and arbitrary to deceive the reader: yet it is om the 


whole conduéted with fpirit and addrefs :—the ftory is well told; and 


the different charafters are properly difcriminated, The fentimental 


5 Se 


delicacy 


t 
Art. 24. The Afcenfion: a poetical eflay. By the Rev. Samu 


‘They’re weary of your fongs,—and fo am I.’ a 
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delicacy Of Mrs. Rofemont, is well contrafled with the gaiety and wit 
of the {prightly Lady Lucy. The ftrupgles of love between the teh- 
jer remembrance of a darling obje& who aril excited it, and a new 
sfion conceived for another, are very happily defcribed in the cha- 
naer of Sir Henry Cardigan. An infamous wretch of the name of 
Gunders, piqued by Mrs. Rofemont’s neglect, plots revenge both 
ggainit her and her more favoured admirer. It fo far fucceeds as to 
ceate coafufion and embarraffment. Hence a little battle on the 
fage; till the feene fhifts and opens a world of wonders! Mrs. Ro- 
@mont who is at the poin: of marrying Sir Henry, under the prefump- 
tion of her hufband’s having been killed in a duel, is furprized at his 
rn. He recounts his ftrange adventures. Her former paffion is 
rnewed ; and fhe feems to wonder at herfelf for having entertained 
athought of a fecond lover. More buftle and embarrafiment enlues ! 
But the wonder of wonders is in the conclufion, where we find 


‘the villain Saunders fairly caught in Cupid’s net, and at laft con- 


verted into fober matrimony by a pretty Nun; who, having been fe- 
doced by a French Count, was doomed to take the veil to atone for 
yer indifcretion, and blot out the difhonour of her crime, by peni- 
ynceand tears. Saunders was fo ftruck with the beauty of the lovely 
Magdalene, as fhe went through the ceremony in the public church, 
that he conceived a paflion for her; and as his head was particu- 
lirly turned for plots (as the reader of this Novel will fee), he con- 
tived a fcheme to carry her off from the convent. This he effected, 
ad having brought the fair penitent to England, he marries her,—» 
All the parties in the drama are united, fome by marriage, others by 
fiend{hip, and Saunders with all of them by conceffions on his part, 
ad forgivenefs on theirs, 

The fentiments of this Novel are chafte and delicate: the language 
fee and eafy. It appears to have been the compofition of a Lady 
well verfed in the nicer points and myfteries of love, We fay a Lady, 


jind fortwo reafons do we attribute it to a female pen:—from the 


feedom and vivacity with which it is written, and from feveral glar- 
ng deficiences even in common grammatical conftruction, This 
fult we have offen obferved in the compofitians of ladies, wha, 
wwithitanding, have acquired all the higher graces of language: 
ad have almoit initinctiyely caught at elegance without giving them. 


kives the trouble of purfuing the ftritt forms of grammar. B 


5S 


wright. Svo. 38. fewed. Macgowan, 
Thefe Let:ers are more moral than entertaining; though per- 
lips they have enough of the latter quality, to recommend them 
W that clafs of readers for whom they were meant. The flories 
iteriperfed thew little fancy or ingenuity. The ladies are betrayed 
ihe ufual methods of feduction and impofition ; and the gentle- 
ma are very amiable, or very vicious, without ftriking out a new 
fals, or aiming at a new virtue; and without giving old faults 
told virtues the femblaoce of novelty, Thete Letiers, are write 
Kin a blamelefs uniformity of Ayle, and without riling inte 
Iy difinguithed excellence, or finking into any grofs abfurdity ; 
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At, 27. Letters moral and entertaining. By Mrs. Cart- ~ 


J may be truly faid to ‘* keep the noifelefs tenor of hele Ty 
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MiscELLANEOUS, 
Art. 28. Lays, Letters, and Poems. By Edmund Rack, 


Secretary to the Society for the Encouragement of Agriculture 

Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, and to the Philofophical So. 

ciety, lately inftituted at Bath; and Author of Mentoy’s Letters 

to Youth*, 8vo. 6s. fewed. Dilly, &c. 1781. 

Some of the principal pieces in this Mifcellany have already ap. 
peared with credit to their Author, in various periodical publications, 
A vein of good fenfe isin general difcernible in them, accompanied 
by a liberality of fentiment chat is not always to be met with in more 
fhining performances. The humorous attempts do not fland foremog 
in point of merit. 

Art. 29. LEffays on various Subjects of Tajfte and Criticifm. 8vo, 
2s. Dilly. 1780. 

The fubje&ts which are difcuffed in the two firft of thefe Effays are, 
the nature, origin, and progrefs of poetical compofition ; and paito- 
ral poetry. The third, and laft Effay isa critique on the firft bc ok of 
Milion’s Paradife Joft{{. When due allowance is made for ** the fri 
attempts of a juvenile writer,’ and for the difficulty of ftriking out 
any thing new or original on fubjects fo nearly exhaufted: candor 
will not find much to cenfure in thefe critical exercifes, which carry 
with them evident marks of good tenfe, accompanied by juft princi« 
ples of tafte. 


Art. 30. The Swindler dctefled: or Cautions to the Public: * 


Containing a minute Account of the various Frauds and Impofi- 


tions practifed on the honeft induftrious Tradefmen of this Metro- | 


polis. ‘Ihe Stories related in this Traét are collected from abfo- 

Jute Faéts that have tranfpired within the lall eighteen Months, 

Addreffed to a certain Alderman. 8vo. 18,6d. Kearfley, &. 

3781. 

ane Cautions and Inflances may have but tco much foundation 
in faét, in a metropolis where fuch numbers live without any gene- 
ral obferver knowing 4ow: and where, by the competition for trade 
in every branch of butinefs, credit is given with fo much readinefs, 
Art. 31. APIZTOTEAOTS zepi Mamlixis.  Ariftotelis de 

Poetica Liber ex Verfione Theodori Goulitoni. Leétionis varieta- 

tem e Codd. lV. Bibliothece Medicez, Verborum Indicem et Ob- 

fervationes fuas adjunxit T. Winflanley, A. M. Coll. Hert. Soc. 
8vo. 6s, bound. Oxford printed, and fold by Elmfley in London. 
178¢. 

"ne Obfervations, with which this accurate and ingenious Editor 
has enriched his edition of this invaluable treatile of Arifioce’s, bear 
ample teitimony to his {kill and fagacity as a critic. If they Jeave us 
any thing to regret, it is, that the Writer's attention was not equally 
employed in elucidating the fenfe, as in reftoring purity to the text, 
of this profound and difficult Author. A commentary on the poetics 
of Ariftotle, would open a noble field for abitraét and philofophical 
criticifm, 





* For Mentor’s Letters, fee Rev. vol. Iviie pe 408+ 
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Art. 32. ‘Traits on Human Woe. By a Spectator. Small 
gvo. 18 6d. Leicefter printed ; fold by Lowndes in London. 
At the clofe of this lamentable Volume we are told, that ‘ the 

Speator of human woes mutt, for the prefent, retire from the walks 

of mifery, to wait the Ifiue of that judgment, which will direct his 

future conduét.’ And he adds, * If aught in this li:tle Volume fhould 
amufe the ferious reader, an opportunity may be embraced, hereafter, 
of renewing the fubject !” 

To fpeak honettly. we find little amu/ement in the difmal events 
which are here huddled together, it fhould feem, for our entertain- 

ent. 

- his Writer’s tafte for amufement, appears to be of the fame 

famp with his who told the late facetious Mr. Foote, who had 

refuled to accompany him to an execution, that 4e took pleasure 
in nothing. ; 

Art. 33. Matrimony; or the Road to Hymen made plain, 
eafy, and delighttul; containing a new Collection of familiar 
Letters, which have paffed between Lovers in various Situations of 
Life, difplaying humourous and entertaining CharaCters, with 
fhort Hiftories of their Adventures. The whole clearly teach- 
ing the Art of Writing Letters on Love, Courthip, and Mar- 
riage, &c. 12mo. ts. Milne. 1781. 

This art of writing Love Letters, is entirely calculated for 
fludents, whofe natura! ftyle mutt improve amazingly when enriched 
by the amorous phrafes here prepared for them. | 
Art. 34. Vetempfichofis, or the Tranfmigration of . Souls 

fyftematically conidered, and refcued from Obloquy and Con- 

tempt, by the joint Authority of Reafon and Revelation: the 
whole comprehending a compleat Body of Animation, fuc- 
cinétly inveitigated, and impartially revifed. By the late Lord 

in the probationary Charafter of a Poft Horfe. to, 
28s.6d. Kearfley. 

“‘ Chaos is come again!”—for this crude, heterogeneous mafs 
of malice, impudence, and calumny may be truly iaid to be like 
the primitive Yohu Bchu, when the ** the earth was without 
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form, and void, and darknefs was upon the face of the deep!” ps 


Art, 35. Occafional Letters, By Jofeph Greenhill, M. A. 
Reétor of Eait Horfley, and Eait Clandon in Surrey; Author 
of an Effay on the Mittennium. 8vo. 6d. Cadell. 

_ Another chaos of another kind!—equally obfcure, and equally 

Infignificant. 

Art. 36. Ledtures to Lords Spiritual, or an Advice to the 
Bifhops concerning religious Articles, Tithes, and Church Power: 

~ With a Difcourfe on Ridicule. By the Rev. Mr. James Mar- 
say; Author of Sermons to Affes. 8vo. 2s. Axtell. 1781. 
The Author may indeed be very well qualified to preach fer- 

mons to afes; but why will he, like the familiar a/s in the fable, 
break out of his ows line, and his ow” company, only to be 
lahed back into it again; and be told with a fneer, that it is 
bot for afés to take’fo much liberty ;——unlefs it be with /¢/low- 


affes, 


pB* 


p.* 















































































472 Montuiy CataLocue, Mifcellaneous, 


Art. 37. 4 new Sy/lem of General Geography, in which the 
Principles of that Sci-nce are explained; with a View of the 
Solar Syftem, and of the Seafons of the Year, all over “the 
Globe; together with the moft effential Parts of the Nataral 
Hiftory of the Earth. Part I. By Ebenezer Macfait, M, Dp. ° 
Edinburgh printed for Balfour and Creech. Sold by Cadell jin 
London. 8vo. 53. 1780. 

The Author of this Treatife profeffes to have taken Varenius for 
his model, attending to the many important difcoveries fince made 
in natural philofophy: and he afirms, with a degree of integrity, 
little attended co by compilers in general, that he has done juf. 
tice to all to whom he has been obliged; no where attempting 
to raife bis Own reputation at another man’s expence. Indeed fuch 
attempts generally, and ,juftly operate inverfely to the crafty views 
of literary difengenuity. 

This Volume being only called Part I. and no affurance being 
given how many more are to follow, it is impoflible to decide on the 
probable extent of the work, farther than may be collecied from the At 
Author’s declaration, that his firtt intention was to execute it in one 
velume: from which it may be imagined that one more may poflib'y 
compleat it. Indeed, though this Part appears alone, it were to be 
wifhed he had fo far adhered to his original plan, as by a fuller page 
and {malles letter, to have calculated the whole for a fingle o¢tavo 
volume; efpecially when we confider that former fyftems, including 
particular Geography alfo, appear in that compendious form. : 

We cannot deem the Author altogether happy in the diftribution of the 
his materials, He firft treats generally of the earth, its figure, men- | 4, 
foration, latitude, longitude, its diurnal and annual motion, &c. then 
digrefles to the fular fyftem, and treats of the celeitial globe; after 
which wide excurfion he comes home again to this planet, to profe- 
cute his primary fubjeét. If this method was purfued from no better A 
motive than to vary in fome degree from other geographical fyitems ; | 
we cannot bot thiuk he has departed from the natural order of pree 
mifing a brief view of the planetary fyitem at large, and then coming 
finally home to our own globe, as a member of that fyflem ;—and 
this to the difadvantage of the performance. However, this is a cir- 
cumftance to which few may attend; and it is but juitice to add, 
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' that the work is written in a clear familiar ttyle. i 
This Part is iliuftrated wich a good reprefentation of the folar fyf- . 
tem; and if one more plate bad been afligned for the earth, to ex~ | 

plain the feveral geographical definitions by view, it. would have . 

greatly facilitated the‘acquifition of geographical ideas to young "y w 

dents. ‘ 

Art. 38. An Introduction to Merchandize. Containing acom= | " 
pleat S)item of Arithmetic. A’ Sytiem of Alvebra. Book- iy 
keeping in various Forms, An Account of the Trade of 
Great Britain, and the Laws and Pra¢tices which Merchants A 


| are chiefly interefted in. In two Volumes; Vol. II. By Ro- 
7 * bert Hamilton, L.L.D. Matter of the Academy, Perth, 80. 
q - § 8 Boards. Edinburgh printed, and fold by Cadell in London, 
i The firft Volume of this ufeful compendium was mentioned 
the Rev. vol. lviii. p. 400, to which we necd only to ade, ee 

this 
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this fecond Volume, which ccmpleats the work, fupports the cha- 
rafter already given of the former; both by the clear Syftems of 
Book-keeping deicribed in it, and by the mifcellaneous mercan- 
tile information that concludes the whole. N 
HORTICULTURE. ° 
Art. 39- ‘The complete Forcing Gardener, or the Praftice of 
forcing Fruits, Fiowers, and-Vegeiabks to early” Maturity, and 
Perfection, by the Aid of artificial Heat, in the various De- 
partments ufually conitructed for this Purpofe. The whole dif- 
. played, with every new Improvement, by which this capital and. 
curious Branch of Gardening may be effected with Facility and 
Succefs. By John Abercrombie, of Tottenham Court, Gardener ; 
Author of Mawe’s Gardener’s Calendar. 12mo. 2s. Od. fewed. 


Davis. 1781. . 
The title-page contains an honeft account of what is to be expected 


tn this little Volume. Nothing feems to be omitted that general and + 


approved practice has authorifed. 

Att, 40. The young Gardener’s bef? Companion ; for the thorough 
practical Management of the Kitchen and Fruit Garden ; raifing 
all early Crops in Hot-Beds, and forcing early Fruits. The vari- 
ous Articles being arranged alphabetically under the general En- 
glifh Names, exhibiting alfo that of the Genus to which each 
belongs in the botanic Syfiem. By Samuel Fullmer, Gardener and 
Nurfery Man. 12mo. 2s. 6d. Boards. Barker, &c. 1781. 
Though we do not altogether agree with Mr. Fullmer, that this is 

the Young Gardener’s 4¢/ Companion, we think it, however, nota 

bad one, Mr F. who writes like one more converfant with garden- 
ing than grammar, feems to have a clear knowledge of his bufinefs, 


CuLINARY SCIENCE, 


Art. 41. The Practice of Modern Cookery; adapted to Fami- 
lies of Dillin@tion, as weli as to thole of the middie Ranks of Life. 
To which is added a Giofary, explaining thé Terms of Art. By 
George Dalrymple, late Cook to Sir John Whitetoord, Bart. 8vo. 
6d. Boards. Edinburgh printed, and fold by Longman in Lon- 
don. 1781. 

As far : our flender knowledge of the fubje& may be fuppofed to 
have enabled us, as critics anc authors, to judge of the merits of a 
book that relates folely to good eating, we will venture to fay that Mr. 
Dalrymple’s performance /eems to comprehend an excellent fyflem of 
Cookery ; for many a favoury difh, compounded of rare materials, do 
we fee defcribed in it, that we never heard of before! and therefore, 
fhould be glad to try the receipts by actual expertment.— But for this 
we muft refort to our accuftomed patience, till opportunity ferves. 

ScHOOL*Books, 

Art. 42. Inflitutes of LEnglifh Grammar; comprizing, 1. 
The different Kinds, Relations, and Changes of Words; 2, 
Syntax, or the right Conitru¢tion of Sentences: with Exercifes 
of true and falie Conilruétion: adapted to the Ule of Schools. 
By R. Harrifon. 12mo. Brown. 1780. 

This is one of the eafieft and mot concife compends of Englith 
Grammar 


which he explains intelligibly, and with concifeneis. at 
‘+ 
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Grammar we have feen, and feems particularly adapted to the 
purpofe of teaching young children this ufeful branch of learning, 
Art. 43. The Rudiments of the Italian Language; wherein 
the Parts that are fundamental and necefflary for Beginners, ace dif. 
played in a regular and compreherfive method; and illuftrated 
with Grammatical Remarks, and i.xplanatory Note:, for the Ute 
of thofe who «trempt to learn this Language without the afi. 
ance of a Matter: to which are added, An Englith and Italian 
Vocabulary; common Forms of Speech on various Subjeés; 
feleét Paffages from different Authors, with Tranflations fo dif. 
pofed as to exhibit diftincily their refpective Correfpondence; and 
a Catalogue of the moll ufeful Books in that Language, s2mo, 
4s. Nourfe. 1780. 
This I:alian Grammar appears to us to be drawn up with judg. 
ment, and well adapted for general ule. 
RELIGIOUS, E, 


Art. 44. Scriptural Meditations; intended chiefly for the Sea. 
fons of Sicknefs and Melancholy. ‘To which are added feveral 
Prayers, Poems, &c. on divers Subjeéts; collected from fome of 
the moft pious and learned Writers, ByaClergyman, 8vo. 35, 
Bound. Buckland. 1780. 

This Colleétion, we are told, was made many years ago, and never 
intended for public view, but the folicitations of friends, and particu. 
Jarly of fome to whom thefe meditations and prayers had been accept. 
able and ufeful, have now prevailed on the compiler to fend them 
forth into the world. They are on a great variety of fubjeéts, and 
formed entirely in the language of Scripture. The Poems at the end 
are taken from Bifhop Kenn, Mr. Addifon, Mrs. Rowe, Dr. Watts, 
&e. . 

‘This Clergyman appears to us to have employed his time very pro- 
petly and fuitably; and his Compilation, we doubt not, will be 
acceptable to numbers. 

Art. 45+ Some Golden Rules and Direéisns, chiefly calculated 
for young Men, &c. Izmo. Od. Milne, in Holborn. 

A very flight, but well meant little tract, confiiling of good ad- 
vice, tending to the promotion of piety. and virtue, It is infcribed to 
Lord George Gordon; whom the Author, in true Scottifh phrafe, 
confiders as being prefently the champion for the better eftablifhing of 
by far the moft valuable part of the Britith conititutton ! 

Art. 46. The Univerfal Week's Preparation for a worthy receiv- 

‘ing of the Holy Sacrament of the Lora’s Supper, recommended and 
enjoined by the Church of England. In two Parts. By the 
Rev. J. Worthington, LL. D. Author of the Univerfal Prayer 
Book. 8vo. 18. Hogg. 178c. ' 
This paltry compofition of {piritual quackery, is introduced with 

a Preface, written with the moft unregenerate fpirit of malice and 

ill-will againft the other manufa@urers of * Week’s Preparations :’ 

but the largeit portion of its fpite is referved for a certain bro- 
ther of the craft, who had been vending his noftrums before 
our 4ofy mountebank had ereéted his ftage, or his Merry Andrew 
had trumpeted forth the infallible virtues of Dr, Worthington’s Pre 


paration ! BR k mm 
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Art. 47. The Aunt’s Advice to a Niece. In a Letter to Miis 
——. Alfo fome Account of a Correfpondence with the late Rev. 
Dr. Dodd, during his Imprifonment. By Mary Bofanquet. Leeds 
printed for Binns. 8vo. 6d. 1780. 

This good Woman gives her Niece very pious and very orthodox 

dvice. 

' At the conclufion of this little Pamphlet, is a Letter from Mrs. Bo- 

fanquet to the late unfortunate Dr. Dodd, foon after his conviction 

and imprifonment. It is written in an enthufiaftic ftrain ; but it dif- 
covers a deep fenfe of religion, mixed with the moft friendly feelings 

‘of generous attachment to that unhappy man, in the hour of his 

greatelt diftrefs. We were much pleafed with, as well as affected 

by the beginning of her Addrefs. ‘ Let it not furprize you in this 
tremendous hour, to be accofted by an old, perhaps forgotten, but 
ftill fympathifing friend. The world fmiles in profperity. The 

Chrittian loves in adverfity: and the hour of Nature’s forrow is the 

important period for fuch a friendfhip.—From the firft moment the 

melancholy news had reached my ear, how truly was my heart en- 
paged in prayer and pity. I anticipated the dreadful pangs which 
rend your fovl: and the awful confideration that thefe things were 
but the beginning of for:ow, was ready to draw blood from my 
heart, as well as tears from my eves. -— Had you remained in 
profperity, nothing would have been farther from my thoughts than 

a renewal of acquaintance. But zow I cannot forget you, if J 

would’ 

The Doétor felt this good Woman’s friendfhip and fidelity; and 
a feries of correfpondence (fhe informs us) was carried on almoft 
weekly, till within three days of his execution.” The Dodétor’s 
Jat letter is publifhed. It is ftrongly expreflive of his deep peni- 
tence, mixed with the hopes of divine forgivenefs. 

Art. 48. Two Sermons on the Refurrection of the Body, 
and the intermediate ftate of the Soul. By Thomas Bateman, 
A. M. Chaplain to his Grace the Duke of Gordon, Vicar of 
Whaplode, Lincolnfhire, &c. 4to. 1s. Baldwin, &c. 1780. 
There is little or nothing, either in the matter or compofition of 

thefe fermons to recommend them to the public attention. They are 

two flight, fuperficial difcourfes on the fubje&ts mentioned in the 
title. The text of the formeris, 1. Cor. xv. 35, 36. But fome man 
will fay, How are the dead raifed up? and with what body do 
they come? Thou fool! that which thou fowef is mot quickened exe 
cept it die. In the firft of thefe verfes this Writer has found, what 
nothing furely could have difcovered, but imagination unreftrained 
by judgment. ‘ The queftion here urged’, fays he, ‘ refolves itfelf 
into two propofitions. The former refpecting the manner of our re- 
furretion, implying fuch an impoflibility in the very nature of 
the thing, as to exceed even the power of God to accomplifh.’ 
* The other fupvofes the poffibility of the refurrection granted ; 





and is then an enquiry concerning the nature of our bodies after 


fuch refurretion.”—‘ The firft propofition then here fated by St. 
Paul :? (what propofition is here itated by St. Pavl? Even ac- 
cording to our Author’s ideas, it is merely implied.) ‘ The firit 
propofition then here ftated by St. Paul, when more largely fet 
forth 
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forth is this, viz. That though the foul and body are feparated 
by death; and the latter in a very fhort time is reduced to its Origi- 
nal earth,—mouldered into duft and afhes,—diffulved into inGnite 
millions of mere atoms,—each perhaps difperfed into as many diffe. 
rent places; and after continuing during fuch ttate of diffolution 
and feparation for ages,—perhaps innumerable ages yet to come, 
and undergoing as innumerable changes and transformations, yet, 
that each particle of each individual body thall, at the general refur. 
reGtion, by the almighty power of God, be again coile&ted, united 
together, and reftored to life again, in the fame identical fubftance, 
which each particular foul inhabi:ed in the prefent life, and in this 
ftate of re-union and revivifcence toenter upon a new and quite dif. 
ferent ftate of exiftence,—a future life of infinite happinefs, or ex. 
quifite mifery ;—not like the fhort and fhadowy one already paft, but 
which fhal] continue to all eternity,—throughout all ages,—a world 
everlafting and without end.’ 

Such Mr. Bateman afferts to be the doftrine of the refurreétion, as 
revealed in the gofpel: but afferts without attempting to prove. He 
merely endeavours to obviate an objection that may be made to its 
credibility, by alleging that God is omnipotent; an argument which 
will equally prove the credibility of every thing which falls within 
the limits of poffibility. 

In his illuftration of the apoftle’s allufion to the manner in which 
the fruits of the earth are produced from feed, he afferts, that * in or- 
der to—propagate every {pecies of feed which the earth bringeth 
forth,—from one, to produce an hundred meafures of grain ;—the 
way, the only way, is to caft that one into the ground, and fuffer it to 
continue there till it be entirely dead, putrified and reduced, fo far as 
our fenfes can perceive, to nothing; or fo mingled with the duit of 
the earth, as not to be diftinguifhed from it.’ For this exaggerated 
and miftaken reprefentation, we may leave him to the correction of 
every one who is acquainted with the procefs of vegetation, and in- 
deed of every common farmer in his parifh. 

The fecond Sermon is upon Luke xxiii. 42, 43. It gives the come 
mon interpretation of our Saviour’s reply to the penitent malefactor, 
To-day thou foalt be with me in Paradife. He boldly afferts, that 
* to imagine,’ that the foul remains in a ftate of infenfibility from 
the moment of death to the general refurreétion, * is a doétrine 
utterly derogatory to the Almighty, and inconfiftent with all his 
attributes of wiidom, of goodnefs, and mercy to mankind.’ The 
following paragraph, intended by our Author asa reply to thofe who 
prefume to afk, why is the foul detained thus long in a ftate of fepa- 
ration from the body?’ &c. applies fo well to the above aflertion, 
and indeed to all that he has advanced with much pofitivity, and 
little argument, refpecting both the refurreétion of the body, and the 
intermediate ftate, thar we are tempted to tramfcribe it. Jt is a very 
favourable fpecimen of his language. 

* God has promifed you a life of infinite and eternal happi- 
nefs hereafter—his goodne{s difpofes, and his power enables him 
to perform what he has thus promifed. Ceafe then from fearch- 
ing to be wife above what is written. Do you, through faith 
and hope, accept the blefing; and leave the means, and time 
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of accomplifhing it, to his wifdom. ‘To pry too inquifitively into 
the ways of providence, and afpire to comprehend all the caufes,— 
the reafons, and the methods of God’s dealings with mankind in 
bringing them to everlafting happinefs, is equally prefumptuous, as 
it is above man’s underftanding, and can ferve no other purpofe than 
to render him diffatisfied with the prefent ftate, and doubtful of the 
uture.” 

In his Dedication of thefe difcourfes to the Bifhop of Lincoln, Mr. 
Bateman fpeaks of them as the firlt fruits of his labours of this 
kind, and fubmits them to his Lordhhip’s ‘ judgment and that of the 
Reader’s;’ as he means from thence to be determined with refpeét to 
the publication of fome others. If his Lordihip’s jadgment, and that 
of the Public fhould agree with ours, he will not be encouraged to 


add any more to the already coun:lefs number of printed fermons. F m 
e 
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Fast-Day SERMONS. (Continued: See REv. for April.) 


X. Preached at the Parifh Church of Tring, Hertfordfhire, Feb, 
2t, 1781. By the Rev. John Dupré, A. M. Fell. of Exon Col. 
Ox, 4to, 1s. Rivington. 

Ingenious, but rather too florid for the occafion. The Author 
very juftly obferves, that ‘ the late rapid circulation of a certain work 
(viz. Thelyphthora) the produ¢tion (I biuth fays he to name it) of an’ 
unworthy minitter of the gofpel, which is intended to fubvere that 
conjugal union, on which experience hath demonitrated public and 
private happinefs to be founded, will be a perpetual witnefs to the li- 
céntious fpirit of the prefent period! And-yet this unworthy minifter 
under a delufion that almoft aitonifhes every fober and Chriltian reader, 
and with an effrontery that fhocks modeity and decorum, imputes the 
rapid circulation of his infamous performance to the porver of truth ! 
Xl. Evil providentially Good. Preached at the Parifh Church of 

All Saints in Colchefter, Effex. By Nathaniel Foriter, D. D, 

Reétor of the faid Parith. 4to. 1s. Rebinfon. 

A well-intended Vindication of Divine Providence in the infliction 
of national and perfonal calamities. 

XII. Preached at Brompton Chapel, and at Charlotte-Street Chapel, 
Pimlico. By the Rev. Richard Harrifon, Vicar of the {aid 
Chapels, 8vo. as. Dixwell. | 
Contains fome fevere ftrictures on the prevailing vices of the pres 

fent age, which have occafioned the diitrefles brought on us by the 

hand of God, as a neceffary chaftifement of national fins. The 

Preacher touches on the fhameful infults offered to religion at the 

nomerous d:/puting clubs in the city; and the fhocking profanation of 

the Lord’s Day, by the impious inflituticn at Carlifle Hou/e. 


XIII. National Calamities, the neceffary Effects of national WVickednefs. - 


Preached at the Church of Si. Warburgh, Derby. By Ellis 
Henry, A. B Redtor of Cranford in Northamptonfhire. 400. 
6d. Rivington. ; 

The text is taken from Ifaiah, lix. 2. 

The Author applies this portion of Holy Writ to the prefent times, ° 
and oblerves, that, with refpect to this country, there are fome pare 
ticular vices, ty which it is become moft con{picuoufly infamous. - 
sie 
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The vices he enumerates, are,—a general difregard for every appear. 
ance of religion ;—luxury, and diflipation ; and an unbounded fond. 
nefs for amufements:—infidelity to the marriage bed :—an impa- 
tience of all government,—contempt of the laws, and difaffeétion 
for the perfons by whom they are adminiftered, After drawing this 
dark picture of the prefent age and country, the Preacher exhorts to 


a fincere and univerfal reformation; and ‘ when (fays he) we have- 


returned to a fenfe of our duty to God, let it be our next care to cul- 
tivate a {pirit of allegiance to our Prince, and to admire and imitate 
thofe virtues which fo eminently adorn his charaéer,’ 


XIV. Preached in the Cathedral Church of Ely. By Czfar me : 


gan, A. M. Minor Canon, and Preacher in that Church, and Jate 
Fell. of Chrift Col. Cambr. gto. 15s. Cadell. 
A very good difcourfe on the nature and improvement of a faft, 

Te manifefts a true fpirit of piety and benevolence. 

XV. Unity of Faith, Righteoufue/s of Life, and Obedience to the 
civil Power (the Means of preferving the Peace of our TJerufa 
lem), recommended; in a Sermon preached in the Cathedral Church 
of Worcefter. By the Rev, James Stilliogfeet, A. M. Prebendary 
of Worceiter. 8vo. 6d. Rivington. 

Very orthodox, and very loyal! - 

XVI. Preached at the Cathedral Church of Sarum. By Walter 
Kerrich, A. M. Canon, Refidentiary of Sarum, and late Fell. of 
Katherine Hall, Cambr. 4to, 15. Wilkie. 

Pious, modeft, and candid! 

XVII. The hypocritical Faft, with its Defign, and Confequences, 
Preached at Norwich. By R. David. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. 
Bold and inflammacory ! 





SINGLE SERMONS on various Occafions. | 


I. Popery, The Man of Sin; The Son of Perdition; The Myfery of 
Iniquity. ‘The Subitance of a Sermon preached on Nov. 5, 178c« 
8vo. Od. Buckland, &c. 


Who is the Author of this Difcourfe, or where it was preached, . 
remains a fecret; but a Dedication informs us that it is publithed at. 


the folicitation and expence of Edward Webiter, Efq. The Preacher 
* totally difavows any reference to perfons; my bufinefs, he fays, is 
not with papi/?s, but with popery; not with the religious of any de- 
nomination, but with their profefional religion.” And indeed he gives, 
in this fenfible and fpirited fermon, fuch a view of popery, as is fuf- 
ficient to make us watchful againft it’s encroachments, and engage us, 
in his own words, while ‘ we beware of per/ecuting, to beware alfo 
of being per/ecuted.’ i 

Il. <A Difcourfe, in two Parts, on Ifaiah, Chap. vii. 

Ver. 14, 15,16. Preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge, 

Dec. 24, 1780. By T. Poftlethwaite, B. D. Fellow of Trinity 

College. 4to. 1s. Cadell, &c, 

The Author of this fenfible and ingenious Difcourfe reje&ts the 
different explications which have been given of the prediction which 
he examines, and among the reft that of the learned Bithop Lowth. 
He apprehends that interpreters have been miftaken in their fuppofi- 
tion that it was delivered with the view of perfuading and convincing 


King 


}? 
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King Ahaz * that he fhould be delivered from an invafion which then 
menaced him with atter deftruction, and endeavours to thew that it 
had avery different object,” viz. ¢ That itis a diitinct and literal 
ediftion of the birth of Chritt, unembarraffed with double fenfes ; 
pat it is defcriotive, in part at leait, both of his dignity and humili- 
ation; that it neither had nor was meant to have any completion but 
jn his perfon ; and that a fgm (a miraculous /g2, if the prediction of 
future events be miraculous) ss therein held cut to Ahaz, and the 
houfe of David, not only co evince to them the certainty of this ex- 
rraordinary birth, but to infpire them with an affured hope and ex- 
pectation that the line of David fhould never fail ‘ till this wonderful 
prophecy had received it’s full accomplifhment.’ 

The only alteration he makes in our common verfion of the paf- 
fage is in the 16th verfe, where, inilead of ‘* before the child,’ he 
would read, ‘ For before a child,’ &c. This he prefumes will leave 
ys at liberty, and with good reafon, to underitand this verfe of fome 
other child chan that juft fpoken of in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
verfes. The following ts a hort abftract of our Author's paraphrale of 
the paflage : 

‘Behold, ia the fulness of time, a Virgin fhall conceive and bear 
a Son, and fhall call bis name Immanuel. —T his illuttrious offspring 
of David fhall not come into the world in the ordinary courfe of ha- 
man generation.—FH{:s exaited perfeciions indeed may weil be iap- 
pofed to be exempt from human frailnes, yet he fhall not afume 
that privilege.—He {hall not even be a ttranger to the weakneiies of 
childhood. Butter and honey fhall he eat, ¢hat he may know how 
co refufe the evil, end chufe the good.”—His infancy fhajl require 
to be nurfed with the fame tender care as that of the frail off- 
fpring of man; and the fame mild and delicate food fhall be necef- 
ary to his growth in fature and wifdom, This humble and affe@i- 
onate condefcenfion may well feem to you ftrange aud unaccountabie, 
It is indeed wonderful; but neither impofidle, nor incredible, For by 
this fign, which God now holds out to you, ye may affuredly know 
that this exalted perfon, this promifed feed, thal! in bis appointed time 
vouchfafe to blefs his people with this divine vifitation,—‘** Before a 
Child fhall know to refufe the evil, and choofe the pood, the 
land that thou abhorreft fhall be forfaken of both her Kings.”— 
In lefs time than a child can be begotten, born, and become ca- 
pable of diftinguifhing good from evil; thefe two kings, who now 
menace you with initant and apparently unavoidable deitruction, fhall 
lofe both thdir kingdoms, and their lives. If this come not to pafs, 
then fay that the Lord hath not fpoken by me. But when ye fee 
your deliverance, now fo hopelefs, accomplifhed, both in time and 
Circumitances, according to my words, it will then be the indifpen- 
fible duty both of you and your children, with humble and implicit 
confidence, to expect, and look forward to, God’s appointed time for 
difplaying to the world this myfterious difpenfation,’ 

* Thus it appears, Mr. Poftlethwaite adds, that my text confifts of 
two parts. The two firlt verfes contain an exprefs and literal predic- 
tion of the i714 and charaGer of Chrift; the laft verfe holds out a 

rophetic fign, whofe completion (fo foon to take place) fhould give 
ull affurance to Ahaz and the houfe of David, that the preceding 
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prophecy concerning the Meffiah, fhould in due time be pundual] 
fulfilled. y 

¢ Ic was not then in the prophet’s intention to ftruggle longer with 
the perverfe and unconquerable incredulity of Ahaz and his houfe 
It was comparatively of {mall importance to allay their fears, or . 
demonftrate to them the certainty of a deliverance which was almog 
immediately to be accomplifhed. But this illuttrious predi@ion of 
the dirth of the Mefiah was of high and unfpeakable confequence 
not only to the houfe of David, but to the general interetts of selj- 
gion in all fucceeding ages. And it was with the utmoft proprie-y 
that the prophet refted the evidence and ‘expectation of it on a deli. 
verance, which impotence and defpair had thea reprefented as utterly 
hopelefs and incredible.’ 

Other confiderations are offered to illuftrate and confirm the expli- 
cation given of the paffage in queftion, particularly from what fol- 
lows in the farther part of the chapter, concerning Maher-fhalal-hath. 
baz; for which we muit refer our readers to the pamphlet. H 
Ill. The Character, Temper, Qualifications, and Duty ofa’ 

faithful Minifier. A Sermon preached December 22d, 1780; at 

the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. Thomas Rutledge. By the Rev, 

William Rutherford, A. M. Matter of the Academy at Uxbridge, 

$vo. 1s. Murray. 

This Sermon breathes an excellent fpirit of piety, candour, 
and true Chriflian zeal. It is plain, but animated and forcible, 
The Author exprefles a modeft ‘ wifh to h2ve his Sermon per- 
ufed rather with a fpirit of candour, than ftriét criticifm.’ He 
need not be alarmed through appreheniion of the Jatter; and as to 
the former, his pious and benevolent defign would entitle him , | 
to more indulgence, than he at prefent ftands in need of. k 
LV. Innocence in eminent Lujfire, and Malevolence confound-”°* | 

ed. A Thankfgiving Sermon, preached Feb. 11, 1°81, on the 

honourable and happy Deliverance of Lord George Gordon, Pre- 
fident of the Proteftant Affociation. By W. Auguftus Clarke. 
8vo. 6d. Keith. 

If Lord George’s counfel had not managed his caufe with more 
{kill and addrefs than this Preacher, his Lordthip would certainly 
have been hanp’d! pt 





> Knox on Liberal Education; Hayvey’s Triumph of Temper, and 
fome other articles which have been too long delayed, will appear in 
Our next. 


+++ Lecion’s favour is entitled to our candid acknowledgment. 





*.* In the Catalogue Article of Con/derations on the Propriety of 
the Clergy aGing in the Commiffion of the Peace, (\att Meath, p. 380) 5 
the Reader ought to be informed, that the extraé from that pam- 
phlet, in the fecond par. of the article, ends with that paragraph: 
the next following paragraph (which is erroneoufly marked as a con- 
tinuation of the extra&) being the Keviewers remarks on the paf- 
fage juit cited. The quotation mark fhou!d, therefore, be transferred 
from the, beginning of the third line, p. 381, co the end of the {e- 


cond line. 
wif We 
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